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PREFACE. 

Knowledge is indespensable to the acceptable performance 
of divine service. The sentence pronounced by our Saviour 
against the Samaritans — *Ye worship ye know not what* — 
reaches to many, in every generation, who claim connection 
with the''.Crod of^Jacob. We must know God before we 
can acknowledge him ; and we must have some right 
apprehension of the various duties of his worship, before 
they can be properly discharged by us. A somewhat 
extensive and varied ministerial experience has satisfied the 
author that the ideas of many professing Christians on an 
important part of divine service — the ordinance of the Supper 
— ore extremely vague and limited, if not in some cases 
positively erroneous. 

The following work is an effort to diffuse correct ideas 
of this holy ordinance, and to assist the people of Grod in 
a right and profitable observance of it. 

But is there not a sufficiency of works on this subject? 
—There are catechisms, unfolding fundamental doctrines — 
devotional manuals, aiding spiritual exercises — ^and sacra- 
mental discourses in variety, some of which assume the 
form of treatises on the Supper. But in matter or form 
each of these methods appears defective for the full treat- 
ment of the^flubject. 

I have adopted my own method. My resources have 
been the living fountains of divine truth. 1 have found 
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them to be inexhaustible. Indeed, the ever expanding 
glories of revelation create in the illumined spirit an 
insatiable craving for higher and fuller discoveries of Him 
who is the centre of all wisdom and glory. The Supper is 
a holy mount where the revealed glory of this wonderful 
Person may be beheld. Under this influence I have sought 
to state in clear, simple, and concise terms, the whole 
teachings of the Spirit on the nature of the Supper — to 
unfold the experience needed to a suitable participation of 
it — to aid the sincere, though doubting, believer, in the 
difficidt work of self-examination — ^to stimulate the anxious 
to enter into covenant with God — to explain the benefits of 
this solemn ratification of the covenant — and to enforce the 
duties of the Church, as a redeemed and consecrated 
people, while passing through this wilderness to their 
l^avenly Jerusalem. Certain important collateral questions 
have been discussed; but other minor points, on which 
many pages of keen disputation have been expended, have 
been wholly ignored, as deserving to sink into oblivion. 

That the work may glorify our divine Redeemer, by 
aiding his people suitably to observe his own memorial 
rite, is the author's most earnest desire; and such a result 
would be esteemed his most precious reward. 

First Church Manse, 

Dunedin, Sept. 2nd, 1870. 
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THE LORFS SUPPER. 



CHAPTER L 



INTBODUCTIOK. 



Fkom the peculiarities of man's earthly existence as 
identified with the visible and material in creation, 
there is a special fitness in employing natural objects 
for the illustration and representation of spiritual 
things. This fitness has been recognised by the 
Author of revelation. Perfectly acquainted with the 
condition and capacity of the human spirit, he knew 
what sources of instruction were accessible to it, and 
what restrictions were imposed by investing it with 
material organs. Hence in the Sacred Volume, the 
whole visible creation is laid under tribute to convey 
to the soul of man ideas of things invisible, spiritual 
and eternal. 

These illustrative representations appear not only 
in ever-recurring verbal similes and numerous parables, 
but also, and mainly in various symbolic ceremonies 
which constituted for nearly fifteen centuries the 
chief external formalities of the public worship of 
God. And when the ritualism of that dispensation 
gave place to the simpler forms of divine worship of 
a brighter and better era, material symbols were 
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Btill continued in exliibitory and commemorative 
rites, in form and substance befitting the character 
of the later dispensation; and are designed to continue 
till the end of time an important part of public divine 
service. 

The early system of symbolism was marked by 
several striking peculiarities. It was essentially a 
system of prefigurative and commemorative rites^ 
The symbols were necessarily imperfect representations 
of spiritual ideas, and when unattended with explana- 
tions of their object and import, there was a constant 
proneness to rest in the outward formalities; but 
when the the illustrative object was accompanied 
with the needed explanations, the worshipper more 
readily apprehended the idea sought to be conveyed 
than he could have done without the illustration, 
and a deep and lasting impression was produced. 
Hence the spiritually-minded Israelite could not fail 
to be deeply impressed and solemnized with what he 
witnessed in the sanctuary, and specially with the 
demonstrations of the holiness, justice, and restricted 
mercy of Jehovah. And at this lapse of time the 
whole fifervice of the tabernacle, from the enclosure 
of its outer court to the divine glory resting over 
the mercy-seat^ may with the aid of gospel light 
afford to the intelligent Christian, a vivid though 
emblematic picture of the privileges, duties and 
honours appertaining to the daily life of a child of God. 
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Conspicuous among the many observances of the 
Mosaic ritual were three annual commemorative rites 
or feasts. These were the Passover, commemorating 
the deliverance of the nation of Israel from destruction 
in Egypt — Pentecost, commemorating the national 
ratification of the covenant made with their ancestor 
Abraham, by the acceptance of the laws of God both 
moral and ceremonial — and Tabernacles, commemo- 
rating the sojourn and preservation of the people in 
the wilderness for the long space of forty years. 
While directly intended to preserve the remembrance 
of these great events, these religious rites were 
likewise subservient in a high degree to the general 
purposes of divine worship. 

It pleased the Head of the Church, under the 
dispensation distinguished by the manifestation of 
the Son of Grod, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, — 
the shedding of the blood of the Lamb, and the out- 
pouring of the Spirit, — to appoint for the edification 
and consolation of his people, two exhibitory, sealing 
and commemorative rites as appertaining to the two 
special gifts of the dispensation. Two only were 
instituted; less would have been insufficient; more 
would have been redundant. These were Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. The one, Baptism, symboli- 
cally exhibits, by the application of water to the 
person, the purified and consecrated condition of the 
Church, seals the individual union with the Church 
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and its Head, and commemorates the down-pouring 
of the Holy Spirit, the efficient cause of saving union 
and sanctification. The other, the Supper, symboli- 
cally exhibits, by broken bread and poured-out wine, 
the broken body and shed blood of the Son of God, 
seals by the eating and drinking of these symbols 
ill faith a participation in the inestimable benefits 
purchased by this costly sacrifice, and transmits the 
remembrance of the Saviour's vicarious death, with 
all its affecting circumstances, till his appearance the 
second time from heaven. 

Having recently given full consideration to the 
initiatory rite of the Christian Church, it is now my 
purpose to devote at least equal thought — ^while 
earnestly looking for divine illumination — ^to the 
elucidation of the nature, benefits and obligations of 
what may properly be termed its commemorative 
rite. 

This ordinance called in Scripture the Lord's Supper 
(1 Cor. XL 20), was instituted to commemorate the 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, such commemoration 
being designed to promote in a special manner, the 
spiritual interests of the people of God. No event in 
the history of our race was so worthy of being kept 
in everlasting remembrance. It stands before us in 
solitary grandeur, without a parallel^ a monument 
of surpassing moral excellence and attractiveness — 
one which, from its cause, attending circumstances, 
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and eternal consequences should never fail to evoke 
the admiration, gratitude, and love of the whole 
world. Hence the habitual neglect of this ordinance 
must indicate a spirit sadly insensible to the highest 
claims of moral excellence as exhibited in the cross 
of Christ, and sinfully indifferent to its own eternal 
welfare. 

To be suitably observed it must be understood; 
and to be fully understood it demands much calm 
investigation and thought. Men do not complain 
when important scientific, financial or political ques- 
tions demand much thought, why should they 
complain when what is, in some respects, the most 
abstruse part of divine worship makes a similar 
demand 1 Is he not justly left in spiritual poverty 
who is too indolent to dig for the fine gold of 
heavenly mysteries? 

In the sight of many this ordinance is veiled in 
obscurity. Some who would be considered men of 
profound thought affirm that its due formal observance 
secures the possession of eternal life. Others, on the 
other hand, men of much worldly intelligence, and 
blameless external demeanour, decline to burden their 
consciences with the matter, contenting themselves by 
regarding it as one of the extras of religion which may 
safely be dispensed with. A multitude, not perceiving 
its true spiritual character, and incapable of rising to 
heavenly communings through the medium of the 
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material symbols, in their ignorance and presumption 
go boldly forward to a participation in this rite, with 
no other conception of the ordinance than that of a 
mere ecclesiastical formality which good people are 
expected to observe. While a few investing it with a 
heavenliness not belonging to it, regard it as provided 
only for those who are sure of their personal interest 
in Christ and thus would debar many feeble and self- 
diffident disciples, whose sincere faith and love entitle 
them to a seat at their Master's table, from the very 
means fitted to enable them to make their calling and 
election sure. 

It shall be our aim to remove any obsciirity 
which may occasion such erroneous and contradictory 
opinions, by concentrating upon the subject the scattered 
rays of divine testimony which are fitted to elucidate 
it; and thus to present the ordinance in its true 
spiritual excellence, removed alike from cold formalism 
on the one hand, and mysticism or superstition on the 
other. 

This ordinance offers to the Church militant the 
highest means of grace; and he who will assist and 
stimulate believers to the due observance of what is at 
once a solemn duty and a glorious privilege wiU per- 
form a service beneficial in a high degree to them, and 
glorifying to the great Captain of their salvation. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE INSTITUTION OP THE SUPPEB. 

The hour of man's redemption is at hand. Long 
foretold by prophets, and long looked for by anxious 
souls in many generations, it has come at last. The 
prison doors of a captive world are now to be thrown 
open, and untold millions of ransomed souls shall 
exult' in their blood-bought liberty. On the nations 
long sitting in the shadow of death, visions of celestial 
glory are now to break, and illumined spirits rising 
to hail the heavenly light, shall be animated with the 
glowing hopes of a blissful immortality. 

It is the time of the Passover, the first and greatest 
of the three annual feasts. The season is the month 
Abib, the sprouting month, called also Nisan, the 
/lowering month, beginning with the vernal equinox 
of the northern hemisphere. With it began the 
Jewish ecclesiastical year, as distinguished from the 
civil year which began with the autumnal equinox, 
and very significantly as in it the nation of Israel 
V>mst the wintry folds of Egyptian slavery, and came 
forth a redeemed and renovated people. And now in 
it Israel's King, the root of Jesse, afb€>r an obscurity 
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of centuries, as if buried in the earth, is to sprout and 
grow up as the branch of the Lord, until as a tree 
of life spreading its umbrageous foliage far and wide 
it may afford the many weary wandering sons of 
earth a cool, refreshing shade. 

Crowds are repairing to Jerusalem from all parts 
of the land to prepare for and partake of the great 
feast. Jesus with his disciples joins the multitudes 
on their way. Approaching the city on the» east 
he turus aside at the foot of the Mount of Olives, 
and takes up his quarters in the village of Bethany, 
with some sincere and devoted friends. Accommoda- 
tion can there be obtained more easily than in the 
crowded city ; and he and his disciples will enjoy a 
repose and security which might be denied them in 
the latter place. Six days have yet to elapse before 
the feast, and he employs his time, as became his 
prophetic character, in daily instructing the people 
in the temple. As his last public ministrations these 
instructions are of a peculiarly solemn character. 

When the time had come to prepare the paschal 
lamb for the Passover supper he sent into the city 
two of his disciples, Peter and John, to make the 
necessary arrangements ; and later in the day he and 
his other disciples repair to the appointed place. It 
is an upper room furnished for the occasion by one of. 
his friends. 

Some time before this the animosity of the chief 
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priests against Jesus had grown into a fixed deter- 
mination to seize the very first opportunity of putting 
him to death. The impression produced by the 
raising of Lazarus from the dead, and the kingly 
reception by the multitude on a recent entrance 
into the city matured and confirmed this purpose. 
Agents were employed to ofier rewards for such 
information as would lead to his safe apprehension. 
Private assassination, — a method of getting rid of an 
unpleasant enemy readily approved by priests of a 
later day, — does not seem to have been entertained 
as either suitable or practicable — and death by 
popular tumult, sometimes resorted to, was directly 
condemned as an unsafe measure in the presence of 
a governor so fierce in repressing disturbances as 
Pontius Pilate. Judas Iscariot, one of the disciples, 
heard on one of his daily visits to the city of this 
profiered reward, and it so wrought upon his covetous 
disposition excited by the evil spirit, that he could 
not rest till he found his way to the priests and 
bargained for the betrayal of his Master for the 
paltry sum of thirty shekels. He resumed his place 
among the disciples as if he had done nothing to 
disqualify him for the presence of his Master. When 
all are assembled to partake of the Passover, he is 
among them with a cool effrontery not easily 
surpassed. 

The last legal Passover has come. The shadow 
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that long prefigured the coming sacrifice must now 
disappear as the Lamb of Gk)d is ready to be bound 
to the altar. Seated with his disciples at the table, 
and looking upon the roasted lamb ready to be eaten, 
Jesus expressed the special interest he felt in this 
Passover. It was to be the last. The expectations 
of ages were now to be realized. Instead of animal 
sacrifices which might nourish the body, the bread of 
life had come down from heaven to feed the immortal 
souls of men. Strengthened by the paschal lamb, 
the Hebrews were able to march out of Egypt on 
their way to Canaan, and strengthened by this Lamb 
of God the spiritual Israel are enabled to leave 
the bondage of sin and march towards heaven. 
Appropriate discourse, we may be sure, is not wanting 
on the part of the Master while this simple, but most 
instructive, commemorative meal is progressing. It 
is soon over. 

Thereupon Jesus rose from the table (John xiii, 4), 
laid aside his loose upper garment, and with water 
and towel proceeded to wash the feet of his disciples. 
Such humility is amazing in the highest degree. It is 
without a parallel. He, the Master, washes the feet 
of his disciples one by one. He, the holy Saviour, 
washes the feet, the most menial work, of sinful men. 
He, God manifest in flesh, stoops to cleanse with his 
own hand the soiled feet of his own creatures. And 
to crown all, one of them is known to be a devil 
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(John vi. 70), and is at this moment under engage- 
ment to betray him on the first opportunity. O mar- 
vellous condescension ! Such an example of self- 
abasement for the comfort and honour of others the 
world never before witnessed, and should never forget. 
He resumed his garment, and took his place again 
at the table. And now with expressions of deep sad- 
ness he affirms that one of them, his chosen disciples, 
is going to betray him. One and another, conscious 
of innocenc?, asks: "Lord, is it I]" The guilty one 
as yet dares not speak. But he cannot lon^ be con- 
cealed. John, leaning on the Saviour's breast asks in 
a whisper who it was. In a similar tone he is told 
that it was he to whom he would now hand a morsel 
of food. And taking a morsel, probably of lamb, and 
dipping it in what was possibly vinegar sauce, he 
handed it to Judas. On receiving it, the traitor was 
smitten, but instantly assuming a look of surprise, he 
asks — "Is it 11" The prompt answer — "Thou hast 
said" — silences him. His countenance falls. And 
Jesus fixing his eye on him, exclaims — "What you 
intend to do — do at once." Unable any longer to 
retain his seat, with a spirit shut by Satanic infiuenoe 
to every consideration of gratitude, honour, and 
justice, he hurries from the room into the street, and 
night though it is, he makes his way to the offices of 
the chief-priests, and offers this very night to hand his 
Master over to them. 
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The absence of the traitor is felt to be a great relief 
by the Saviour. He breaks out with such language 
as this — "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God 
is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God 
shall also glorify him in himself — and shall straight- 
way glorify him." — (John xiii. 31, 32). 

They are still at the table. Before them are the 
disjointed, though unbroken bones of the lamb just 
eaten — the remains of the unleavened cakes, and wine, 
probably diluted with water, after the mliiner of the 
Jews. Jesus takes some bread in his hand, and 
calling the attention of the disciples to what he is 
about to do, he lifts his voice in solemn prayer to his 
Father, thanking him for this great mercy and implor- 
ing his blessing with it j and then breaking the bread 
he hands it to his disciples, saying — "Take, eat, this 
is my body which is given for you : and added — Do 
this in remembrance of me." (Luke xxii. 19). When 
*hey had all tasted the bread, he took the cup of wine 
and looking up gave thanks for this also, and handing 
it to them he said — "Drink ye all of it; for this is 
my blood of the new testament which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins." The words are, at 
the time, but imperfectly understood by his disciples. 
Jesus knowing this proceeds to explain that he is 
about to suffer a violent death for their salvation, and 
that they are to desert him in his hour of danger. 
They are deeply wounded by this remark — ^they are 
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all conscious of ardent attachment to their Master — 
they will not believe it. At once, Peter, ever ready 
to hear and forward to speak, asserts to those beside 
him that he will never desert his Master. Looking on 
him, and calling him by his first name, Jesus says — 
"Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you to 
sift you as wheat — ^but I have prayed for you." (Luke 
xxii. 32). In reply, Peter declares in the strongest 
tones — "Lord, I am ready to go with thee both into 
prison, and to death," — and with this assertion the 
rest all concur. But their confidence is immediately 
shaken by the Master's response to Peter — "This very 
night, before the cock crow twice, you will have 
thriee denied that you know me." (Mark xiv. 30). 
The true but over-confident and inexperienced dis- 
ciple once more asserts with vehemence — "If I should 
die with thee I will not deny thee in anywise." It 
is in vain to contradict the Omniscient ; they are more 
than half convinced that it shall be as their Master 
has said; and a peculiar sadness rests on every 
countenance. They are to lose their beloved Master, 
and the loss is to be augmented by their desertion of • 
him in the time of need. Sorrow fills their hearts, 
and their Saviour knows it. And then in tones of 
subdued tenderness, as if oblivious of his own troubles, 
he labours to comfort them with such consolations as 
could proceed only from the lips of a Teacher come 
from God. (John, chapters xiv., xv., xvi). H« 



22 THE INSTITUTION OP THE SUPPER. 

assures them of his fervent love for them — asserts 
that love prompts him to die for them — promises to 
see them soon again, and to take them to be with 
himself — solves their difficulties by answering their 
questions — assures them of the love of the Father — 
strengthens them under the discouragements that 
await them in the world for their attachment to him 
— surges them specially to clejive to each other, to 
support each o^er, and to love each other with 
peculiar affection — promises to send them One to take 
his place as a Teacher and a Comforter who would 
never withdraw from them — directs them to pray in 
his name in all their necessities with the assurance 
that they shall not ask in vain — ^and finally bestows 
upon them in emphatic language his precious blessing 
of soul-sustaining peace. His words of instruction and 
•onsolation ended, he raised his eyes to heaven, and 
in terms of familiarity, confidence and sublime 
devotion never to be equalled, addressed his heavenly 
Father, committing himself, his present disciples and 
his people in all ages to the Father's holy keeping — 
supplicating the perfect and everlasting union of his 
people to himself and his Father — and their participa- 
tion in the glory of his heavenly kingdom. The 
whole service is concluded by a song of praise to God; 
probably by singing one of the Psalms, many of which 
would be suitable to their trying circumstances, and 
seveilf)! pointing directly to the sorrows now accumu- 
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lating around the Redeemer. He leaves the city late 
at night, to lodge at G^ethsemane. There the anguish 
of deadly sorrow seizes him, and he passes through a 
terrible ordeal. The enemy is again foiled — ^the Seed 
of the woman in another than Eden's garden bruising 
the Old Serpent's head. 

The struggle is over before the traitor comes. 
When sought for the voluntary victim is ready. His 
only request is an outgoing of undying attachment to 
his followers — "Let these go their way." He is bound 
as a prisoner; and led away to a foregone condemna- 
tion. Annas and Caiaphas, Herod and Pilate, priests 
and people have their part in his humiliation, insult, 
torture and death. On the cross he passes through 
another soul-rending conflict; it is the last; he has 
drained the cup of wrath to the dregs; and then, in 
the exercise of strong faith, as if emerging from the 
grasp of powerful but now prostrate assailants, he 
exclaims, — "Father, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit !" It is done. Let shouts of gratulation ring 
through earth and heaven. Blessed Saviour! what 
heart can refrain from melting while gazing on thy 
lifeless body on the cross — ^thy head fallen on thy 
chest — for me ! 

We have glanced at the events preceding and 
following the Supper for thus alone can it be fairly 
understood. It is preceded by the washing of the 
disciples* feet — the exclusion of Judas, and the 
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o Bering of thanks to God; it is accompanied by 
words of explanation; and it is followed by instruc- 
tion and consolation, prayer and praise. Its autho- 
ritative establishment as a perpetual ordinance is 
announced in words that reach the heart of every 
contrite believer — " J%i« do in remembrance o/'mk." 



CHAPTER ni. 

THE lord's supper AN EXHIBITORY RITE. 

Symbolic rites are, in their very nature, exhibitory 
rites. The symbols are the selected exponents or 
exhibitions of the action or event prefigured or com- 
memorated. When our Lord placed the broken bread 
in the hands of his disciples he said: **This is my 
body," (Matt. xxvi. 26), and when he placed the cup 
of wine in their hands he said — **This is my blood," 
(Matt. xxvi. 28). No one in the exercise of ordinary 
intelligence can suppose that Jesus meant that the 
bread and wine held in his hand were really his body 
and blood. For, as a matter of fact, his body was not 
then broken nor was his blood shed; and it does not 
pertain to the God of truth to speak lies. And, 
further, the supposition that the bread and wine were 
really his body and blood is a confounding of an 
actor with his instrument; as the most common 
understanding can apprehend that the bread or 
wine held out in the hand must be totally distinct 
from the hand which sustains it. Nor are we 
to imagine that these elements underwent some 
mysterious change by Christ invoking the divine 
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blessing upon them. This prayer was probably an 
expression of thanksgiving for the work of redemp- 
tion thus far completed, for the atonement now about 
to be made, and for this ordinance which would 
perpetuate the savor of his death till the end of time, 
with* an invocation of his Father's blessing on the 
proper use of these memorials by his disciples and his 
people in all ages. There was no object to be served 
by altering in any measure the substance of these 
elements, as the benefit sought to be conferred was 
purely spiritual, and not any material change in their 
bodies by the use of any particular kind of food. 
They were bread and wine before the thanksgiving and 
invocation, and they remained unchanged in substance 
when the blessing was over. 

By a gross misapprehension of certain statements 
of Scriptxire (John vi. 51 — 58), an idea prevailed in a 
dark and superstitious age that a certain material 
eating of the body of Christ was indispensable to 
salvation. This eating was supposed to be the main 
privilege of the Lord's Supper. It was then believed 
that the invocation prayer was effectual in transform- 
ing the material elements into the real body and blood 
of our Saviour. Hence originated the amazing 
absurdity known as the doctrine of transubstantiation 
— ^the belief of which to the present day is a deplorable 
evidence of the fiswiility with which superstition enters 
and controls the fallen spirit of man. By this doctrine 
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the Church of Rome has taught for the last six 
centuries that a duly ordained priest, arrayed in 
proper attire, by a certain number of bodily gestures, 
such as kneeling, bowing, stretching out and drawing 
in the arms, and repeating certain words of Scripture 
accompanied with the making of the sign of the cross 
at several stages — converts, or is the medium of con- 
verting, a wafer into the real body and blood of our 
Saviour, in proof of which he worships it so converted, 
and holds it up to the people to be worshipped; then 
offers it to God as a real sacrifice praying at the same 
time that it may purchase pardon of sins for the living 
and the dead; and having so made, worshipped and 
offered it as a sacrifice, he actually eats it as the real 
body and blood of our adorable Redeemer. It is not our 
present business to expose this monstrous supei*stition. 
We only remark that it cannot be surpassed by any 
pagan absui*dity ever imposed by heathen priests on 
an ignorant populace — that it is beyond question a 
grovelling idolatry — ^that it is unutterably dishonourr 
ing to our blessed Saviour — and that no believer in 
our Lord Jesus Christ should ever countenance a 
service so subversive of the authority, dignity and 
glory of his Master by being present as a worshipper 
at the Mass of the Romish Church. 

There is indeed ^in this ordinance an exhibition of 
the body and blood of our Saviour, and a real feeding 
upon theii^ but the one is symbolic and the other is 
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■piiitual. It could not be otherwise. The glorified 
body of Christ is in heaven, on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high; and could only be present in the 
Supper by representations, exponents or symbols ; and 
the feeding designed being that of the soul and not of 
the body, the food must be such as can nourish a 
spirit, namely, a consideration of and a restiug upon — 
an appropriation of and a rejoicing in the infinite 
merits of this divine sacrifice. When Christ then 
said, "This is my body — and this is my blood," he 
clearly meant — 'This is the sign, the representation, 
or the symbol of my body, and this the symbol of my 
blood.* Hence the setting forth of these symbols in 
the appointed manner is an exhibition of the sacrifice 
of Christ. Paul in explaining this ordinance to the 
Corinthian Church, writes: *-As often as ye eat this 
bread and drink this cup ye do shew the Lord's 
death." (1 Cor. xi. 26). The Supper is a j^ublic 
showing of the death of Christ, both as to its manner 
and its object. It is not a natural death, but a 
violent and bloody death. The bread is broken and 
the wine poured out. It is not a death on his own 
account — but a substitutionary and propitiatory death. 
"This is my body which is given for you,^^ (Luke 
xxii. 19). 

A little closer investigation enalMes us to see in 
these exponents of a violent and bloody death an 
exhibition of the holiness and justice of God. He is 
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of purer eyes than to look upon iniquity ; hence the 
sinner or the substitute must go out of his presence, 
lose the light of his countenance, and feel the agony 
ever occasioned by the total withdrawment of his 
gracious presence. He is just and will not suffer 
sin in any soul to remain impunished; hence when 
Christ took our sins upon him, the Father exclaimed, 
^* Awake, O sword, against my shepherd — against the 
man that is my fellow, smite !" and that sword did 
fall heavily upon him, wounding back and breast, 
hands and feet and head, and leaving him after hours 
of agony cold in death. If such things were done in 
the green tree, what shall be done in the dry. It is 
indeed a fearful thing to fall an unpardoned sinner 
into the hands of the Almighty as a Grod of justice. 
If his own Son, standing in the room of sinners, had 
to drink the cup of wrath, let the personally guilty 
know, that it shall not pass them. 

As the exponents of a substitutionary death these 
symbols touchingly exhibit the love and mercy of 
God. Love is delight in an object, and mercy is 
sympathy with the miserable. God so delighted in 
the sons of men, and so felt for their miseries that he 
gave his only begotten Son to die in their stead. 
Who can estimate the love which is infinite? Who 
can describe a compassion which is fathomless? We 
were loved and we were pitied as the infinite and 
eternal Jehovah alone can love and pity, when we 
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were ruined by sin and exposed to endless sufferings — 
and in this ordinance he calls us to look upon the 
proofs of his love and pity — proofs unique in their 
nature — ^until our cold hearts shall overflow with 
adoring gratitude. Viewed in another aspect there is 
in the exponents of this violent and propitiatory death 
an indirect exhibition of our guilt and misery, and a 
direct exhibition of the source and method of our 
salvation. Why did he die? — Because justice de- 
manded our death. And why all these sufferings 
attending this death? — Because the miseries attending 
guilt involve eternal sufferings. Therefore, in the 
burden that distressed our Saviour we may see our 
own guilt — and in his painful sufferings we may read 
our own just deservings. Here also, we are taught 
that this propitiatory death is the source of our 
deUverance from condemnation and eternal despair- 
that from Christ as the smitten rock, our stream of 
life flows — and through his rent flesh we have access 
to the heavenly mercy-seat, where pardon is freely 
bestowed on the vilest of sinners. And not less . 
plainly is the method of our salvation set before 
us. We must take, a2)propriate and feed our souls 
upon this gneat saciifice. We must not pass by as 
do some, with conduct akin to those who passed by 
the cross wagging their heads and saying, he saved 
others, himself he cannot save, but in the exer- 
cise of a true faith make this sacriflce our chosen 



AK EXHIBITORY RITE. 31 

propitiation, and rest on it alone as our only hope 
of acceptance with and favour from God. 

We have thus great reason to bless God for 
seeking to move our hearts and incite our faith by 
a powerfully affecting representation of the great 
doctrine of the gospel — salvation by the blood of 
Jesus. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE LORD^S SUPPER A SEALING RITE. 



Sealing is an act of confirmation. Men, in all ages, 
have had recourse to some specific action to ensure 
greater security, to designate what is authentic or 
authoritative, or to mark the ratification of an agree- 
ment or covenant. That action has generally been 
the affixing of distinctive characteristic or official 
marks, or the solemn observance of some prescribed 
formality. To ensure Daniel's confinement in the 
den of lions, a stone was brought and laid upon the 
mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his 
own signet, and with the signet of his lords, that 
the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. 
(Dan. vi. 17). In like manner the sepulchre which 
contained the body of our Saviour was secured against 
all wiauthorized entrance by the sealing of the stone 
rolled against the door. (Matt, xxvii. 66). When 
Jezebel would demonstrate the authority under which 
the elders of Jezreel were called to act in effecting the 
death of Naboth, she sealed the orders written in 
Ahab's name with Ahab's seal. (1 Kings xxi. 8). 
When Mordecai would counteract the wicked designs 
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of Haman, lie caused letters to be written in the 
king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, as 
stamping them with the highest authority, giving 
permission to the Jews to stand up in self-defence in 
all parts of the empire on the day fixed for their 
destruction by their enemy. (Esth. viii. 10.) In the 
sealing, confirmation, or ratification of a covenant 
customary formalities are observed. With us, care- 
fully prepared documents duly sealed, and therefore 
legal, are exchanged, and accepted as mutually 
binding. In former days a more imposiag ceremony 
was adopted. When God condescended to meet the 
weakness of Abram in assuriag him that the land 
of Canaan would be given to his numerous posterity, 
he went through the formalities of a covenant engage- 
ment with him. He directed Abram to slay and 
divide in two halves a heifer, goat, and ram, each 
three years old, with a dove and a pigeon. The 
halves of the three animals were to be separated from 
each other, and laid some distance apart, each half 
opposite the other. The birds were not to be so 
cleft in twain, but placed opposite each other. 
Some time after all was in readiness, and about 
the close of day, the symbol of the divLae presence 
appeared, filling Abram with unwonted awe. It 
passed as a blazing light, attended with black smoke, 
between the severed animals, and the voice of the 
Almighty was heard as it passed through afiirming 
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the obligations he now assumed by this covenant. 
<Gen. XV. 9—21). 

Tn like manner the princes and priests df Jerusalem 
made a covenant with the Lord in the days of 
Jeremiah to liberate their slaves, and they se^d the 
covenant by passing between the severed sides of a 
calf or heifer (egel). (Jere. xxxiv. 18, 19). This 
impressive formality signified that as the one side 
corresponded to the other, so would their performance 
correspond with their engagement; and as the two 
sides formed but one animal, so they the two con- 
tracting parties, being mutually agreed, were in this 
matter one. 

Covenants of peace were sealed by eating together 
on, or in the presence of, the chosen memorial of the 
reconciliation, as did Jacob and Laban. (Oen. xxxL 
46). 

The great national covenant made by Jehovah with 
Israel was originally established and sealed, and after- 
wards constantly renewed and ratified, by the shedding 
aad sprinkling of blood, and by the eating of the flesh 
of the victims. When Israel was in Egypt, with no 
established priesthood, but as in patriarchal days, each 
man acting as priest to his own household, God com- 
manded the people to take a lamb, each man for his 
house, and having shed its blood, to sprinkle the door 
posts of his dwelling with it, and afterwards to eat the 
flesh of the lamb roasted with fire. By obeying this 
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divine injunction they openly avowed that Jehovah 
was their God, accepted his pledge of deliverance, and 
brought him under covenant obligations to them. 
Thus also, by a universal sacrifice, all the households 
of Israel brought themselves under covenant to the 
Lord, sealing that covenant by the sprinkling of blood 
upon their houses, and the eating of the flesh of the 
sacrifice. (Exod. xii. 27). This same covenant was 
formally renewed and ratified by Israel collectively, at 
Mount Sinai, by burnt offerings and peace offerings, 

the blood of the sacrifices being sprinkled on the 

* 

people, and the flesh of the peace offerings eaten. 
(Exod. xxiv. 5—8). 

On instituting the Supper our Saviour said, holding 
the cup of wine in his hand, ^This is my blood of the 
new testament,' (Mark xiv. 24), — or * covenant* as the 
word should be translated — ^referring to the old 
covenant which was sealed by the blood of animals 
as we have just shewn. His meaning is — ^this wine 
represents my blood which is about to be shed, by 
which the everlasting covenant made with my Father 
is sealed, and which in respect to its present full 
development is new as compared to the old covenant 
long ago sealed by typical sacrifices. 

Christ as the Mediator of the new covenant, ^o 
called, and as our Surety, acting in our room, sealed or 
confirmed the covenant by pouring out his life's blood. 
This he engaged to do for, and in behalf of, his people. 
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And we by acting faith in him, — making him ouy 
chosen head and representative, — make his sacrifice— 
this very blood — our own sacrifice, and thus through 
him the covenant is sealed by us, and we become 
entitled to all the inestimable privileges which it 
secures. By accepting, with believing hearts, these 
symbols of Chiist's sacrifice, we identify ourselves 
with it, and the covenant which it seals becomes 
sealed to us, as well as by us, through our surety, and 
we are sealed by it and consecitited by it to the 
service of God for ever. Thus the Lord's Supper is a 
sealing rite. 

Seals or signets are seldom without some distinctive 
and peculiar figure or symbol Nobles, emperors, 
states and provinces have their representative seals. 
On one is engraved a figure commemorating some 
important deed or event in individual or national 
history, on another a characteristic representation 
from nature. One has a symbol of power, another of 
unity. Some are political, others historical. The 
seals of the new covenant are symbols of profound 
significance. No human glory or national renown is 
here exhibited, but heaven's great sacrifice for earth's 
revolt. Here the true penitent may gaze with 
admiration on the appointed seals of his deliverance 
from the prison of hell, and contemplate with 
profound reverence the proofs that all his sins are 
cancelled. Here the loving believer may receive 
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the strongest assurance of eternal fellowship with 
his beloved Lord and Master. And here the 
heaven-bound pilgrim may freely take possession of 
heaven's legal title to celestial mansions. And for 
all that is received the dependent creature, saved 
by grace, can only say — Lord, I am thine, only 
thine, and thine for ever 



CHAPTER V. 



THE lord's supper A FEAST. 



The food of the soul is often represented in Scripture 
bj the food of the body. Jesus discoursing with the 
Jews exclaims — "I am the bread of life*' (John vi. 35) 
— and on another occasion — "If any man thirst let 
him come unto me and drink." (John viL 37). The 
blessings of salvation are set before us as bread and 
water, wine and milk, and occasionally as the "fat 
things" prepared for a sumptuous feast. "Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters... yea come, 
buy wine and milk." (Isai. Iv. 1). — "The Spirit and 
the Bride say, come... and whosoever will let him take 
the water of life freely." (Rev. xxiL 17). And the 
obedient and loving soul testifies — "I sat down under 
his shadow, with great delight, and his fruit was sweet 
to my taste." (Song of Sol. ii 3). 

Amid the glories of a day then future Isaiah beheld 
a feast prepared on Mount Zion for all people — ^a feast 
of fat things full of marrow, and of wines on the lees 
well refined. (Isai. xxv. 6). And when that long 
desired day had come, Jesus represented the blessings 
of his kingdom as a dinner provided by a king on the 
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occasion of his son's marriage, for which great prepa- 
rations had been made, "oxen and fatlings" being 
killed. (Matt. xxii. 4). At another time he repre- 
sents these blessings by "a great supper" provided for 
certain expected guests who when the time has arrived 
find it convenient to absent themselves from the 
proffered banquet. (Luke xiv. 16). 

If the spiritual mercies presented by the gospel may 
be spoken of as a "feast," a "dinner/' or a "great 
supper," there can be no impropriety in designating 
the Christian rite, in which these . mercies are most 
impressively set forth, as a feast. Moreover this rite 
is expressly called a "supper," (1 Cor. xi. 20) — and 
a supper at which a company, sometimes numerous, 
sits down to an entertainment, rich, varied and 
abundant, spiritual though it be, is in reality a 
precious feast. And further we will not err should 
we understand the apostle Paul as referring directly 
to the Lord's Supper in the expression translated — 
*Let us keep the feast,' in 1 Cor. v. 7. He was giving 
emphatic instructions for the expulsion of a corrupt 
member of the Church — warning against his example 
as an evil leaven — and urging the necessity of casting 
out such leaven. The illustration suggests the feast of 
unleavened bread, the Passover; and he immediately 
adds, as completing his argument: "For even Christ, 
our Passover, is sacrificed for us," verse 7. The 
transition from the Passover to the Lord's Supper is 
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natural and direct ; hence the exhortation which 
follows is: "Therefore let us keep the feast not with 
«ld leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sinceidty 
and truth." What feast or festival are the Christians 
to observe t lN"ot certainly the Passover, for its 
purposes were served when the Lamb of God was 
slain. And to interpret the language, as many 
commentators seem disposed to do, as meaning 4et us 
discharge our various religious duties,' is unnatural 
and far-fetched ; and is plainly an evasion of the 
ordinary meaning of the term used. As the Apostle 
was directly dealing with the question of Church 
privileges— jone of the most prominent of which was 
the Lord's Supper — it lay in his very path to speak of 
the purity and strictness with which it should bo 
observed. What then are we called to see in this, the 
only divinely appointed feast of the Christian dispen- 
sation? — All the essentials of a spiritual entertainment 
of unrivalled excellence. 

Li a feast we look for the best and most expensive 
provision. Such is here set before us. Can any 
bread surpass the bread of life, of which if a man eats 
he shall live for ever? Here the tree of life is set 
before the believing soul, and he is commanded to take 
and eat, that he may not taste of death. Can any 
drink excel the water of life? Here is life-giving 
water, and he who drinks of it shall thirst no more. 
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(John iv. 14). Can any pardon exceed in value that 
which covers all the evil deeds of a life-time? — or is 
any more valid than that which is ratified by th« 
royal signet? Here we have sealed to us the pardon 
of innumerable sins of thought, word and deed by 
heaven's own signet. Can any soul-satisfaction equal 
the assurance of Grod's love to us? That love is here set 
before us and assured to us in the strongest possible 
manner. If we cannot believe these proofs of love, 
where shall we look for higher? What higher can b« 
conceived? Is peace of conscience, that deep inner 
quiet which external trouble fails to disturb, a most 
desirable food? Here it is in the best quality, prepared 
expressly by the king's orders for his favorite guests. 
Is joy in the Holy Ghost unequalled for its nutritious 
and exhilirating qualities? Here it is prominently set 
forth and freely dispensed by the great comforter him- 
self. On the expense of this provision little need be 
said. It is enough to state that the wealth of creation 
could not purchase what is here freely oflfered to 
sinners. The price paid was the blood of Immanuel. 
Let thbse skUled in heavenly economy estimate its 
value, if they can. 

A feast is expected to afford a considerable variety 
of food to suit the various desires of the guests. In 
this our spiritual feast stands pre-eminent. No 
believing soul can turn away from this table, and say, 
There is nothing here to suit my taste. See the great 
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Tariety ! There is (1) Hope, for the desponding. Are 
you downcast lest your sins should not be forgiven t 
Cheer up ; see, in symbol, that blood which cleanseth 
from all sin. Are you afraid the Master should look 
with a frown upon you as unworthy to sit at his table 1 
Go, and lay your penitent head on his breast, and he 
will kindly whisper — 'Fear not; this is my body 
broken /or you.' (2) Light, for the darkened. Would 
you see your sin and misery; the holiness and justice, 
the mercy and love of Grod ; the refuge for sinners and 
the way into the holy city, draw near and contemplate 
with reyerenoe this great sight until your soul is filled 
with light from the Sun of righteousness. (3) 
Strength, for the weak. Can bi'ead and wine 
strengthen the weak in body? — So shall this spiritual 
food invigorate the soul of the believer. His fedth 
will enable him to appropriate the rich supplies of 
grace set before him by the establishment of every 
holy principle and the confirmation of every heavenly 
desire. (4) Pardon for the guilty. Who can doubt 
the certainty of forgiveness with such atoning blood 
before himi If forgiveness is possible in the govern- 
luent of a holy God, it must be after such satisfaction 
is rendered to divine justice. No more precious 
propitiation can be ofiered. All its virtue is here 
made over to us. (5) Freedom, for the bound. Here 
is the ransom for the captive. Who shall hold in 
bondage what Gkxl sets free. Here sinful habits 
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relax tbeir grasp upon the immortal spirit; and here 
^islayiog fears give place to filial confidenca (6) 
Cleansing, for the vile. Nothing troubles the sonl 
more than the defilements of sin. Every true com- 
municant longs for perfect holiness. Here behold the 
spring of purity. Wash your robes and make them 
■white in the blood of the Lamb. Christ is our sancti* 
fication, as well as our justification. Wash us, O 
Saviour, and we shall be whiter than the snow ! (7) 
Healing, for the sick. How many feeble sheep are in 
Christ's fold ! They have been sorely wounded by the 
fiery darts of the enemy, and powerful corruptions 
have almost strangled the heavenly life within. Here 
is the balm, superior to that which rendered Gilead so 
famous. Here is the tree of life whose leaves are for 
the healing of the nations. And here the expert 
Physician, who can lop off every weakening excres- 
cence, bind up every broken heart, and sooth every 
wounded conscience. (8) Peace, for the troubled. 
When God is reconciled, fears may be dismissed. 
When there is a safe covert from the tempest, calm- 
ness may reign within. When every want is supplied, 
anxieties should give place to holy contentment. All 
this is spread upon the table of the Lord. (9) Hest, 
for the weary. Here you are invited to repose in 
green pastures and beside still waters. It is an Elim 
in the desert. The banner of love waves over you. 
Where shall your soul find rest if not in the bosom of 



44 THE lord's supper 

infinite love ; and where shall repose be found if not 
within the encircling wings of the Almighty? (10) 
Joy, for the sorrowful. If you take your seat at the 
table with tears, you should leave it with a beaming 
countenance. What abundant cause for joy ! Your 
pardon is sealed. Christ has become your husband in 
the bonds of an everlasting covenant. You have seen 
the legal title to your heavenly mansion. God himself 
has given you the token of his love. The Holy Spirit 
has been resting on you. Break forth into singing, 
and exclaim, * Bless the Lord, O my soul.' (11) 
Encouragement, for the heaven-bound. Hitherto the 
Lord has kept you. He will keep you till the end. 
He is yours .in covenant bonds. He will never, no 
never, leave you, nor forsake you. The heavens may 
depart, and the earth be removed, but his love will 
never be taken from you. His promise is, my presence 
shall go with you, and I will give you rest. All this 
he confirms to you at his own table. Wherefore, 
gird up your loins, and press on to the holy Mount 
now looming in the distance before you. And (12) 
visions of glory, to the far-seeing. Here the telescope 
of faith is handled; and it is adjusted to the powers of 
vision posstissed by each. Some see but a little way. 
Thoy must be led and fed as babes. Others see afar 
off. And from this holy observatory they spy the upper 
sanctuary basking in the beams of celestial glory. 
And their souls are transported with delight at the 
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thought that that shall be their home for ever, and 
that they shall soon reach that holy city, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Hence they go forth from the table of 
the liord leaning on their Saviour, invigorated and 
refreshed, prepared for the march or the fight, as their 
great Captain shall command. 

To the best in quality, and the fullest in variety, it 
is only necessary to add the amplest in quantity. 
Scarcity is excluded from the idea of a feast. In the 
abundance of its spiritual provision the Lord's Supper 
is without a rival. It offers, not the limited streams 
of creation, but the exhaustless fountain of divinity. 
All the fulness of the Godhead bodily dwells in him 
who is here set forth as the food for the souls of his 
people. Millions have been washed by the blood of 
the Lamb, and yet its cleansing virtue is undiminished. 
The beams of divine mercy have dissipated innumerable 
clouds of transgressions, and yet they retain all their 
brilliancy and efficacy to repeat till the end of time the' 
gracious process. The manna in the desert was un- 
failing and abundant during the whole sojourn of 
Israel in the wilderness, because its source was divine; 
in the like manner the whole spiritual Israel of God 
shall never have cause, in all their earthly pilgrimage, 
to complain that the bread, which came down from 
heaven, has failed, or proved insufficient, to meet their 
utmost wants. All this fulness is spread out on this 
table. 
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Satisfaction and exhiliration are usual ooncomitaiits 
of feasting. When the animal wants are richly sup- 
plied, the animal spirits are jubilant. Such is our 
physical natiu*e. Equally true is it that satisfaction 
and exhiliration possess the human soul that has feasted 
by faith on the rich fulness of its divine portion. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE lord's SUPPEB A COMKUNION. 

Communion is the fellowship, or intercourse, of those 
who have one or more things in common. It may be 
refined or low, familiar or formal, according to the 
nature of the bond or bonds of union. Earthly bonds 
lead to worldly intercourse; spiritual ties to heavenly 
fellowship. B^ligion, with its sublime doctrines and 
spiritual exercises, affords the highest and holiest 
ground of communion. Hence communion with God 
is the greatest honour and purest bliss placed within 
the reach of a rational creature; and is the restdt of a 
spiritual union cemented by many endearing bonds. 

The Lord's Supper is called a communion because it 
is the spiritual fellowship of believing souls with 
Christ and one another, in virtue of a holy covenant, 
uniting them to him and to each other. The apostle 
Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, uses the following 
words : "The cup of blessing, which we bless," that is, 
on which we specially invoke the divine blessing, "Is 
it not the communion of the blood of Christ?" — ^that 
is, is it not the exhibition of our common interest in, 
and participation of, the blood of Christ — "the bread 



48 THE lord's supper 

which we break, is it not the communion of the body 
of Christ 1" — that is, is it not the manifestation of our 
common participation of the broken body of Christ. 
(1 Cor. X. 16). 

In this ordinance, then, the true believer has a 
special communion, or intercourse with Christ. It is 
important clearly to define the nature of this com- 
munion, as it has been completely enveloped in the 
haze of superstition. Volumes have been written to 
prove or disprove, what is termed, the "real presence" 
in the Supper. In what sense is Christ present in the 
Supper] — Firs+^^j as God and as head of his church he 
is spiritually present in an especial manner, in this 
meeting of his saints, assembled as they are, in his 
name, for worship, in the exercise of peculiar acts of 
faith and love. In no service of his church on earth 
may his gracious presence be more confidently expected, 
and more joyfully realized, than in this holy ordinance. 
Second, his body is present, not really or actually, but 
symbolically, by the representative elements of bread 
and wine. When men are personally present, in any 
place, they do not need representatives, unless they are 
unable to speak and act for themselves. If Christ 
were to be at all times really present in body in this 
Supper, he would not require symbols to represent 
him. But, knowing that he would not be present 
in personal appearance, he chose these symbols to 
represent him as a sacrifice slain for his people. 
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Hence, the terms, *real presence,' are only true as 
applied to his spiritual presence ; and Eomanists and 
Ritualists in applying them to the visible elements, do 
greatly err. The symbols remain unchanged in their 
substance. It is an abuse of language to represent a 
symbolical presence as a real presence, that is, a 
personal existence. 

The grand purpose of the Supper, in respect to the 
welfare of the individual believer, is to bring him into 
close communion with his glorified Head and Master, 
who is spiritually present. To this end thes^ symbols 
of Christ's painful but precious death are used to excite 
find aid the believer's faith to realize this gracious 
presence. When, through the Spirit's influence, the 
Master's presence is felt, the soul is borne upward as 
on eagles' wings. (Song of Sol. vL 12). Communion 
is now a glorious reality. The Saviour is seen to 
possess an infinite superiority over all others. His 
goodness and his glory pass before the soul. And in 
all this excellence, the saint is made to feel that he 
has a profound and a saving interest. The various 
bonds of relationship, the ground of this holy com- 
mimion, are now disclosed to the delighted believer. 
He is the Redeemer, and they his blood-bought people. 
He is the Captain, and they his liberated followers, for 
whom he fought and died, and whom he is now con- 
ducting to glory. He is the Mediator, and they the 
ohosen ones for whom he intercedes, and whose safety 
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he nerer fails to guard. He is the Shepherd, and 
they the sheep whom he so loved that he gave his life 
to save them from wrath, and is now feeding them in 
the green pastures of his own fold. He is their 
espoused Husband, and they the objects of his ever- 
lasting love, whom he is now preparing for his celestial 
home by these brief, but enrapturing and transforming 
interviews. He is the King of glory, and they his 
ransomed subjects, endeared to him by many ties, and 
he to them by obligations which eternal services can 
but feebly acknowledge. He is the Wonderful, the 
sum of all excellencies, the indescribable centre of all 
glory, and they his never-ceasing admirers, chosen to 
behold his glory, who, although as yet they view him 
through the dim visions of faith, are constrained to 
exclaim : " "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power and riches, and wisdom, and honour and 
glory and blessing," — and to add, as they realize their 
separation, by reason of their occupation of the earthly 
tabernacle — *Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

The believer's communion with Christ is naturally 
associated with his communion with his fellow- 
Christians. The Spirit who united him to the Saviour 
united him to all who love the Saviour. Believers 
are all branches of one tree. They derive their life 
and strength from one common source. They are 
members of one family. However much they may 
differ in age or attainments, or in minor features, they 
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hare all a striking family resemblanoe. They are fed 
at the one table, and enjoy the same fatherly protec- 
tion and care. They are one flock, led and fed and 
guarded by one shepherd. They are the members of 
•ne body — all being guided and controlled by the one 
head. They are one church, built on one foundation, 
and inhabited by one Spirit. They are one army, 
marshalled and commanded by one great leader, the 
Lord of hosts, through whom they all prove more than 
conquerors over all their foes. 

One in doctrines and feelings, they are one in aims 
and efforts. They believe in one God, rest on one 
atonement, obey one Spirit, and walk the one narrow 
path of holiness. The same repentance, gratitude and 
love pervade each heart. Aiming alike at the glory 
of €rod as their chief end, their actions are regulated 
by the one infallible standard, the law of God. 

Enduring the same trials, pacing through the same 
conflicts, sharing the same dangers, fighting the same 
battles, tasting the same joys, feeling the same sorrows, 
gaining the same victories, and enjoying the same 
rewards, is it any wonder that such a community of 
interests should lead to a fellowship of hearts? Would 
that this oneness, so complete and so beautiful in 
theory, were more practically manifest among the heirs 
of glory ! For such a manifestation our Saviour prays 
in these sublime words : ''That they all may be one as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
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may be one in us — ^that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. I in them and they in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one, and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them as thou hast loved me." (John xvii. 21, 23). 

The Supper is intended to exhibit this oneness in a 
peculiar manner. Here all distinctions of age and sex, 
of rank and wealth, of education and office disappear. 
All are the ransomed of the Lord; all the adopted 
children of the Most High — and all alike the heirs of 
glory. Here, if ever, feelings of brotherly love are 
enkindled, and glow so intensely that all ideas of 
superiority, all feelings of pride, are reduced to ashes. 
Here the Master's voice is heard, proclaiming his new 
commandment: "Love one another, as I have loved 
you," — adding, as a special reason for obedience, "By 
this shall all know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." (John xiii. 34, 35). The com- 
mand is obeyed, for at this table old animosities are 
buried and forgotten — ^the disciple looks his brother in 
the face — the proffered hand is eagerly grasped, while 
the breast of each heaves with the struggling emotions 
of Christian love. 

Thus, by raising the believer to high and peculiar 
communion with his Saviour, by exhibiting the 
oneness of the church, and by powerfully diffusing 
brotherly love, this ordinance becomes a most precious 
and efficacious means of grace. 



CHAPTER VII. 



THE lord's supper A COMMEMORATIVE RITE. 



Distinguished service is seldom forgotten. Cities 
and nations have delighted to perpetuate the memoi^y 
of those who have brought them special renown, or 
rendered them signal service. Some, gifted with 
extraordinary mental endowments, have made grand 
discoveries in science and art ; others, fired with noble 
courage, have explored unknown seas, islands, and 
continents; or lighted by a penetrating genius, have 
mapped out the orbits of comets, and the boundaries of 
constellations; while others have illumined the pages 
of literature by the brilliant coruscations of their 
poetic or rhetorical fire. To such a place has been 
given high up on the roll of fame; their portraits have 
adorned public halls, and their st ilues the galleries of 
art. Not less illustrious is the place given in the past 
to those who, inspired by high daring and endowed 
with skill to mould and control large masses of men, 
have, on the field of battle, burst the fetters of an 
enslaved people, or rolled back in dismay the forces of 
a proud assailant, or spread far and wide the limits of 
an empire by the subjugation of every surrounding 
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nation. In the domain of conscience^ distinguished 
leaders have secured to themselves, lofty memorial 
pedestals. The advocates of Calvinistic or Lutheran 
interpretations of Scripture, the devotees of the 
Meccawee prophecy, and the disciples of the Confascian 
moral code may be numbered by scores of millions. 

Nor have the fields of fame been swept of aU their 
laurels. In the arenas of benevolence, politics, science, 
medicine, and theology, noble trophies are yet to be 
won. Let the quagmires of pauperism, the rags of 
myriads of drunkards, the bristling armies of Europe, 
the limited range of our telescopes, and the imsolved 
problem occasioned by the disagreement of the 
cosmogony of Genesis, and the imperfectly read 
records of the rocks, testify. The man who, in the 
might of his benevolence can devise a scheme by which 
the ever-deepening quagmires of pauperism in the old 
world can be drained, and the sickly offshoots of 
humanity in them can be transplanted to healthy fields 
in distant lands — or the man who can shut up the 
thousands of distilleries, which are the blot and scourge 
of civilization, as the useless mmneries and monasteries 
have been shut up, reducing them to the limits re- 
quired by mechanics or medicine, and enforce sobriety 
by assigning to drunkenness a political as well as a 
social infamy, will deserve to have a name applauded 
by millions; the politician who, by arguments, and 
force of character, can persuade the nations to disband 
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their armies and discharge their navies, retaining only 
the necessary police forces of land and sea, will relieye 
the earth of a terrible curse, and deserve the praise of 
unborn generations ; the man who, by science and art 
combined, can burst the limits which now obstruct our 
vision, and can call us to gaze on the gardens of distant 
planets or trace their wandering streams, will well 
deserve a place with the illustrious Kepler and New- 
ton; — and, passing such questions as the extent of the 
deluge, and the whole field of unfulfilled prophecy — 
the man of science and theology, whose penetrating 
g«miu8 can solve the enigma of creation's days, and 
unveil to us in their order and in their time, the 
operations of that wondrous week by which the earth 
was prepared for man's abode — ^will do a service to the 
cause of truth performed by few, and plant his name 
beyond the reach of oblivion. 

There is a propriety in perpetuating the name and 
the fame of men of great intellectual and moral worth, 
and of high and noble achievments. Those who have 
mastered great difficulties, and sown the seed of 
glorious harvests, should not be forgotten by those 
who reap the results of their labours. The awarding 
of due honours to the worthies of past generations, is 
the most powerful stimulant to the deserved attain- 
ment of similar renown. We discountenance all hero- 
worship, bat the great and the good should not be 
forgotten. The remembrance of their worth is, in a 
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measure, a resuscitation of their excellence. All fame 
dissociated from high moral worth is evanescent — it is 
but the gleam of the passing meteor. The righteous 
alone shall be had in everlasting remembrance. No 
man has yet been the honoured of all the earth. 
Nations have had their men of renown, but no man 
has yet attained to the high pre-eminence of being the 
renowned of all nations. It shall not always be so. 
A high claimant is in the field. Who is hel — Jesus 
Christ! ^^T saw in the night visions, and behold, 
one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, 
nations, and languages should serve him : his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.'* 
(Dan. vii 13, 14). His glory extinguishes the splendor 
of all eai-th's brightest lights combined. Do you ask 
what has he done to merit thLs acme of renown 1 

What has he done! He beheld our race pressed 
hard by the legions of hell, and crowded together on 
the brow of the precipice overhanging the gulf of 
perdition, into which many were falling, and, knowing 
our inability to resist the powers of darkness, he pitied 
us, and descending from heaven, clothed himself with 
our nature, and took his place among us as the Son of 
Man; then, single-handed, he fell upon our foes, and 
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cut a way for our escape through their midst, and 
seizing the arch-destrojer, the prince of devils, he 
boimd him in adamantine chains, and hurled him into 
the abyss. 

What has he done ! He beheld our world exposed 
to the full vengeance of a holy God, which like a 
stream of fire issued from his throne of judgment, and 
threatened us with speedy and terrible destruction; 
when, assuming the post of our defender, he descended 
to earth, and planted himself between us and this 
fiery torrent; it smote, prostrated, and scorched him; 
but ha^g spent itself upon him, he rose in the 
strength of his omnipotence, and established himself 
as the Bock of refuge to which the condemned of 
earth may flee, and whither the very breath of de- 
struction cannot follow them. 

What has he done ! He beheld the children of men 
smitten with the leprosy of sin, and pining in the 
sorrows of moral corruption, without a physician, and 
with none to devise a method of escape from the 
second and eternal death which threatened them ; his 
bowels of compassion were touched by our abject 
wretchedness; and knowing that his blood alone could 
afford the needed remedy, he scrupled not to draw the 
vital fluid from the body which he had assumed for 
this very end, and sprinkle it (Heb. xiL 24) upon 
the sin-stained soul; and every soul on whom it fell, 
and on whom it &lls, is saved from death, and 
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subjected to a remedial process wMch isdues in 
eternal health. 

What has he done ! He beheld the nations of earth 
shut out from the celestial paradise, and wandering 
in poverty and misery upon the barren wastes of this 
world f when, paying the price of our admission^ in a life 
of obedience of spotless integrity, amidst unnumbered, 
temptations, he threw wide open the gates of the 
heavenly kingdom; and standing himself at the opened 
portals, invites, with outstretched arms, the weary, 
wandering souls of earth to enter and enjoy with him 
the mansions of everlasting glory. 

These are exploits without a parallel Let this 
renowned champion be held in everlasting remem- 
brance ! Let all the nations of the earth combine to 
give him, with a name above every name^ universal 
dominion and glory ! 

The Lord's Supper, as a memorial rite, is intended 
to preserve from oblivion his name, his character, his 
doings, and his death. Well might his disciples 
remember him. He was their Teacher. And never 
teacher spake like him. What gracious words fell 
from his lips. What secrets were revealed, what 
mysteries made known by his divine teachings. How 
important his revelations ! How pure his doctrines ! 
What simplicity of language, what facility of expression ! 
Do scholars long retain the .remembrance of beloved 
teachers? This teacher could never be forgotten. 
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He was their Leader. They followed him from 
place to place. Thej received his instructions and 
obeyed his orders. He admitted the propriety of 
their styling him Lord and Master, for so he was. 
In following him, they were permitted to see a sue* 
cession of wonders never before beheld by mortal eyes. 
Oould they forget these miracles) Nothing was too 
hard for hun. No misery beyond his compassion. 
No combination of devils too strong for him. What 
missions of mercy, what journeys of benevolence were 
}iis incessant wanderings ! They had no need to be 
ashamed of the mighty deeds of their Leader. He did 
all things welL 

He was their constant friend, their most intimate 
companion. How could they forget him! He left 
them only when he retired to commune with his 
heavenly Father. He unbosomed himself to them. 
He shared every toil and every danger with them. 
He took three of them to behold his glory on the 
mount and his agony in the garden. He gave them 
constant proofs of his love for them; and in volun- 
tarily dying a painful death, he assured them that love 
for them constrained him to make this greatest possible 
sacrifice. Could they ever forget such a friend, such 
a Saviour! To them he said — 'This do in remem- 
brance of me.' They did obey — and with what oft- 
repeated precious personal reminiscences of their divine 
faster. To us, his professed believers, he says — 
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'Do this in remembrance of me!* How shall we 
obey? What shall we remember? 

We must remember (1) his original glory. He is 
Qod as well as man. He dwelt with the Father in 
uncreated glory before the world was. In coming to 
our earth he simply veiled his glory, concealing it for 
a time from mortal eyes. All the perfections of deity 
belong to him, and^all the honours of creation, provi- 
dence, and redemption. Let us never forget, in look- 
ing upon the memorials of his broken body and shed 
blood, that he is endowed with transcendent excellence; 
even the undiminishable splendour of a self-existent 
and eternal divinity. 

We must remember (2) his humiliation as a man. 
Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor. 
He was bom in a stable. His mother and her 
husband were among the poorest of ihe earth. He 
had no home. Foxes had holes, and the birds of tue 
air nests, but he, the Son of Man, had not where to 
lay his head. Finale friends, to their credit be it 
written, contributed of their means for his support. 
The riches of creation belonged to him, but on this 
mission of mercy he accepted the hospitality of sinners. 
He was cradled in a manger not his own, and buried 
in a tomb belonging to another. Was not this an 
abasement for the King of glory? 

We must remember (3) his holy life. Though he 
lived among sinners, he was not a sinner. Mingling 
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with the impure, he yet contracted no defilement. 
Exposed to many temptations, iniquity found no 
footing within him. Incessantly provoked by sinners 
he never retaliated, proving himself most harmless 
amidst the most injurious. No crime could be laid to 
his charge. Yet he was condemned as a vile criminal 
for testifying to what was, in reality, the truth. This 
is our holy Saviour — ^the spotless Lamb of God. 

We must remember (4) hia benevolent life. It was 
the very joy of his heart to do good. He never 
wearied in relieving the distressed, healing the sick, 
casting out devils, and binding up the broken hearted. 
His presence was an atmosphere of health to every 
district which he visited. Virtue went out of him to 
heal the soul as well as the body. At his touch the 
sealed eyelids opened, the stains of the leper dis- 
appeared, and the bonds of death were broken. Who 
could forget his universal benevolence, or his incessant 
gratuitous benefactions? 

We must remember (5) his atoning death. Its 
pains and itfi sorrows can never be forgotten. All 
was endured for us. By his stripes we are healed. 
He was wounded for our transgressions. He was 
bruised for our iniquities. On him was laid the 
iniquity of us all. This broken body unites the soul 
of man to God — ^this shed blood extinguishes the 
stream of divine wrath that flows down upon our 
race. O let us remember that we owe all to him. 
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He was, is, and shall be all in all to us. And tbis 
death which he endured for ns seals our love to him 
for ever. 

We must remember (6) his victorious resurrection. 
Death could not retain him. He held the keys of hell 
and death. He could open, and none could shut. 
And he did open the tomb, and left it open for all his 
followers. He saw no corruption. But the third 
revolving sun beheld him a conqueror over death and 
the grave. And in this ascent from the tomb he lets 
us behold our glorious resurrection. We sow to cor- 
ruption, but he shall raise to glory. He shall call, 
and we shall answer, and exclaim — *Lo! this is our 
God, we have waited for him, we will be glad and 
rejoice in his salvation now complete.' 

And we must remember (7) his triumphant ascen- 
sion to glory. He came to earth to be a servant, but 
he went back to heaven to be a king. He came down 
to be dishonoured, he went up to be crowned with 
unfading glory. Let us not forget at his table that 
our king is now no more the man of sorrows, without 
a place to lay his head. He is now on the throne of 
heaven, principalities and powers being made subject 
to him. All power in heaven and on earth is given 
to him. Thousands upon thousands of angels wait to 
do his bidding. We worship now the Lord of glory, 
whose sympathies with earth are not relaxed because 
of his exaltation, but who exerts all his high authority 
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for the benefit of his faithful militant church below. 
Who would be ashamed to remember, to own, or to 
honour such a SaAdour or such a King? 

If you now ask why do we so remember him? I 
answer — Because he is most worthy to be had in eveiv 
lasting remembrance. Who shall be remembered if 
he is forgotten? — Because he requires us to do so. 
What command shall be obeyed if this be disregarded? 
— ^Because it will transmit the savor of his name to 
all generations. With that name the stream of life 
flows to the dying nations of earth. — And, because if 
we so remember him, he will remember us, and his 
gracious presence shall feast our souls with heavenly 
food. 

In this memorial rite opposites meet. Sadness is 
blended with joy. There is a manifestation of death, 
and a realization of life. There is an evidence of dis- 
tance, and a consciousness of nearness. And, in rising 
from a seo^vice outwardly material, but one in which 
the highest type of spirituality finds its appropriate 
place, the genuine believer finds himself weaned from 
the material and visible, and eagerly longing to behold 
the face of his glorified Saviour in heaven. 



CHAPTER Yin. 

WHO SHOULD PARTAKE OP THE SUPPBR*? 

The nature of an ordinance must, in a great measure, 
determine the character of those who can satisfactorily 
observe it. If the Lord's Supper is an exhibitory rite, 
they only can intelligently observe it who can "discern 
the Lord's body," that is, who can apprehend the true 
import of the symbols presented to view. If it is tf 
sealing rite, it presupposes an antecedent engagem^t 
or covenant, and hence, they only can sincerely observe 
it who have previously given themselves over to Christ, 
in the bonds of an everlasting covenant. If it is a feast, 
they only can please him who has provided it, and 
find satisfaction in sitting at his table, who have a 
spiritual appetite for the rich and varied spiritual 
nourishment here set forth. If it is a commtinion, 
they only can enjoy close fellowship with Christ, and 
cherish true brotherly love towards their fellow 
Christians, who have previously become the friends of 
Christ, and in whose hearts the love of God has been 
shed abroad by the Holy Ghost If it is a com- 
memorative rite, they only can feel any warm interest 
in observing it who have known, admired, and loved 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, and who from their knowledge, 
admiration, and love, are prepared to do all in their 
power to perpetuate his name and his fame, not only 
to the latest ages of time, but throughout the endless 
ages of eternity. 

In God's house there are various departments, 
duties, and privDeges. The man who stands in the 
outer court, disregarding the calls of the Master tc 
repentance and faith, may not claim the privileges o 
the guest-chamber. He who opens the doors of tl: 
house of God may have no qualification for public* 
Tinfolding the unsearchable riches of Christ. And - 
who contents himself with a seat in the audience 
chamber can present no claim for admission to that 
inner room where our divine Redeemer manifests 
himself to his beloved friends. As the membership 
of the Church is the visible exponent of Christianity 
to the world, too great care cannot be taken that such 
membership exhibit, in theory and practice, the main 
doctrines and fruits of our holy religion. The Saviour 
said to his foUowers:— *Ye are the light of the world 
— ^ye are salt of the earth.* (Matt. v. 13, 14). Af 
the welfare of individual souls, the efficiency and 
progress of the Church, and the honour of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are thus bound up in the character of 
those who sit down at the Lord's table, the answer to 
the question 'Who should partake of the Supper f 
cannot £ail to prove a subject of deep interest. 
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To afford the fullest information on a question 
seldom investigated for the first time by an inquirer 
without difficulty, I shall answer it in a double form; 
fi»t negatiyelj, and then affinnfttiT^lj. 

Fvrati — Who should not take their places at the 
Lord's table? — In general, all who are distinguished in 
Scripture as the world, that is, the whole body of the 
impenitent, unbelieving, irreligious, and ungodly. 

In particular, (1). The immoral By such we under* 
stand, those whose lives are openly at varianoe 
with the express laws of God. Among these are 
foimd the profane swearer^ who dishonours Ood by 
the irreverent use of his name in common oonversa* 
tion; the Sabbath-breaker, by whom the Lord's day, 
set apart for the spiritual exercises of Gk)d's worship 
in public and private, is spent in sloth, pleasure, or 
business; the drunkard, whose habits are suioidal, soul 
and body being exposed to certain destruction; and 
the drunkard-maker (Habak. iL 15), whose accursed 
traffic is peopling the regions of the damned; the 
impure, whose licentious lives proclaim their subject 
tion to corrupt propensities; the imjust, whose gains 
by pilfering, fraud, and extortion are the property of 
others; and the lying, whose unbridled tongues 
habitually give utterance to falsehood and slander. 
(PsaL L. 19, 20). 

(2). The ignorant. The service of the omniscient 
God does not comport with ignorance. Ignorance 
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inay be the 'mother of deyotion' with thoee who 
worship sainte and angels, but it has no afl^tj with 
the religion of Jesus. Hence, the pains taken in all ag^ 
to make the character of Grod, and the service which 
he requires, known to the children of men. A certain 
kind of knowledge is declared to be eternal life. (John 
zrii 3). Such as are ignorant of their state hj nature, 
their guilt and condemnation, the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ, his natures and offices, and the service 
required by Gk)d in order to our salvation; and, in 
particular, the nature and purpose of this ordinance, 
are manifestly disqualified for partaking of the Supper, 
coidd derive no benefit from it, and would assuredly 
incur the displeasure of the Master of the feast, by 
presuming to take a seat at his table. 

(3). Those who neglect the ordinary duties of 
religion. By those duties, we understand, reading or 
hearing the word of Ck>d, private and social prayer, 
attendance on, and maintenance of, public worship, 
when such is attainable. No one can delight in God 
without desiiiBg to know his wiU. The word of Grod 
will then be prized, and read or listened to with 
interest and pleasure. Spiritual desires will find their 
natural outlet in prayer. He who finds it in his heart 
to pray, will seek to persuade his family and friends 
to join him in the same holy exercise. And when 
public worship is accessible or attainable, the man who 
fears Qod will not absent himself from it, nor refuse a 
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fidr support to it, wheD that worship is conducted 
according to the Scriptures. Hence, the man who 
habitually neglects these plain and profitable duties, 
is not entitled to the highest privilege of the Church, 
nor could it prove beneficial to one in his spiritual 
state. 

(4). Those who know that they are in a state of 
nature, that grace does not reign in them, and that 
they have undergone no r^enerating or renewing 
change. Many are met with who are not immoral, 
who cannot be spoken of as ignorant of the fundamental 
doctrines of religion, and who do not habitually neglect 
the duties of religion in some sort, for they occasionally 
read the Bible, engage in prayer, and regularly go to 
the hoTise of God; and yet, they are conscious that 
their souls are not turned unto God, that they do not 
know him, that they have not been brought nigh 
to him, that they have no special delight in him, 
and that they have not realized Jesus Christ as 
precious to their souls. Such have not been made 
new creatures; they have not been quickened by the 
Holy Ghost; they are unconverted. When a person 
really knows that this is his spiritual condition, he 
should not come forward to the Lord's table, and no 
pressure should be brought to bear upon him to 
partake of this feast while in this state. Another 
duty demands his first attention. It becomes him 
instantly, with the utmost solicitude, to lift his soul 
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to Jesus Christy and crave most humbly an interest in 
his atonement and intercession. When he has tasted 
that the Lord is gracious, his filial heart will joyfully 
comply with this command. An xmrenewed soul 
cannot be expected to ratify a personal covenant 
which he has never mada He cannot boast in a 
Saviour whom he has never known. He cannot find 
satisfiBictLon in the spiritual provision of the Supper. 
He cannot rise to holy communion with God, for he 
is yet a stranger to reconciliation. He cannot thank- 
fully remember Christ, for his heart has not yet bowed 
to his constraining love. For all these reasons he 
should not claim the place of a disciple, and thereby 
add the sin of hypocrisy to his other transgressions. 

(5). And, lastly, believers in a backsliding state, 
when chargeable with some open transgression for 
which no repentance has been shown. The Scriptures 
lead us to believe that there is scarcely any sin — ^the 
unpardonable one excepted — ^into which a believer 
may not fall when lefb to the power of the evil spirit. 
It is sufficient to mention the names of Noah, Lot» 
Job, Aaron, David, Solomon, and Peter. As children 
they are entitled to the provision of their Father's 
house ; .but as for the time they are disobedient 
children, they are not entitled to any special &vour 
or intercourse such as this Supper, nor are they in a 
spirit that could render it profitable to them. There 
is reason to fear that the Lord does say conoemini? thp 
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communion of many wlio approach him with greviouii 
backslidings imrepented of: — "Your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth — ^they are a trouble unto me — ^I am 
weary to bear them." (Isai L 14). Let believers 
look well to their ways when they would approach 
Crod in this holy ordinanoe, for he whose name is 
Jealous will surely turn his back upon those who 
affiront him with the cold formalities of impenitent 
hearts. 

Second, — ^Who should partake of the Supper 1 — ^In 
^neral, all who are in a gracious state, that is, all 
who have been quickened by the Spirit of God, 
brought from darkness to the light of the gospel, 
justified, adopted, and made temples of the Holy 
Ghost. 

In particular, (1) The enlightened. God is light, 
and those who enjoy his presence cannot dwell in 
darkness. In the experience of such God's word has 
proved piercing, penetrating, and disclosing. The 
secrets of their lives, their guilt, and condemnation, 
and their immediate danger have been revealed with 
power to their souls. They looked to the right and 
to the left, and there was no man te help. On crying 
to God the cross of Christ was revealed as their hope. 
They beheld on it God's appointed sacrifice for sinners. 
His surpassing love and mercy burst upon their 
illumined spirits. Light, joyous and heavenly, fiJiled 
their souls. It was the marvellous light of the goi^l. 
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Jjet tliet](i go ibrward to the table of the Lord, their 
spiritual discernment will enable them to behold the 
glory of the only-begotten of the Father, and the 
sight will be transforming. 

(2). The penitent. Men's hearts are by nature 
hard and impenitent They feel not their guilt, they 
mourn not for their sina To the penitent a new 
heart has been given, a heart of flesh as distinguished 
from the stony heart. (Ezek. xxxvL 26). A nature 
so sensitive trembles at the apprehension of the 
authority, justice, and holiness of Qo4 from ft pon- 
sciousness of its own sinfulness. Sin is bewailed with 
peculiar sorrow, because the offense is against One of 
exceeding goodness. Its vileness is seen as opposition 
to truth and justice, and as hatred of holiness and 
love. Being abhorred, it is put far away, and its very 
appearance is avoided. Oppressed with a sense of sin, 
the table of the Lord will be prepious to the penitent j 
for while it deepens his hatred of sin as the procuring 
cause of Christ's death, it will alsp remove his burden, 
by a visible assurance that an atonement has been 
made, and that he is now forgiven. 

(3). The believing. Such have taken Christ at his 
word. They have laid hold on his promises, and cast 
themselves on his mercy. Confident in his ability 
and readiness to save to the uttermost all that come 
to him, they have fled to him as the only refuge 
for sinners. Esteeming him the pearl of great price, 
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they have been willing to give up all for his sake. 
Accepting him a» their prophet, priest, and king, they 
have given themselves, both body and soul, for time 
and eternity, to him. Non« may debar them from 
their Lord's table. It is spread for them. Here they 
shall receive proofs of their Saviour's love, and hen 
their souls will offer him the tribute of admiring anc' 
grateful affection. And by both the covenant of peace 
shall be ratided. 

(4). The pious, or those who delight in the service 
of God. It is characteristic of the new man that he 
delights in the law of God. It is sweet to his taste; 
it is more prized than gold. Of the sanctuary he is 
ever ready to say — a day in it is better than a 
thousand in the tents of sin. Praise is to him so 
natural and so agreeable that he never wearies in it — 
it is his daily delight. And, as for prayer, he cannot 
tell how often, day and night, he speaks in prayer to 
the invisible One. For any benevolent effort he holds 
himself in readiness; and his steady perseverance in 
every good work, when others fall off, marks the 
strength of the divine principle which animates him. 
To him the Supper will be eminently refreshing. 

(5). And lastly, the heavenly-minded, or those who 
habitually walk with God. There are such upon our 
fallen world. Their peace ia like a river, and their 
righteousness like the waves of the sea. A settled 
calmness pervades their spirits, from the constant 
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indwelling of the Holy Ghost. They breath a 
heavenly atmosphere — they are spiritually-minded. 
Communion with God is their daily employment; and 
their joy is often full to overflowing from fellowship 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. (John 
XV. 10, 11 : 1 John i. 3, 4). For such the table of the 
Lord^ spread. They can sit down under the shadow of 
the tree of life with great delight, and And the fruit 
sweet to their taste. (Song of Sol. ii 3). 

There are steps in the ladder of Christian perfection. 
If the higher are yet beyond the reach of many 
inquirers, let them test themselves by the three lower. 
Can any say that the word of God has powerfully 
opened his understanding, brought conviction of sin 
to his soul, humbled him in the dust of self-abasement, 
and opened before him the refrige for sinners? Can 
he say that, humbled^^and penitent he fled to that 
refuge, and now cleaves to Christ as all his salvation, 
and all his desire? — Let him come; he may receive 
strong consolation from these visible pledges of his 
Saviour's love. 



CHAPTER IX. 

EXAMINATIONS, INDIVIDUAL AND OFFICIAL. 

• 

When subjects of interest or matters of importance 
are involved in obscurity or uncertainty, examination 
is resorted to, that we may ascertain what we desire to 
know. Many, indeed, anticipating an unfavourable 
result, shrink from an investigation. The obscurity 
or uncertainty of their state leaves them a shade of 
hope, and they are unwilling to risk that feeble stay 
by an examination. But where intelligence and dis- 
cretion exercise due influence, men will not rest in 
vague uncertainties. Tliey mflst know their state in 
the things both of time and eternity. When their 
financial state is involved, they will insist on a rigid 
and timely investigation ; and when their spiritual 
state is obscured they will repeat the process of self- 
inspection, until from many passing glimpses of the 
inner man, they are enabled to form a distinct moral 
image. If a man's condition is found after faithful 
investigation to be &vourable, he may take the com- 
fort of it, and dismiss his fears; but if the very 
reverse, the timely discovery may enable him to ward 
off the coming evil, to lessen its power, or, at least, 



EXAMiNATIOKS. 



75 



to bear the stroke with greater equanimity, from 
having foreseen its approach. Few require to be told 
that the neglect of due examination in worldly matters 
has resulted in the misery of individuals, the ruin of 
families, the destruction of armies, and the downfall of 
nations. And oh 1 how many might have been spared 
the excruciating experience of the pit of perdition if 
they had only thoughtfully observed that plain but 
important maxim — *Look before you leap P The more 
weighty the interests at stake, the more pressing the 
necessity for thorough examination whenever the un- 
certainty exists. All the earthly concerns of our 
present life are not to be compared with the eternal 
interests of our future existence. If honour and 
justice demand a frequent investigation of worldly 
business, should not honour and justice in a still 
higher degree demand a frequent examination of our 
spiritual business, as charged with our eternal interests. 
And as there are special calls for inspection in the one 
case, so there are in the other. If the acceptance of 
an associate in business, the undertaking of a perilous 
voyage, the assumption of extraordinary respon- 
sibilities, or the declaration of war against a formidable 
foe, calls for the painstaking labours of the worldly 
accountant, — ^the profession of a covenant relationship 
with Crod, the assumption of office in the Church of 
Christ, the exposure to persecution for the sake of 
the gospel, or the prospect of death calls for the 
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painstaking exploration of the heart and life by a 
conscientious man. 

The duty of self-examination is plainly set forth in 
Scripture. "Examine yourselves whether ye be in the 
faith; prove your own selves." (2 Cor. xiii. 5). Its 
importance, in connection with the ordinance of the 
Supper, is explicitly stated. In writing to the Church 
in Corinth, Paul says: "But let a man examine him- 
aelf, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup." (1 Cor. XL 28), Recognizing this duty, the 
Presbyterian Church, in one of its subordinate 
standards, the Shorter Catechism, answers the 
question, *What is required to the worthy receiving 
of the Lord's Supper?* — ^thus: ^*It is required of them 
that would worthily partake of the Lord's Supper, that 
they examine themselves of their knowledge to discern 
the Lord's body, of their faith to feed upon him, of their 
repentance, love, and new obedience; lest coming un- 
worthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves." 
A careful study of this answer, by intending commu- 
nicants, will be found very profitable. Knowledge, 
faith, repentance, love, and new obedience are repre- 
sented as necessary to a worthy participation in the 
Supper. Let a man, then, ask himself — Do I under- 
stand the nature and purpose of this ordinance 1 
What benefits are attached to its right observance, 
and how may these be mine? Can my faith so appre- 
hend the fulness and preciousness of Christy that my 



BXAHINATIONS. 71 

soul may feed upon him] Do I. accept his promises, 
and so confidently rest upon them, that my soul may 
take the present benefit of them as if they were, in a 
measure, actually fulfilled) Have I mourned for my 
sin as a man mourns ior a sore bereavement? And 
have I turned from my sin, even the most indulged in, 
and cast myself upon the sovereign mercy of God 
revealed in Christ 1 Could I answer the question put 
to Simon, son of Jonas, by our Lord, in respect to his 
love to his Master, in the words whioh Simon usedl 
Could I say, from the kindly feelings cherished to his 
name, his Church, his service, and his people, that I 
do sincerely love the divine Person, Jesus Christ? 
Can I say that my heart rises, at times, aB it were 
spontaneously, in adoring gratitude to my gracious 
Redeemer for what he has done and is now doing for 
me? And is it manifi^t to myself that old things 
have, in part, at least, passed away, and that all things 
have become new in rei|>ect to vieiws ci God, and my 
obedience to his laws? In this way a man may arrive 
at an answer to the main question which he should 
put to himself — Can I worthily approach the table 
of the Lord? 

Or, adopting oae of the many modes of self-exa- 
mination wktch might be prescribed, we might make 
our rdoiUonships the basis of inquiry. — ^What is our 
present relation to God? We are his creatures and 
his subjects, have we been brought to feel that we are 
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his property, and that it is our duty promptly and 
cheerfully to obey his lawsl We have been in open 
and persistent rebellion, have we submitted, confessed 
our faults, and earnestly sought reconciliation in his 
prescribed way? — ^What is our relation to Adam) 
We are his children, and he our head and representa- 
tive, have we felt that as in him, and represented by 
him, we have fallen from our original dignity, have 
been justly deprived of our inheritance, and are, as 
irespects our spiritual state, under the wrath and curse 
of Godi — What is our relation to Christ? He has 
been sent into the world to undo what Adam has 
done, and to do what Adam has left undone, have we 
welcomed the glad tidings of this mission of mercy, 
and eagerly availed ourselves of his offer to take all 
our sins upon himself, and transfer all the merits of 
his obedience to us? Have we sought with all our 
heart, and prized ss above all price a union with him 
as our second head and representative; and do we 
cordially cleave to him in the earnest expectation that 
as our cov^iant head he will meet all demands on us, 
and do all that is required for us? — ^What is our rela- 
tion to the law? It is just and perfect; have we seen 
it to be holy and just and good? Do we recognize 
God's right, if h3 pleases, to demand obedience to it 
even from those who have rendered themselves unable 
to obey it, and do we stUl regard it as the rule of our 
conduct, while trusting in the merits of Christ alone as 



SZAKIKATIOiro. 79 

the grounds of acceptance indth Gkxl and as reinoying 
the curse attached to the transgression of the lawl-^ 
What is our relation to the gospel? It sets forth the 
divine remedy for onr miseries; hare we received it as 
Bucht And do we believe all the gracious promises 
therein contained, and have we sought to make these 
promises our own hj complying with the prescribed 
conditions) — ^What is our relation to the world 1 It 
is declared to be under the influence of one styled Hhe 
prince of this world,' the devil; have we cast off his 
yoke, and separated ourselves from those who still 
continue under his sway, and is our separation so 
marked that they have ceased to be our bosom friends, 
their peculiar pursuits and pleasures being totally alien 
to our views and feelings) — ^What is our relation to 
the Church 1 Christ loves the Church; do we love it) 
Is the Church our delight above all earthly societies? 
Do we feel ourselves one with it? Are the services of 
Qod's house the wells of salvation to bur souls? Do 
we earnestly seek the prosperity of Zion; and could 
WB hear to take the lowest place in U to advance its 
glory, efficiency, and happiness? Can we say that its 
peace and progress lie very near our heftrtSy and form 
the subjects of frequtot prayer? — And, what is our 
relation to our social position? Do we see the hand 
of GM in the various relationships of life; and is it 
our steady aim fiuthfuUy to discharge all our relative 
duties, as in the sight of God? Can our efforts for 
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the spiritual good of those with whom we associate 
testify to our desire to see them among the savedl 

Here is a field sufficiently wide for the common 
imderstanding to take its spiritual bearings, and 
thence to shape its course from its correctly ascer- 
tained position. It is admitted that after a very 
careful examination doubts may exist in the mind of 
a weak, though sincere believer. In such a case, if 
any considerable proportion of these questions can be 
answered satisfactorily, let him know that He who 
breaks not the bruised read, nor quenches the smoking 
flaXy will graciously receive him, and own him as his 
own. 

Apart from the individual obligation of personal 
self-examination, the officers of the Church have a duty 
to perform^ in admitting to the Lord's table. The 
Church of Christ is an organized society. -As such, 
it possesses officers or rulers. (Acts xiv. 23: Heb. 
xiii. 17). These rulers are called in Scripture, ' 
Presbyters .or elders, and also Bishops or overseers. 
(1 Tim V. 17; 1 Peter v. 1: Acts xx. 17, 28); 
and their court, or assembly, a Presbytery, (1 Tim. 
iv. 14 : and the same word, as designating the ruling 
assembly of the Jewish church, occurs in the original 
of Acts xxii 5, and Luke xxii 66). Churches which 
claim to be Scriptural, should have officers which 
bear Sciipture names ; and the assembly of such 
officers should bear a Scripture name, when such is 
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provided for them. Attention to this plain, but im» 
portant duty, would go far to unite iike severed 
branches of Christ's Church. There is no valid 
ground for disunion, still less for antagonism. When 
Churches are not separated by party names, that is, 
when they all bear one Scriptural name, they may 
be brought to consider how far unity of doctrine and 
spirit calls for visible union in a corporate capacity. 
To return from this digression. One of the most 
important duties of the officers of the Church is to 
keep the Church pure from ignorant and scandalous 
persons. (1 Cor. v. 5 : Rev. iL 14, 20). If they 
must cast out those who show themselves unworthy of 
a place among the people of God, it is their duty to 
keep out those who are known to be unworthy. The 
faithful exercise of Scriptural discipline, in matters of 
doctrine, as well as of life, will receive the blessing of 
Christ j its neglect will not fail to be followed by 
marks of his displeasure. A very serious responsibility 
rests upon the rulers of the Church in admitting 
persons to sealing ordinances. The official work of 
the elders will form a chief part of their account before 
the great Judge. That they may satisfactorily dis- 
charge their duties they must exercise the right of 
examining those who apply for admission to the 
Church. In this official examination, three things 
claim attention, viz., doctrine, experience, and 
ecclesiastical obligations. 
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Li the matter of doctrine, there should be some 
accurate knowledge of at least the fundamental truths 
of revelation, the distinctive principles of the Church, 
and the nature of the ordinance to be observed. To 
this knowledge some experience must be added. 
While indefinitely varied in details, the experience of 
all truly gracious souls will be, in essentials, alike. 
Sin will be detested, and the Saviour will be prized. 
The condemning power of the law and the attractive 
power of the gospel wiU be felt and owned. A sense 
of utter emptiness in self and of infinite fulness in 
Christ will have been experienced, and should now be 
acknowledged. And, as seeking admission to an 
organized society, the applicant should be prepared to 
promise dutiful submission to rightful authority, to 
bear his share of the burdens of the Church in its 
maintenance and extension, to seek its peace and 
prosperity; and not to leave it without grave reasons, 
and only in an orderly way, by obtaining a regular 
dismission, or after exhausting all due means to obtain 
one. 

The Church of God should be the light of society, 
the seat of sincerity and purity, the abode of peace and 
fidelity, and the pattern of benevolence and good 
order. 



CHAPTER X. 

QUESTIONS FOB SELF-EXAMINATION. 

It may be of serviee, especially to those who con- 
template making a public profession of religion for 
the first time, to group together some of the more 
important questions, touching the experience and pro- 
fession of religion, by which a person may try himself 
before asking admission to the table of the Lord. 
These may be arranged under three heads — ^the natural 
state, the gracious state, and Church fellowship :— 
First, the natural state. 

1. Am I sensible that I am a sinner both by 

nature and by practice) 

2. Have I felt that as such I am alienated £rom 

God, and dead and cold in all that pertains 
to his service? 

3. Ann I conscious that in this state I am justly 

excluded from the gracious presence of Grod, 

and incapable of enjoying it? 
4 Do I feel that I am still under law to Ood, and 

accountable to him? 
^. Have I admitted that that law is perfect, and 

therefore just and unchangeable? 
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6. Am r painfully convinced that I liave broken 

it ever since I became responsible? 

7. Do I know that it is impossible for me in my 

weakness to keep it, and yet do I confess 
that I am without excuse? 

8. Am I prepared to acknowledge that my best 

efforts to serve God, even ray most earnest 
devotions, have no merit before him? 

9. Can I say from my very heart — I am justly con- 

demned? 

10. Is it perfectly manifest to me, that if saved it 

must be by the merits of another? 

11. Do I feel that such an intervention on the part 

of another in my behalf would be an act 
of sovereign mercy? 

1 2. And, can I say that the offer of salvation, through 

the merits of an ail-sufficient Mediator, would 
receive my earnest attention and eager 
acceptance? 

Second, the gracious state. 

1. Havc I bewailed before God my sinful and 

forlorn condition? 

2. Have I seen the fulness of grace offered in 

Chfifit? 
3« Has my soul gone out in earnest desires to have 

him as my Saviour? 
4. Do I now rest on him alone for salvation? 
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5. Do I hate every false and evil way? 

6. Is his service pleasant, and his honour dear to 

me? 

7. Do I often long to be like him and to be with 

him? 

8. Do I love the Holy Spirit, and cherish his 

presence with me^ 

9. Do I honour him by submitting to his voice, 

and seeking his gracious aid in every duty] 

10. Is it the very joy of my heart to do good? 

11. Do I seek to maintain unbroken communion 

with God? 

12. And, is the subjection of the whole earth to 

Jesus Christ the longing desire of my heart? 

Third, Church fellowship. 

1. Am I prepared to bear testimony for Jesus 

Christ? 

2. Am I willing to practice self-denial for his 

honour? 

3. Am I ready to bear persecution for his name's 

sake? 

4. Can I promise to attend the means of grace 

whenever God gives me opportunity? 

5. Am I willing to contribute of what God has 

given me to support these means where 
they are, and to send them where they are 
not? 
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6. Can I engage myself to" take my share of the 

actual work of the Church 1 

7. Can I promise to promote its peace by the 

cultivation of brotherly love towards all my 
fellow-members ? 

8. Am I ready to render all due obedience to the 

rightful authority of the officers of the 
Church? . 

9. Will I support the proper exercise of discipline? 

10. Will I cordially seek the extension of the 

Church by bringing those under my influence 
to hear the Word, and by taking part in 
prayer and supplication for the revival of 
religion and the conversion of sinners? 

11. When offenses come, and disagreements arise, 

will I earnestly seek the restoration of har- 
mony and love among the brethren? 

12. And, can I promise that I shall not forsake the 

Church, nor neglect her ordinances, except 
for grave Scriptural reasons, and then only 
after obtaining, if possible, an orderly dis- 
mission? 



CHAPTER XI 

MOTIVES FOR SEEKING ADMISSION TO THE LORD's SUPPER. 

Motives are incitements to action. They may exist 
either as temporary emotions, as the fear which 
induced the apostle Peter to deny his Master (John 
xviii 26, 27), or as confirmed mental habits, as .the 
love of money, which impelled Judas to betray the 
Saviour (John xiL 6), or as principles of action, as the 
determination of Paul to conform to the sinless 
peculiarities of Jew and G^entile, to secure the accep- 
tance of the gospel among both (1 Cor. ix. 19 — 23), or 
as the demands of conscience, as the confession extorted 
from the sons of Jacob of their cruelty to their brother 
when they found themselves in straits in Egypt (Gen. 
xliL 21, 22). With these impelling influences various 
considerations are generally associated, giving them at 
the time a particular form and strength; — of the past, 
as the grief of Darius, which caused him to spend a 
sleepless, fiwsting night, because he had been con- 
strained to commit to the den of lions his faithful and 
able prime minister Daniel (Dan. vi. 18) ; of tbe 
future, as the covetousness of C^hazi, inflamed by 
visions of oliveyards and vineyards, and sheep and 
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oxen, and men-servants and maid-servants, to be 
obtained by securing a part of the rich present of 
Naaman despised by his master (2 Kings v. 20 — 27) ; 
of the past and the future, as the ambition of Joab, 
which induced him to assassinate Abner, both in 
revenge for the death of Asahel and also to prevent 
him from superseding him in command (2 Sam. iii. 27); 
— and of the past, present and future, as the gratitude 
of David, impelling him to lofty expressions of praise 
to God, on receiving a message from the prophet 
Nathan informing him of God's gracious dealings and 
designs with him and his house for ever (2 Sam. vii. 
18—29). 

It is of the first importance to consider what motives 
influence us in the discharge of religious duties. A 
good motive will not justify the use of improper 
means, or cover culpable defects in the use of pro- 
scribed means; but a bad or improper motive will 
destroy the value of the most careful observance of the 
external formalities of any religious ceremony. Alms- 
giving was, in itself, a commendable act, but when 
performed by the Pharisees to obtain the applause of 
men, it lost all value in the sight of God. The desire 
to secure the blessing of priority promised by God to 
her favourite son, Jacob, was a commendable motive 
in the heart of Rebecca, but the means used to obtain 
her object, by a gross imposition on her blind husband, 
were most dishonourable, and deprived her of any 



MOTIVES FOB SEEKING ADMISSION. 89 

blessing which the use of proper means with such a 
motive might have procured. 

What ai'e the motives which influence many in tak- 
ing a seat at the Lord's table? — ^We are constrained to 
believe, from subsequent conduct, and even confession, 
that too many are moved to make this public pro- 
fession of religion from improper influences. In most 
places a degree of respectability belongs to the mem- 
bership of a Christian Church not possessed by those 
who decline to avow their faith before the world. An 
impression prevails that those who neglect this duty 
are indifferent to the gi^eat concerns of eternity, are 
irreligious, or even unbelievers in some of the more 
important doctrines of revelation. To escape such 
unpleasant reflections, and to occupy a position of 
respectability not inferior to others in the community, 
some are impelled to enroll themselves among the 
professors of religion. Others are moved by the hope 
of worldly gain in connecting themselves with a 
particular Church. Where rival sects are contending 
for precedence in a small community, the prospect of 
employment or increased trade has been known to 
induce an application for this sealing ordinance at the 
hands of those who held forth this potent influence. 
In the case of others ambition is a ruling motive. 
Church offices and ecclesiastical influence have strong 
attractions in the eyes of some. This ordinance is the 
necessary stepping stone to the post of a ruler. To 
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attain an object so dear to the human hearty they will 
not shrink from borrowing the language of the true 
Christian, and assuming for the time the mien and 
tones of the more devout. And a still larger class, 
from incorrect notions of the Supper, and from a 
desire to become religious, as they affirm, seek this 
privilege of the believer. They have an undefined 
sense of spiritual deficiency; but instead of going to 
Christ and in the exercise of a living faith appropria- 
ting the rich supplies of grace treasured up in him, 
they go about to establish a righteousness of their 
own, to rest in the performance of religious duty — so 
natural to one under the workings of the conscience 
only and not under the tuition of the Spirit of God, — ^to 
make a Saviour of the means, and so to reject the 
righteousness of God in Christ. Thus did the dis- 
tinguished Whitefield prior to his conversion. He 
informs us in his Autobiography that after being con- 
cerned about his soul ^he began to pray and sing 
psalms thrice every day, besides morning and evening, 
and to fast every Friday, and to receive the Sacrament 
every month.' And yet, some time after, on reading 
a book entitled 'Life of God in the Soul of Man,' he 
remarks — *'I wondered what the author meant by 
aajring, — *That some fiaJsely placed religion in going to 
Churchy doing hurt to no one, being constant in the 
duties of the closet, and now and then reaching out 
their hands to give alms to their poor neighbours' — 
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Alas! thought I, if this be not religion, what is? God 
soon showed me; for in reading a few lines further 
that Hrue religion was a n/nion of the sovl with God^ 
ixmd Christ formed within uSj a ray of divine light was 
instantaneously darted in upon my soul, and from that 
moment, hut not tiU tlien, did I know that I must be a 
new creature." The table of the Lord is not set for 
those who have neither found nor known nor loved 
the Lord Jesus, however anxious they may be about 
their souls^ but for those who having found, known 
and loved him, may now remember, commune with, 
and rejoice in him. There is no evidence in Scripture 
for the dogma of Ritualists and Romanists that a 
saving efficacy attends the mere observance of this rite. 
Hence, to obtain a spiritual life not yet begun, or to 
obtain a saving faith never yet exercised, is not a proper 
motive in coming forward to make this public 
profession of religion. 

What are the motives which shovld incite souls to 
observe this ordinance? — In this, as in every other 
religious duty, the grand motive must be a desire to 
glorify (rod, and the main principle or spring of action, 
a sincere and supreme love to him. But the Christian 
may ask himself what motives are now influencing his 
spirit in seeking a place at this memorial feast. And 
the truly gracious soul can answer after this manner : 
I am resolved to obey all the commands of my God 
and Saviour. This is one of his most precious com- 



92 THE lord's supper 

mands. I must obey it. A principle of obedience 
moves me. 

I am desirous of honouring my Master for what 
he is, and for what he has done for me ; and I take 
this opportunity of publicly showing forth his infinite 
love and its unparralleled fruit in his atoning death. A 
glowing desire to honour him above all others moves me. 

I am determined to avow him as my Lord before 
the world. Other lords have had dominion, and I 
have served them, but henceforth I will make mention 
of his name and of it only. Let Satan and the world 
then know that Jesus Christ is my only Master. A 
determination to avow Christ openly moves me. 

I am anxious to ratify my covenant engagement 
with my Saviour. He has condescended to offer me 
the unspeakable privileges of a covenant with him. 
My soul bounds at the thought of the Lord of glory 
pledging himself to me for ever. I am most anxious 
to bind myself to him in this most solemn and heart- 
moving way. Anxiety to ratify y with all my hearty 
this holy covenant, moves me. 

I have high expectations from his love, fidelity, 
and grace. Nothing can be wanting on his part. 
Therefore, I look for communion with him in this 
ordinance, I long for it as the highest" spiritual enjoy- 
ment on earth. He has promised to sup with me if I 
welcome him to my heart. This desire for communion 
with Christ moves me. 
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I am anxious to receive from his hand the pledges 
of his love to me. These symbols are the proofs. 
When given to me from his hand, he seals his covenant 
with me. This anodety for his ratification of the 
covencmt moves me. 

I have often lacked an assurance of my interest in 
Christ. Doubts and fears have distressed me. I 
would have them all removed, and feel the blessed 
assurance that I am safe. This longing for assurance 
of salvation moves me, for it has often been vouchsafed 
to waiting souls at the Lord's table. 

I need an increase of faith. My strength for service 
or suffering is feebleness. My love is often cold. I 
hope to have all the graces of the Christian character 
increased and strengthened. It is at this feast that 
they are invigorated. I would with renewed energy 
proclaim the goodness of the Lord; and contend for 
his honour and my own good against all the powers of 
darkness. For this spiritual vigour I long. And 
thus, a hope of more grace to serve my Saviour and 
glorify God on earth moves me, unworthy as I am, to 
seek a place at my beloved Master's table : 

"That I with voice of thanksgiving 

May publish and declare, 
And tell of all thy mighty works, 
That great and wondrous are." 

So sang the sweet singer of Israel; and so have sung 

the saints of God in all ages; and so am I prepared to 

sing with all my heart. 
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Let the soul possessiiig these gracious influences 
come to this feast. A joyful welcome awaits it. 
The Master, in his boundless condescension and grace, 
will say: "Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot 
in thea" (Song of Sol. ir. 7). And, in his presence, 
anxious expectation will giye place to blissful fruition. 



CHAPTER XII. 

ENCOURAGEMENTS TO ENTER INTO COVENANT WITH GOD. 

Those who read tte Scriptures are taught that the 
Almighty did, on several occasions, enter formally into 
covenant engagements with his ci^eatures on this 
earth; and that he continues to invite all who desire 
to return to their allegiance, to bind themselves to 
him by similar obligations. His grand design by such 
an arrangement is to enlist, in the behalf of the feeble 
and imperfect creature, his own grace and energy. The 
terms demanded from the creature are quite compatible 
with his present condition, and the grace offered by the 
Creator meets, in the most perfect manner, the urgent 
necessities of the ^creature. It is impossible to con- 
template aright the condescenscion and gra<je of our 
heavenly Parent in this matter, without being touched 
with a sense of his ineffable kindness of nature. 

It may be that among my readers are some who, 
though sincerely anxious about their sotds, and pre- 
pared to prize beyond expression the privilege of 
having the Almighty as their covenant God, yet 
shrink from such an engagement of themselves, both 
from a feeling of unworthiness of being so united to 
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God, and from a fear lest they should fail in per- 
forming their part of the covenant. For such this 
chapter is written. What are the terms of the 
covenant; or, what are the requirements which God 
would exact from us, and what are the blessings which 
he would thus bestow upon usi — ^In few words, we are 
to be his people, and he is to be our God. But, in 
becoming the people of God, what do we engage to dol 
— ^We engage to confide in him, that is, to commit our 
souls whoUy to his gracious keeping, to his care, pro- 
vision, and protection — ^to love him supremely, and 
with our whole hearts — and to do what we can to 
please him in obedience to his commands. And in 
becoming our God what does he engage to do? — He 
engages to remove that abominable thing, sin, which 
obstructs all our intercourse with heaven — ^to deliver 
us from our deceitful and powerful enemy — to sustain 
us in all our duties and trials — and finally, to bring us 
home to dwell with him for ever. What terms could 
be more agreeable to enlightened reason, or more 
profitable to man? Could God ask less from man, or 
should man offer less to God, than confidence, love, 
and obedience? And could man ask more from God, 
or could God offer more to man, than salvation with 
eternal glory? 

Is it objected that it is impossible for man, in his 
natural state, to comply with the terms, as he is 
unable to confide in, love, or obey God? It is admitted 
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that a soul ^dead in trespasses and sins* is indisposed 
and unable to comply with these terms, and to such 
souls no such terms are offered. God deals otherwise 
with them. He summons them by the demands of his 
law and the dictates of conscience to render obedience 
to his will, or prepare to meet the wrath that over- 
takes the disobedient. When quickened, alarmed, and 
anxious to escape from the coming wrath, theser terms 
are offered, the soul is disposed most eagerly to accept 
them ; and where the disposition exists the ability is 
not wanting; for he' who has made the soul willing 
gives also the ability to perform what he now requires. 
What is incompatible with the state of a dead soul 
may be quite within the ability of one quickened by 
the Holy Spirit, When the man whose sight was 
restored by the Saviour was asked by him if he 
believed in the Son of God, he expressed his readiness 
to do so if he knew who he was; and being informed 
that the person speaking to him was the Son of God, 
he immediately exclaimed, *Lord, I believe !' and 
thereupon worshipped him. (John ix. 38). The 
ability went with the disposition : he was able to do 
what he was willing to do. It is a standing law in 
Jehovah's empire to exact only such obedience from 
the rational creature as accords either with the 
strength originally given, or the grace now offered. 
But everything must have its time. The whole need 
not a physician, but they that are sick ; the Saviour 
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calls not the righteous but siimers to repentance. K 
you, reader, feel your soul sick under the disease of 
sin, you will not fail to prize the physician, nor will 
you refuse to commit your soul to his care when his 
skill has been set before you. And if you feel your- 
self a perishing sinner, you will not refuse the homage 
of your heart to him who gave his only Son to wash 
away, by his blood, your sins; nor will you hesitate 
to put far away from you every false and evil way, 
and regulate your life by God's holy law. To you the 
terms cannot appear objectionable; to such as you they 
are offered. 

Is it further objected that the terms on Grod's part 
are not * fully carried out, for he permits those in 
covenant with him to fall into grievous sins, and so 
far to fall under the deceit and power of the evil onel 
It is true that God does permit hig people to fall into 
sin, and thus far under the influence of the tempter; 
but he has nowhere promised to keep his people from 
all sin, nor to prevent the enemy from having any 
advantage over them. But he has promised to display 
the riches of his grace in pardoning all their sins, and 
in preventing the adversary from having complete 
dominion over them. Be it known, then, that the 
transgression is limited, and the power of the enemy 
tinder restraint by the very terms of this covenant. 
And if the voice of God were obeyed, and man's part 
of the covenant discharged, both the sin and the 
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influence of the adversary would be reduced to a 
minimum. When the falls are grievous, they have 
been preceded by such neglects of duty as have 
deserved the withholding of restraining grace. The 
chastisement is necessary, to prevent a greater calamity, 
even that of the total withdrawment of the Spirit of 
God. If the covenant does not prevent these falls, it 
secures what is, at least, next in value, restoration 
from them. If it does not wholly destroy the influence 
of the adversary, it places a saving restraint upon it. 
And, in both cases, it afibrds the strongest possible 
inducements, and that in double form, to the re- 
sponsible creature to avoid the very appearance of evil, 
and to keep at the greatest distance from the power of 
the enemy. And, to crown all, this gracious covenant 
triumphs over all the sins, follies, and wickednesses of 
the creature, and over all the deceit and power of the 
devil, and lands the soul at last, unstained by sin, in 
the glorious presence of Jehovah. 

Anxious reader, do these terms seem defective on 
God's part? Remember that they are the best that 
inflnite wisdom and goodness could devise in present 
circumstances. The existence of sin within will not 
prevent the Spirit of God from comfortiag you. You 
may walk with God every day of your life, although 
not absolutely holy. If you were at once fully 
sanctifled, the experience acquired both of the 
nature of sin and of the abounding grace of God^ m 
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the protracted and difficult work of sanctification, 
could not be yours. If Satan was never allowed to 
molest or tempt you after conversion, how could you 
show your zeal for God, your courage and your faith,1 
You are left on the battle field for a time, under the 
t)rders of the great Captain, and fully armed, that you 
may be trained for higher work, may show your grati- 
tude to your Saviour, may take vengeance on your foe, 
and win trophies as a victor which will enroll you 
among the nobles of heaven. Are you not satisfied 
that God's way is best ; and that even in these trying 
matters he is good, both by giving you an opportunity 
of glorifying him, and of securing to yourself imperish- 
able renown? Read the encouragements held out by 
our Saviour to the victors in this great fight, as detailed 
in his letters to the seven Churches of Asia, and let 
the last lingering doubt be dispelled. 

While the terms of the covenant afford all needed 
encouragement, some consideration may with propriety 
be given to the experience of those who have entered 
into covenant with God on his terms. It may be safely 
affirmed that no soul of our race has ever committed 
itself to the gracious keeping of God in his appointed 
way, and has met with disappointment or been put 
to shame for misplaced confidence. The ]^iii;uage of 
all who have taken God at his word is — '0 taste, and 
see that God is good.' Of the great cloud of wHnesses 
let us select three over different eras of the ChurcL 
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When David, the warrior king and * sweet psalmist 
of Israel/ was laid upon the bed of death, these were 
his words: ^^ Although my house be not so with God; 
yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant 
ordered in all things and sure — ^for this is all my 
salvation, and all my desire." (2 Sam. xxiii. 5). 
Although his family were far from that spiritual con- 
dition in which he could desire to leave them — yet, 
personally, God was by covenant his everlasting por- 
tion — he could, for himself, desire no more, this was 
all his salvation; and on this covenant, well ordered 
and sure, he rested his soul with unfaltering confidence 
for eternity. Many centuries after this, another 
spiritual Israelite, of noble character, when his race 
was run, gave expression to his confidence in our 
covenant-keeping God thus: "T know whom I havo 
trusted, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him against that day" — 
and "henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the liOrd, the righteous Judge^ 
shall give me at that day." (2 Tim. L 12 : iv. 8). After 
a long and arduous life, spent in the service of God, 
he was prepared, in the immediate prospect of death^ 
to declare his unabated confidence in that God to 
whom he had bound himself in covenant as a servant, 
and to whom he had committed the keeping of his 
immortal spirit. And, coming down to modern times, 
let me select the third from the last century. Among 
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the saints of that age Philip Doddridge occupies a 
conspicuoms place. He has expressed, in imperishable 
verse, the language of his loving heart regarding thia 
heavenly bond : — 

"0 happy day, that fixed my choice 
On thee, my Saviour and my God ; 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 

"0 happy bond, that seals my vows 
To him, who merits all my love ; 
Let cheerful anthems fill his house 
And echo through his courts above." 

And, reader, -will you not join this glorious compa&y 
of witnesses, and giving now your whole heart to 
Jesus Christ, exclaim with this true believer — 

'^'Tis done; the great transaction 's done; 
I am my Lord's and he is mine ; 
He drew me, and I followed on, 
Charmed to obey the voice divine?" 

May it be your happy lot to know by experience the 
value of this covenant ! 



CHAPTER Xm. 

SPECIAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE BAPTIZED IK INFANCY.* 

All the Churches of Christ, with one limited 
exception, have acknowledged the right of the infant 
children of believers to a place in the visible kingdom 
of God upon earth. In doing so, they have bowed to 
the wisdom and authority of their sole Lawgiver and 
King. (Luke xviii. 16). Possessed of this right on 
I the ground of their connection with, and represen- 
tation by, believing parents, these infant children are 
entitled to baptism, the initiatory sign and seal of 
God*s kingdom, at the earliest convenient date after 
their birth. Hence, in countries professedly Christian, 
the common administration of the initiatory rite of 
the Church is by infant baptism. But when the 
Church is planting her standard on heathen soil, adult 
baptism must, of necessity, take precedence of infant 
baptism. But infant baptism is, for several reasons, 
the normal baptism of God's house. It is the 
ordinary baptism when the Church has been estab- 
lished — ^it accords with God*s claim of consecration to 

* S«e the Author's work on ** Baptism/' in whidi the cUlma of the Infants of 
beliering parents to the initiatory rite of the Ohzisttaa Ohvch are folly Inrei- 
tigated and established. 
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him from the birth — it is the infant's birthright — ^it 
is, in a manner, a double baptism, that of parent as 
well as child — it is the standing proof of human 
depravity demanding a cleansing of nature — and it is 
the constant lesson of parental duty held up before the 
congregation of God's worshippers. 

Thus by a proper attention to this ordinance nearly 
all the worshippers in the Churches of God are, as they 
ought to be, devoted to God from their infancy. But 
do all those thus early dedicated to the service of the 
true God acknowledge their devotion to him, and seek 
to live according to their privileges and responsibilities 1 
— It is to be regretted that many of them do not. This 
arises, in great part, from their own inattention to their 
spiritual relationship to God; and, in some measure 
also, from a common neglect on the part of the Church 
in not directing their particular attention to their 
privileges and duties. They have privileges and 
obligations which widely distinguish them from the 
outside world. What are these? — They are precious 
and important in a high degree. 

First, in respect to privileges. If you have been 
baptized in infancy, you have been solemnly given to 
God for time and eternity, his name has been pro- 
nounced over you as devoting you, henceforth, to him 
alone, you have been set apart as a consecrated one 
while yet unconscious of the deed, to be the subject, 
the follower, the disciple, and the child of the great 
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Jehovali, and you have been confidently entrusted to 
his grace, his mercy, and his care, in all that pertains 
•to this life and to that which is to come. Has he 
demanded this service at the hands of parents? — He 
has (G^en. xvii 14), and great is the folly and the guilt 
of parents who, either from negligence or erroneous 
teaching, refuse thus to dedicate their children to him 
who is the author and sustainer of their being (Exod. 
iv. 24). Has he accepted the gift presented to him? — 
He has; that which is given at his command, and as 
he has prescribed, is accepted by him ; and nothing but 
the repudiation of this covenant, by the persistent dis- 
obedience of the responsible creature, will cause him to 
forego his claims, and cast out the children of the 
kingdom (Matt. viiL 12). When the earthly existence 
is closed before the years of understanding, he who 
would not overlook the six-score thousand in Nineveh, 
who could not discern their right from their left hand, 
will not suffer his promise to fail in respect to those 
committed to his care. If the consecration of infancy 
k not personally disowned, but a sincere desire to 
please God i^ cherished, we may look for an early 
bestowment of grace, in answer to prayer, to render 
the baptized a* living sacrifice holy and acceptable unto 
God, in other words, to attain the end pointed to by 
the early ceremonial purification. 

Further, if you have been baptized in infancy or 
childhood, you have been united to the Church of God, 
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the holiest and best society oa earth. Belonging to 
that society, you have a claim on their love, sympathy, 
care and aid. If spiritual instruction is a benefit, that 
belongs to you. If the friendship of the godly is a 
benefit, you may enjoy it. If their influence is eleva- 
ting and ennobling, you are within that influence. If 
their prayers are invaluable, you have a claim upon 
them. If the house of God is the gate of heaven on 
earth, you have by right a seat in it. If its joys are 
unequalled in any other spot of our fallen world, you 
have a right to participate in them. K the world 
treat you harshly and unjustly, you have the sympathy 
of the Church, that is, of every true child of Grod in it. 
And, if destitution and misery should overtake you, the 
spiritual mother into whose bosom you were brought, 
when a helpless babe, will never shut up the bowels of 
her compassion against you, while the benevolent spirit 
of her Head animates her. Are not these precious 
privileges? If your relationship to the Church furnishes 
you with an irresistible argument in pleading for her 
friendship and aid, does not your relationship to God 
furnish you with an argument which our gracious 
Redeemer will not disregard] In pleading for grace 
and mercy from him — if you have not wilfully and 
openly repudiated in the past all connection with God 
— ^you may urge in prayer that you were early given 
to him, that you belong to him, not only by right of 
creation and providenoe, but by the special act of con- ^ 
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fidence of your parents^ that you were consecrated to 
his service alone, that no other has any just claim to 
you, that his own name was named upon you, that you 
were cast upon his mercy, and entrusted to his care for 
time and eternity, that though in the past both ignorant 
and disobedient, it is now your desire to know and 
acknowledge him as your God alone, and that it is now 
your humble and most earnest entreaty that he would 
make you wholly his own by fulfilling his gracious 
promises to such as are called by his name on their 
return to him (2 Chron. vii. 14), and so renew you by 
his Holy Spirit that you may become his loyal subject, 
his faithful follower, his true disciple, and his loving 
ai\d obedient child. The father's heart is moved, not 
by the return of a prodigal, as such, but by the return 
of a prodigal souy an erring and wretched, but now 
penitent child (Luke xv. 24). But not on your 
prayers alone may the saving issiie now depend. This 
may be the hour reserved for the answer to prayers 
which Grod never forgets — prayers, it may be, offered 
up many years before, by your pious parents, the 
godly pastor, and the believing worshippers, at the 
time of your solemn dedication to the triune Jehovah 
by the waters of baptism. K these potent co-operating 
influences which may now issue in your saving reno- 
vation have had their rise in your baptismal consecfa- 
tion,how important to you was that covenant engage- 
ment to which you unconsciously were a party ! Let 
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the folly of men be rebuked, let the wisdom of God be' 
commended. 

Second, in respect to obligations. Every rational 
creature is bound to employ all his powers in the ser^ 
vice of his Maker. He is not at liberty to pervert his 
energies, mental or physical, by doing what would be 
displeasing to God or destructive to himself. But there 
is an additional obligation when the creature, either by 
his own act, or by the deed of his representative, has 
been bound to obey the will of God. We are now 
speaking of obligations imposed by parental represen- 
tation. The laws of God and man acknowledge the 
binding nature of such representative acts. Privilege* 
and duties go hand in hand. K it is a privilege to be 
devoted to God, it is at the same time a duty to serve 
him. If it is a privilege to be united to the Church, it 
is at the same time a duty to labour for the prosperity 
and progress of the Church. Consecration to God in 
infancy obliges to an observance of all the duties of 
religion so soon as attainments and age will admit. 
As soon as the years of understanding are reached — 
from twelve or fourteen and upwards — the person 
baptized in infancy is called upon to ratify the action 
of his representatives by an open profession of his own. 
fekith, by coming forward to the table of the Lord. He 
may neglect or refuse to do so; but it will be to his 
dishonour, loss, and danger. A douUe obligation rests 
upon him to comply with this command; and wilful 
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disobedience will, sooner or later, meet its reward. Is 
lie to take his place at the Lord's table simply on the 
ground of his baptism in infancy? — No; his baptism 
•obliges to his godly upbringing by his parents and the 
Church ; and his religious training leads to his personal 
surrender of himself to Christ; and that exercise of 
faith in the Saviour calls for an obedience to the dying 
Redeemer's command. Thus, the one ordinance leads 
to, and prepares for, the other. When baptism is not 
followed, in due time, by an observance of the Supper, 
blame is attributable to parents, the Church, or the 
individuaL God is faithful. He is more willing to 
give grace than we are to ask for it. And if those 
embraced in the covenant are unable to meet its 
obligations, it is because they have restrained prayer 
before God, and have declined the grace that has been 
pressed upon their acceptance (Isai lix. 21). Let, 
•then, the baptized in infancy know that they are the 
•children of the kingdom, that special grace awaits 
their earnest application, that the ordinance of the 
Supper must not be neglected by them, and that a 
persistent disregard of baptismal obligations will cast 
ihem into the outer darkness for ever and ever. 



CHAPTER XIY. 

THE FIRST PARTICIPATION — PREPARATORY JlTSTD 
ACCOMPANYING EXERCISES. 

An unusual interest generally attaches to the first 
approach to the table of the Lord. It is, to the truly 
renewed soul, a time of "espousals" (Jere. ii. 2), A 
solemn tenderness takes possession of the heart. The 
feelings are moved in an unwonted manner. Sorrow 
and gratitude, fear and love, by turns assume control. 
Why all these stirrings of heart? — Is there not cause? 
Is not the action now in hand momentous? Are not 
its consequences mainly eternal? Here there is a 
surrender for ever of self, and of all that self can claim 
as its own. Here an eternal engagement is under 
ratification between the human spirit and the Lord of 
Glory. The past sends up its sorrowful recollections; 
the present exhibits the symbols of a suffering Saviour; 
and the future is gilded with the hope of blessedness 
far removed from sin and sorrow. But faith as well 
as feeling holds its place here. There is no Saviour 
visible, but faith apprehends what is invisible. No 
voiee is heard proclaiming the forgiveness of sins, but 
faith beholds them washed away by the shed blood of 
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the Lamb. Faith lifts the soul to communion mth the 
tinseen, and causes it to glow \vith love to its gracious 
benefactor. It leads the thirsting soul to the smitten 
rock sending forth its life-giving streams; and spreads 
before the hungry soul the fruit of the tree of life, the 
finest of the wheat and honey from the rock. When 
distressed with a consciousness of its moral deformity, 
faith presents the soul with the wedding garment, the 
robe provided for all the King's guests, the spotless 
righteousness of Christ. And when afraid that its 
known unworthiness would prevent the Saviour from 
bestowing any favour or any token of his love, faith 
reminds the soul that all is done for it from sovereign 
love, and for the glory of the Saviour's great name, 
and that ho motives covdd be more powerful than 
these; and, hence, that no unwofthiness of a truly 
gracious soul will debar the Lord from displaying the 
riches of his grace, even to the extent of a glorious 
assurance of salvation. 

Action also, as well as feeling and faith, has its 
place here. The soul is the observed of many. Grod 
and man, angels, and it may be, devils, look on. While 
others stand coldly by, this soul comes forward and 
boldly takes its place on the Lord's side. The world 
is left, the Church is chosen. *Thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God,' is its resolution as 
<a seat is taken among the followers of Jesus. Is he 
asked to subscribe himself by "the name of Israel" 
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(Isai. xliv. 5)1 It is d<me. Is the Savionr's hand here 
proffered to those who woxild enter into covensmt with 
him 1 Without hesitation it is eagerly grasped by one 
who esteems him the chief among ten thousand. Is 
the Redeemer's body and blood here set forth in symb<^ 
for the food of the soul? With profound humility and 
gratitude, and not less seldom with tears, these symbol* 
are eaten and drunk by one who feels himself less 
than the least of all saints. 

"Even the rapture of pardon is mingled with fears, 
And the cup of thanksgiving with penitent tears.'' 

Thus he testifies, in the strongest possible manner, 
before the Church and the world, that he is identified 
with Christ and his cause, and henceforth he lives in 
and for Christ, and Christ lives in and for him. Blessed 
union ! begun in love, cemented by blood, and perfected 
in glory ! 

Such high and important acts demand due prepara- 
tion. Thoughtlessness and presumption should have 
no place here. The gracious soul will take time for 
calm reflection. It will question itself respecting its 
knowledge, its state, and its motives. The great 
directory will be read with care and thought. Matter 
for deep meditation will be found not only in the 
institution of the Supper and its attendant circum- 
stances, but also in the varied experiences of the 
people of God, as detailed specially in the Psalms, the 
Epistles, and the Song of Solomon. To reading and 
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meditation will be added earnest prayer. Prayer is 
the prevailing habit of a believing soul. On this 
occasion it will be special. He will supplicate a full 
forgiveness for all the past — ^the robe of Christ's right- 
eousness — the spirit of adoption — a knowledge of his 
wants — a spiritual longing for such blessings as he 
needs — an increase of faith — and a fitness to receive 
iie full benefit intended to be conveyed by this sealing 
ordinance. Nor will his grateful spirit withhold praise 
from God. Such noble songs as the 103rd and 116th 
Psalms, which have wafted to heaven the adorations 
of many generations, thrill his soul. Feeling their 
adaptation to. his own state, his happy spirit adopts 
their language, and extols the grace of God. And 
now that he has taken his seat, how is he exercised 1 
He seeks to preserve his mind free from that agitation 
that would interfere with calm thought and close com- 
munion with Grod. He humbly craves that the Saviour 
would now reveal himself to his waiting soul, by 
causing his glory to pass before liim, and by proclaim- 
ing his name. He pleads his gracious promise that he 
would meet with those who obey his command, and 
make them joyful in his house. Abstracted from 
earth, he scarcely hears the explanatory remarks of 
the servant of the Lord. He speaks to the Master in 
words of adoration and praise for everlasting love, for 
his humiliation on earth, for his atoning death, for 
his present intercession, for the ordinances of his 
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grace, and for this precious feast. The fire of love 
burns within as the evidence of grace becomes more 
and more legible. He blesses Grod for awakening him 
from a fatal slumber, for leading him to repentance, 
for bringing him to the refuge for sinners, for the 
peace of mind obtained by resting his soul on Jesu^, 
and for the indwelling of the Holy Grhost. A sense of 
un worthiness comes over him, and he confesses that he 
deserves not the place of a child. He mourns for sin, 
because he feels that his sins had a share in producing 
the agonies of the cross. And when the bread is put 
into his hands, he raises his soul and exclaims — *0 my 
Saviour, was thy body broken for me? — ^I take it with 
all humility and thankfulness — ^with all my heart I 
accept this pledge of love and grace — ^give me thyself 
with this and I am satisfied !' And when the wine is 
taken, the soul is ready to exclaim — *0 Lamb of Grod, 
thy blood was shed for me — how shall I drink this, O 
my Saviour? — ^thou dost require it — ^I will take the 
cup of salvation — ^let it now satisfy my soid, that I 
may proclaim thy goodness.' And having tasted both 
he adds — *Lord, I have now received thee as my 
Saviour — ^thou art mine for ever — all thy graoe is 
mine — ^tliou wilt never fail me, thou wilt never forsake 
me. And I am thine, I give myself now without 
reserve to thee — O, make me wholly thine, take 
possession and keep possession of me, and sufier no foe 
to interfere with thy just rights — seal me now till 
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the day of complete redemption.' The prayers are 
answered ; a blissful calmness pervades the soul ; 
heavenly emotions fill it to overflowing, and there 
follows a converse with the Saviour of such a nature 
that they two alone can know it (Rev. ii. 17). And 
when the time has come to retire, with what a 
heavenly frame is the song of thanksgiving taken upl 
It is indeed praise akin to that which fills the courts 
of heaven. This happy soul can say, with the disciple 
on the mount, when his eyes were filled with the glory 
of his Master — " Lord, it is good to be here :" it is to 
him the very gate of heaven. The day is one long to 
be remembered — ^it was a foretaste of glory. 



CHAPTER XV. 

SUBSEQUENT VIGILANCE AND PRAYEB. 

It is not an unusual thing with God to subject his 
people to trials after having conferred on them some 
special mercies. If trials must come, it is kind in him 
who regulates all things, so to arrange the times of 
their coming that they may befall us when we should 
be best able to withstand or bear up under them. If 
the foe must be encountered and the battle fought, let 
it be, not when the soldier is famishing and fatigued 
by a wearisome march, but after rest and ample 
refreshment, and strong assurances of victory. Defeat 
in such circumstances by a foe that has been conquered, 
and that may be conquered, must be particularly dis- 
honourable. Yet it must be confessed that trials, 
under circumstances so advantageous to us, have often 
resulted in humiliating proofs of the weakness of the 
best of men, when left to contend or to endure in their 
own strength. It is more than likely that, in all such 
cases, want of due consideration deprived the soul of 
the benefit that might have been derived from the 
mercies bestowed ; or it may be that spiritual pride so 
perverted the blessing as to ini^ice a species of security 
that exposes to certain defeat 



THE lord's supper 117 

Noah, tlie eminent servant of Jehovah, honoured 
above all the earth, just rescued from a universal 
deluge, and endowed with a new world all his own, 
gives way to self-indulgence, and "was drunken." He 
who had triumphed nobly for centuries, in the exercise 
of conspicuous faith, now fell in an evil hour under the 
fascinating influence of sense. Lot, the righteous one 
among the multitudes of the ungodly, was hurried out 
of Sodom to escape the vengeance of Heaven for the 
sins of sensuality; and yet, when delivered, he is over- 
come by carnal security, and falls a prey to the very 
vices which brought down wrath upon the cities of the 
plain. The stesjthy approaches of the invisible foe are 
far more to be dreaded than the open, bold, and un- 
blushing temptation. Moses, for intelligence, judg- 
ment, sobriety of thought, and general capacity in the 
very front rank of mankind, after a forty years' ex- 
perience of the presence and power of Jehovah in the 
wilderness, and a second anival at the borders of 
Canaan, suffers himself in a time of trial to be carried 
away by inconsideration and passion, and so incurs the 
displeasure of the God of Israel, by his improper con- 
duct, that he too must share the sentence of an un- 
believing generation, and never set his foot upon the 
soil of Canaan. Hezekiah, "the good," after restoration 
to health from a deadly disease, and a promise of an 
addition of fifteen years to his life, by the special in- 
terposition and confirmation of the God of heaven, 
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suffers himself to be elated by the friendly considera- 
tions and messages of the king of Babylon; and instead 
of taking pains to explain to the heathen ambassadors 
how he was cured, and the miracle wrought for his 
consolation, and how unworthy he was of all this 
goodness from Jehovah, that the glory of God might 
be advanced by his fame being spread abroad in the 
East, he took special pains to glorify himself, by show- 
ing to these strangers every article of material splendour 
or worth on which he could fix his eyes in Jerusalem. 
So these strangers could report on their return, not 
how great Jehovah was, but how rich and glorious the 
kingdom of Hezekiah was. It was a weakness in the 
good man. He was carried away by vain glory, the 
result of listening to flattery. As the Scripture says, 
Grod left him, to try him, that he might know his 
heart (2 Chron. xxxii. 31). The self-gratulation did 
not last long; a most mortifying message from the 
Lord cast a shade on all his glory; and the attempt to 
dispel it, by the consideration that the spoliation was 
yet future, could only be partially successful, as the 
humiliating thought would constantly return, Peter, 
the disciple, is specially honoured by his Master by 
being pronounced blessed of the Father; and yet but 
a short time elapses before this disciple, who had 
enjoyed divine illumination, suffers himself to become 
the mouthpiece of Satan, and attempts to hinder his 
M^ter from performing the very work for which he 
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came to earth; and so incurs the severe rebuke: "Get 
thee behind me, Satan, thou art an offense unto me." 
Thus it is seen that sensuality, passion, pride, and pre- 
sumption have wounded and cast down some of the 
most valiant and distinguished servants of the Lord, 
and that very soon after these servants had been 
honoured with the special favours of their Master. 

With such examples before us, does not the admoni- 
tion — ^Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall,' — come home to our hearts with peculiar 
force? Can we boast of grace, of strength, or of expe- 
rience which these men had not? Is not the matured 
conviction pressed upon us that we are unable to stand 
at any timSj in our own strength; and, therefore, that 
we should unceasingly deprecate being left even for an 
hour to the workings of our own evil hearts, to the 
influence of the world around us, or to the power of 
the enemy of our souls? 

Grace, in all its varieties of measure and kind, is 
bestowed upon us, to be exercised for our own profit, 
and for the good of others. We should not complain 
if an opportunity is given us for the exercise of any 
particular grace which has been bestowed. Some 
graces can only be displayed under the pressure of 
temptations or trials. Hence, trials must come that 
graces may be exercised, wisdom justified, souls bur- 
nished, and God glorified. When men have been 
trained, we expect a display of their skill ; when they 
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are equipped for war in the presence of the foe, we 
expect a fight. The true soldier is not unwilling to 
follow his brave captain. If the Captain had to fight 
as soon as he was armed, the bestowment of armour on 
the follower is a significant indication of what is 
awaiting him, and of what is expected from him. 
Jesus was no sooner baptized with the Holy Ghost 
than he was led into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil; and his followers should not be surprised, 
if their endowment by the same Spirit, in any special 
manner, is attended with a demand for the exercise of 
the grace which has been granted. The attachment 
professed by the disciples, at the institution of the 
Supper, was that very night brought to the test. 
They did love their Master; and in ordinary circum- 
stances, the enemy would have had to trample on the 
dead bodies of most of them before their beloved Leader 
could have been carried away a captive ; but a panic 
seized them, and they fled every one for his own safety. 
But did not their Master discourage resistance? — He 
did ; but he did not encourage desertion. They 
solemnly bound themselves to adhere to him at all 
hazards; and they should have attended him, com- 
forted him, vindicated his character, testified to his 
integrity, and protested against his condemnation. 
They faUed to do so; and this was their weakaess and 
their sin. This sinful failure may be traced to a 
neglect of -the repeated exhortation — "Watch and 
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pray," He who gave the exhortation practised what 
he taught. He watched and prayed, and, as a result, 
conquered. They slept, did not pray, and, as a result, 
could not conquer. 

It may be safely affiru^ed that many who make 
similar professions of regard for the Saviour, at his 
table, fail through the same neglect, in performing 
their promises, and are seen, under influences greatly 
less startling than those which scattered the disciples, 
abandoning the cause, and so deserting the person of 
their avowed Master. Every care should be taken to 
prevent this disgrace to the professor, and dishonour 
to the Redeemer. If our Saviour must be wounded, 
let the doing of it be left to his enemies; why should 
he have to complain that he is wounded in the house 
of his friends. The* remedy proposed is watchfulness 
and prayer. Its efficacy has been established a 
thousand times; it may be said to be unfailing. The 
communicant should know that duties and trials await 
him on coming down from the mount of ordinances. 
These can only be faithf\illy and safely met in the 
exercise of vigilance and prayer. Without prayer no 
duty can be rightly discharged ; and without vigilance 
and prayer no trial can be safely encountered. As we 
know not what hour the trial or temptation may come, 
watchfulness and prayer must be maintained with 
untiring perseverance. 

The professor shoidd watch against the recurrence 
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of old sins. He knows the avenues by which the 
enemy obtained access to his soul in days that are 
past ; and these should be carefully guarded* But the 
foe is not easily foiled. He will not scruple to enter 
by a back door, if the front is closed ; and if both are 
guarded, he will attempt an entrance by a window. 
He is restless till he can re-occupy his old haunt; 
therefore, let the feeble mortal be ever on his guard. 
If the old evil habits are subdued, others less offensive, 
but no less dangerous, may spring up in their room. 
Some sins thrive upon a profession of religion which 
find no nutriment upon the wilds of unbelief. Three 
are most common, carnal security, sloth, and presump- 
tion. While the peals of the trumpet, and the clash 
of arms assure you that you are still in the field of 
battle, dismiss all thought of security. While the 
enemy is known to be labouring to circumvent you, 
and cut you off as his captive from the army of the 
ransomed, scorn all idea of slotL And, while you 
know that you have to deal with a holy, just, and 
impartial God, who will suffer no sin-stained soul to 
come into his presence, presume on nothing, but test 
your heart-experience to its very depths. Against 
such sins as have stained the lives of the children of 
Grod in past ages, the communicant should watch and 
pray. It is possible that the tempter may claim some 
indulgence for these sins, on the very ground that 
some of the saints were guilty of them on their way 
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to heaven. Anj such stiggestion should be spurned 
"with the Titmost abhorence. These sins 'v<rounded them 
deeply, and endangered their souls' salvation, and are 
others, with their eyes open, to court wounds, and run 
extreme risks'? This would he folly little short of 
madness. SensuaUty finds deep soil in fallen humanity. 
Its seeds quickly germinate. Roots readily spread and 
grasp the soil far and wide, and with great difficulty 
can the plants be eradicated. Grace is expected to 
conquer these evil inclinations, and the Christian 
should prove to the world that grace has taken 
possession of him. An outburst of passion may leave 
deplorable consequences. Against infirmities of temper, 
the mildest disposition and the most upright character 
must watch. When passion is fairly aroused in such, 
it seldom stops short of excess. Few are proof against 
the sudden kindlings of pride. Yet scarcely anything 
is more abominable in the eyes of God, and more 
dangerous to the soul than prida It instantly strips 
the soul of its defence, and transfers it to a slippery 
declivity on which it is impossible to maintain a firm 
footing. With all such dangers around and within, 
every faculty must be awake, the ear intent to hear 
the voice of the Leader, the eye observant of every 
movement of the enemy, and the conscience responsive 
to every breath of the divine Spirit. And prayer 
must never cease. With it in our heart we must go 
out and come in, rise up and lie down, join the crowd 
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or sit alone, toil in tke workshop or enter the house 
of prayer, transact the ordinary business of life, or 
perform the solemn duties of religion. And it shall 
not be in vain. God will walk with those who love 
to walk with him. And their careful endeavours to 
perform their vows^ to keep all his statutes, and to 
maintain an unblemished life, will be rewarded with 
the benign Hght of his countenance which wiU con- 
stitute to them a spring of unfailing bliss. 



CHAPTEIl XTI. 

INJURIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF AN UNACCEPTABLE 

APPROACH* 

The Scriptures nowhere countenance the idea that all 
who profess to be the people of God, and who enjoy the 
privileges of his house are accepted by him. A con- 
trary opinion is distinctly expressed in the statement : 
"They are not all Israel which are of Israel" (Rom^ 
ix. 6). In the parabolic teachings of Christ, this truth 
is prominently set forth, as one which he desired to 
attract special notice. Tares and wheat grow together 
in the same field. The gospel seine draws good and 
bad together to the shore. And of the ten virgins^ 
which are chosen to represent the visible Church, one 
half are declared to have no saving acquaintance with 
the Saviour-bridegroom. 

This doctrine is confirmed by the actual state of the 
Church in all ages. Many of those brought out of 
Egypt, after a remarkable display of miraculous power 
by their great deliverer, and bound to him by the most 
solemn covenant obligations, and favoured with daily 
manifestations of his presence, care, and goodness, did 
not please him^ and were punished for their unbelief 
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and disobsdience (1 Cor. x. 5). In Canaan' the con- 
tinuous relapses of the same race proved that multitudes 
were estranged in heart and life from that God whom 
they professed to worship. Even in Babylon, many 
of the remnant could only be spoken of, by the searcher 
of hearts, as perverse and hypocritical (Ezek. xxxiii. 
31). When our Saviour was on earth, the loudest 
professors of religion were the most offensive in the 
sight of Grod. The sanctimoniousness of the Pharisees 
was insufferable to him. Though respected by the 
masses, as the most devout in the nation, he repre- 
sented them as a brood of serpents, whose end would 
be *the damnation of hell' (Matt, xxiii. 33). In the 
apostolic Churches were those whose heart was not 
right in the sight of G-od — (Acts v. 3: viiL 21); and 
those whose conduct was so unbecoming their pro- 
fession, 'glorying in their shame,' that an affectionate 
apostle could not reflect upon their condition, and its 
woeful issue, without weeping (Phil. iiL 18, 19). And 
more emphatic still, we have the declaration of the 
Savioar from heaven, concerning the Church of Sardis, 
that it had a name to live while really spiritually dead 
(Rev. iii. 1), and concerning the Church of Laodicea^ 
that it was totally devoid of all the graces of the 
Christian character (Rev. iii. 17), and hence, in view 
of its profession, utterly loathsome to him (Rev. iii. 16). 
In respect to modem Christendom it may not be out 
of place to quote the language of the late Dr. Thomas 
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Chalmers, a man vhose great intellect, large and liberal 
heart, genuine piety, and matured experience entitle 
his opinion to the greatest weight: "There is a vast 
intermediate number — I have no doubt, myself, they 
constitute the vast majority of the species, not merely 
out of Christendom, but within its limits, who are 
neither criminals n©r Christians, who are fair and 
respectable, and who can be convicted neither of 
profligacy nor of fraud — and yet whom you have not 
only no reason to believe are spiritual men, but of 
whom you have the decided conviction that they are 
not so. These make up the vast majority of people in 
every land. — I will even go so far as to say, that they 
make up the vast majority of commtmicarUs in every 
country of Christendom. In our own country [Scot- 
land] I feel assured they do. I feel no hesitation in 
avowing it as my conviction that far the greater 
number of those who have baptism administered to 
their children, and the elements of the Lord's Supper 
administered to themselves a/re not Christians in the 
fuR sense and significancy of the termy Post. Works, 
vol 9, page 470, Am. Ed. ^ 

With the certainty, therefore, that many who partake 
of this sealing ordinance are not accepted by God, and 
are therefore unworthy communicants, it is our duty 
to consider the consequences resulting from an un- 
acceptable approach to the Table of the Lord. How- 
ever slightly considered, and hastily passed over by 
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man, an unworthy participation is, in the light of 
Scripture, a serious offense. The i«rord of inspiration 
declares that he who eateth and drinketh unworthily is 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord (1 Gor. xi. 27) 
— ^that is, of profaning the body and blood of the Lord; 
in other words, of stripping the ordinance of its pro- 
foundly sacred and solemn character, and reducing the 
commemoration of the death of Christ to the mere 
ceremony of a carnal feasting. The enemies of Christ 
shed his blood, in contempt of his claim to be regarded 
as divine; and irreverent and unworthy communicants, 
in a manner, sanction the humiliation to which their 
Master was subjected, by the way in which tlfey com- 
memorate his death. The offense is, in certain cii'cum- 
fitances, in the judgment of God, a personal insult to 
his beloved Son, and one so provoking that he wiU not 
suffer it to pass without a providential display of his 
displeasure. * * He that eateth and drinketh un worth ily 
eateth and drinketh condemnation to himself, not dis- 
cerning the Lord's body" (1 Cor. xL 29) — ^not appre- 
hending the symbolic character of the elements, and 
hence holding no communion with Christ in the ordi- 
nance. The guilt contracted by an unworthy approach 
must vary according to the extent of the profanation, 
from the decent formality of him whose heart was 
never touched with godly sorrow for sin, and who 
therefore cannot appreciate the atoning blood of our 
Saviour, although his life may be externally blameless, 
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to the gross insiilt oflfered in the professed friendship 
of one openly and habitually immoral. In Corinth 
the profanation of the Supper was attended with 
marked immorality; and God deemed it right to show 
the nature of the offense committed, and the extent of 
his displeasure by visiting the Church there with a 
deadly disease to which many fell victims (1 Cor. xi, 
30). Sin never passes without punishment; and the 
punishment is often according to the nature, and 
always proportioned to the extent, of the crime. The 
punishment may be physical or spiritual or both; it 
may be immediate, or it may be long deferred. When 
it is observed, it is seldom a difficult task to trace it to 
its true soiu^ca Leaving aside any providential deal- 
ings as pertaining to the sovereign pleasure of God, 
what are the spiritual consequences which may result 
from an unwarranted approach to the table of the 
Lordi 

As some who have been reconciled to God, and 
adopted into his family, have at times participated in 
this ordinance in an unfit state, it may be proper to 
notice the effect of such unworthy receiving, before 
we speak of the consequences to unbelievers of their 
occupying a place at the Lord's table. The souls of 
believers are subject to blights from evil remaining 
within, and prevailing without. Wken, through 
favouring circumstances, any evil such as worldliness, 
covetousness, sloth or pride is permitted to prevail — 
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the soul is unfit for holy communion "with the Lord, 
while such blight prevails, unmoumed for, and un- 
opposed. Let me not be mistaken. The Supper is 
not only for the strong and vigorous and rejoicing, but 
also for the weak and sorrowful and doubting. But 
these latter are, generally, far removed from the dry, 
cold, blighted believer, who is so far benumbed by 
sin, that he is not fully conscious of his relapse and 
loss; and, hence, does not bewail his condition^ nor 
implore relief. Did he fully realize his true state, and 
suitably humble himself^ this ordinance might be a 
powerful means of restoring light, strength and joy to 
his souL But coming blighted and hardened, he 
grieves the Holy Spirit. He may not know it, for sin 
powerfully benumbs the sensibilities and bedims the 
sight of the soul. But he shall know it. His relapse 
into worldliness and sloth had previously much dis- 
pleased the Spirit, as expressive of a weariness of his 
presence and service, and a preference for the world 
and its enjoyments; and to come now to the feast as 
if he had been a dutiful and faithful servant, without 
any real sorrow for past misconduct, is a high provo- 
cation. His garments are stained and torn, he is not 
fit for a place among the children of the king. His 
conscience and life are defiled, he is not fit for familiar 
intercourse "^th the Holy One of Israel. He must be 
clothed anew with the r«be of righteousness; his heart 
must be sprinkled from an evil conscience; and his 
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hands washed in innocence, before Gk>d will lifb again 
the light of his countenance upon him. Is it a light 
thing to grieve the Holy Spirit) Let not the Christian 
tolerate the thought. He is God; and as such is en- 
gaged in the work of our salvation; displaying the 
utmost condescension, patience, and benevolence in 
teaching, sanctifying, and comforting our souls. O, 
why should we grieve him by .opposing, marring, and 
undervaluing his work ! Thus unworthily receiving, 
the blighted believer is denied fellowship with Christ. 
The great ones of the earth do not always receive those 
who call upon them. If they are offended with them, 
they may send word that they cannot be seen by them. 
Many such messages, we fear, are implicitly sent by 
the great King to persons who have taken a place at 
his table. Fellowship with Christ is the substance of 
the feast. If this is not enjoyed, the real feast is not 
tasted. The blighted and hardened believer may 
get the symbols, but he will not receive the Saviour. 
The Lord Jesus will pass him by, and turn his back 
upon him. Even this he may not feel much; for alas ! 
his insensibility is great. But he ought to feel it; it 
ought to wound him to the heart; and cause him to 
rise immediately and go mourning in search of his 
offended Master. Another effect i& spiritual leanness. 
The favour of God is the food of the soul, and such 
food as nourishes it to life eternal. Withhold that 
fftvour, and the soul of the creature pines away and 
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dies. While it is withheld, leanness must ensue. This 
soul could not feed upon the finest of the wheat or the 
honey from the rock, owing to its diseased state. The 
decay has not been retarded, but rather accelerated by 
this unworthy approach. The loss of spiritual desire 
has been manifested and marked by this inability to 
partake of heaven's richest provision. , The stream of 
life runs increasingly low; the soul is emaciated. The 
sovereign mercy of God can stay the iprocess; let the 
healthy righteous intercede. As a consequence of 
leanness there is neither strength, nor heart, nor joy, 
in duty. Formality is stamped on every exercise. 
The words of prayer are used, but oh 1 how little of the 
spirit of a true and importunate suppliant is there. 
The Bible is read as a form, but it is neither food nor 
consolation to that soul. Public worship is a weariness. 
Drowsiness and sloth mark each exercise; and possibly, 
the blame is attributed to the pulpit; whereas a lively 
Christian, by prayerful meditation on the text, with- 
out any sermon, might draw abundant nourishment. 
Let me assure the true believer that God does not 
limit kis instructions to the ideas of the pulpit, but 
often lifts the hungry soul to lofty conceptions of 
divine truth pronounced hy no mortal lips. Believer, 
if sad disappointment has attended your approach to 
the Lord's table — ^if the Lord has hid his face from you 
— ^if leanness has overtaken you — ^if all strength and 
heart for duty is gone, search and look for some 
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•nemy is harboured within. Some wedge of gold or 
goodly Babylonish garment, or forbidden leaven has 
brought down the displeasure of God, for you have 
grieved the Holy Spirit. The God with whom you 
have to do is very gracious; but he is also very 
jealous. Lose no time. Prostrate yourself in the 
dust before him — and cease not your search nor your 
cry till the light of his countenance is restored. 

The spiritual consequences attending a participation 
in this holy ordinance by the unrenewed and impeni- 
tent are a provocation of the Holy Ghost, ha/rdening of 
hea/rt, fostering of false hopes, ca/mxd security, spiritual 
slothy and confirmed formality in religion. It is a 
grave error to profess to the holy God, the searcher of 
hearts, what you do not feel, and what you have never 
experienced. The communicant in approaching the 
table of the Lord, says in effect — 'Lord, I know thee 
: — I love thee — ^I confide in thee.' The unrenewed 
and \inenMghtened cannot in truth say so. Hence, 
their profession is false. They have not known the 
Saviour, for his glory has never been revealed to their 
darkened understandings. They have not loved him, 
for the Holy Ghost has not quickened their souls to 
admire him as altogether lovely. And as it is his 
prerogative to bless the means of grace, and to prepare 
souls for this sealing ordinance, it is a species of lying 
against the Holy Ghost which must be highly offensive 
to him. 
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The impenitent must come forward either in igno- 
rance or presumption; and in either case, Gk)d is dis- 
pleased. Fools cannot stand in his sight; the ignorant 
cannot sery» him who is the source of wisdom and 
knowledge; and he cannot bear the presumptuous. 
They come in hardness of heart, and retire with in- 
creased insensibility. This is contrary to what might 
be expected. This solemn rite might be supposed to 
melt their hard hearts. But the softening of the 
hearty which arises from a correct view of sin and the 
suffering Saviour, is the work of the Holy Ghost, and 
their hypocrisy and deception in claiming a place 
among the people of God, against the testimony of 
their own consciences, leaves no ground to hope that 
the Spirit will honour the indignity done to him, by a 
display of special grace. We will not presume to 
limit the Holy One of Israel He converted Saul of 
Tarsus when engaged in doing the work of Satan. 
Saul's chief extenuation was his ignorance. If this 
cannot be pleaded by the impenitent communicant, let 
him beware. We are simply tracing the natural 
results from a certain line of conduct. We dare not 
expect good by doing evil. We have no right to look 
for special grace while in the very act of openly offen- 
ding the Holy Ghost The very thought of such is 
dishonouring to God. 

If the unworthy communicant^ by attending on this 
ordinance, should conceive that he had now completed 
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«11 the duties of religion, that nothing more vras re- 
quired on his pajt, it would not be strange if he should 
cherish hopes of his salvation. Such hopes in his 
present state could only be false. He is resting on his 
own righteousness, which is a foundation of sand which 
cannot withstand th© rushing stream of divine wrath. 
His expectations of admission to the marriage supper 
of the Lamb are wholly illusory. The Saviour has 
not known him, and will disown him. 

His hopes of safety naturally lead to an indulgence 
in fancied security. Had he well-grounded hopes' 
they would have prompted to the very opposite of 
carnal security. They would have aroused him to 
vigilance, self-denial, prayer and effort. "Every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself as he 
(Christ) is pure." False hopes produce carnal security 
— ^that is, a persuasion of safety while in the indul- 
gence of worldly lusts, than which there is nothing 
more destructive to Christian life and Christian effort. 

K they are already safe though in the indulgence of 
all ordinary worldiy lusts, and are beset by nothing 
which they can construe as inimical to their best 
interest, they proceed but a step farther when they 
give way to sloth in regard to every spiritual exercise. 
Why should they give themselves further trouble? 
Have they not reached the summit of Christian duty 
and privilege? K others need help, they are disposed 
to say, let them exert their own strength as they have 
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done. If God himself call for workers, they are resDSy 
to say, let him send by whom he may, they pray to be 
excused. Their indolence is not to be overcome, 
even by hanging the curse of Meroz over their heads. 

The normal condition of such communicants is soon 
reached. It is a confirmed formality. They have a 
name to live, but are dead. Their condition is almost 
hopeless. Clad in a coat of mail, it is hard to find an 
opening in the joints of the harness for an arrow of 
truth. O communicants, beware of self-deception! 
God alone can fully examine your hearts, and show 
you your true state. Ask him most earnestly and 
humbly to do this. If you are still unconverted, and 
have partaken unworthily, you may be forgiven. The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. Flee to 
him. 



CHAPTER xyn. 

BENEFITS. 

It is characteristic of the wise that they ponder the 
results of their doings. They will weigh well the 
consequences of every serious action. Religious ser- 
vices, as affecting their eternal state, are considered by 
them serious actions. In their estimation they are far 
removed from aimless formalities. When they read 
the Word of God, it is to apprehend some doctrine or 
truth, or learn some duty. When they sing the 
praises of God, it is with the sincere desire to extol 
and adore the invisible and eternal King, and to have 
their spirits elevated and purified by the benign in- 
fluence of the Most Holy. When they pray, they 
have indeed some requests, some earnest longings of 
the soul to present before the throne of grace; and 
these they humbly urge with faith and feeling, and 
look for an answer as a something that never fails in 
coming. 

It is proper, therefore, to consider the benefits 

attending the performance of so prominent a religious 

* 

duty as the Lord's Supper. They are neither few nor 

insignificant. The Church in its collective capacity, 
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and every faithful member of it, is benefited by tbe 
due observance of this solemn ordinance. Of the 
general benefits we may enumerate four. 

First, it affords the Church, as a whole, an oppor- 
tunity of professing their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In Baptism we have peculiarly an individual 
profession; in this ordinance we have also an indivi- 
dual, but peculiarly a collective profession, or the 
united testimony of many. It was right that the 
Church in its organized state, should acknowledge its 
head and king before the world. An observance of 
this institution presents this united profession. 

Second, it enables the Church perpetually to exhibit 
the atoning death of Christ, the main truth of the 
Christian religion. If there was any truth which the 
Church ought constantly to hold forth to ^ view, and 
which was ever to be commended to the consideration! 
faith, and admiration of the world, it was the death of 
Christ. All the hopes of our dying world centred 
there. Every attitude of the divine character cozi- 
verged to this glorious centre. The brightness of the 
glory of Father, Son and Holy Ghost radiates from 
the cross of Christ. Here lies the attractive power 
that can win back the lost confidence of man; and 
here the heavenly love that can kindle a sympathetic 
feeling in the human breast which all the tortures o£ 
earth, cannot extinguisL It was not enough that this 
doctrine should be proclaimed from the pulpit, or that 
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IiidiTidaal CSiristians should commend the eross of 
Christ as all their hope, it was at once the duty and 
the honour of the Church, as such, to exhibit the 
sacrifice which ransomed them frc»n eternal bondage, 
to magnify the love that prompted it, and to commend, 
with depth and warmth of feeling, to the outside 
world, a Saviour who could present such claims on 
their confidence. 

Third, it is an invitation to the Church, to enjoy, as 
«ach^ the richest provision of the gospel, in intimate 
and holy communion with their reconciled Father in 
heaven, through their glorified Redeemer. There are 
special promises to the Church assembled for the wor- 
tship and honour of the Lord. None can exceed in 
importance that of hiis own gracious presence. At 
this feast his presence may confidently be expected. 
His people can testify that they have often, at this 
feast, sat down under his shadow with great delight. 
Here, then, is an opportunity for the Church, as such, 
to perform her highest devotions on earth. Let her 
warmest love, her deepest gratitude, her loudest praises 
be now lavished upon her adorable king. Now it is 
that heaven comes down to earth, and, displaying a 
condescension, benignity, and love peculiarly its own, 
receives from a gratefully responding earth her noblest 
and her loftiest tribute. Is not such blended devotio6, 
such holy communion, such heavenly feasting a general 
benefit? — ^It is the very life and glory of the Church. 
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And, fouriii, it is a manifestation of the unity and 
fraternity of believers. Whatever relationship may be 
exhibited in the ordinary services of the sanctuary, it 
is in this ordinance that the community of Christ's 
disciples assumes its brightest form. The world, in 
its political reforms, has sighed after liberty, equalityj 
and fraternity. Here is the purest manifestation of 
these qualities which earth can afford. Do we seek 
for liberty? Who so free as those who have been 
liberated by the Son of God from the bondage of igno- 
rance, sin, the law, and the devil; and who now enjoy 
the * glorious liberty of the children of Godf Do we 
look for equality? Who so equal as those who enter 
by the same door, wear, the same garb, sit at the same 
table, serve the same Master, occupy the same house, 
and enjoy the same reward? And do we ask for fra- 
ternity? Where shall we find it, if not among those 
who have not only one common Father, but are also 
animated by one common Spirit? It is well for our 
common humanity that there is one public institution 
in which all social distinctions disappear; the poor are 
on the same level with the rich; the subject with the 
ruler ; the servant with her mistress. We there may 
feel that we all belong to one family — ^that we all have 
the same wants, — and are all alike indebted to the 
same free grace for our salvation. 

What are the individual benefits which the sincere 
believer may and should contemplate in the observance 
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of the Supper? Of these we may also enumerate 
four. 

First, increased devotedness. What are the springs 
of devotion to the service of Christi — Love, faith, zeal. 
If the springs are replenished, the streams proceeding 
from them will flow with increased volume. Here the 
Christian's love may be expected to swell up to the 
brim, and at times even to overflow with expressions 
of admiration not to be restrained. If love to Christ 
is not increased by this affecting commemoration of his 
death, the soul is under a blight which should occasion 
immediate alarm. No element is wanting here to 
excite love. Personal excellence? unrivalled, exuberant 
liberality, and ineffable love combine to move the 
himian soul; and it is moved as nothing else can move 
it, Here faith has so expanded her vision that the 
things of sense and time have dwindled to their natural 
limits, as the glorious vistas of eternity have opened to 
view. It is impossible to serve Christ without a 
realizing view of things unseen knd eternal. "We 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen : for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eter- 
nal" (2 Cor. iv. 18). And if faith once grasps these 
eternal verities, with even a proximate conception of 
their importance, the impression can never be effaced 
■from the mind. Without faith we are dumb and help- 
less at the Lord's table. We can neither converse with 
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the Sayiour, nor taste his proyision. The Sayioor is 
unseen, and can only be approached b j faith ; the food 
is spiritual^ and can only be enjoyed by faith; and the 
wrath to be shunned and the glory to be sought^ being 
as yet invisible^ can be apprehended only by faith. 
This grace, like others^ is increased by exercise; and 
being now required to exert its highest powers, under 
the strongest incentires, it is largely developed; and 
with its increase, corresponding fruits in higher devo^ 
tedness to Christ necessarily appear. And here, too^ 
seal may be seen in its noblest example; and its en- 
kindling warmth be most powerfully felt. How 
zealous was he for our salvation who descended from 
the throne of the heavens, laid aside his robes of glory, 
took upon him the form of a servant, and stooped to a 
personal contest with the unclean spirit who had en- 
slaved our race, that he might rescue his captives from 
his grasp! How zealous was he to pay our debts, 
when he surrendered himself to be nailed to the cross, 
for our redemption ! How zealous to pluck us as brands 
from the burning, when he clothed himself with our 
nature, and entered the flames that, expending their 
fiiry on him, we might, under cover of his almighty 
arm, escape consuming wrath ! If zeal can beget zeal 
may we not hope that this display of it will arouse the 
believing soul to increased energy in spending and 
being spent for him who so loved us as to give himself 
for us. 
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Second, sanctification. Holiness is of the first im- 
portance to the creature. Honour and happiness are 
identified with it. A prominent duty of every Chris- 
tian is to die unto sin and to live unto holiness; to 
put off Hhe old man' with his deceitful lusts, and to 
put on the new man who is renewed after the image 
of God. The Communion should directly and power- 
fully promote sanctification. Whatever loosens the 
soul from things earthly and carnal, and brings it into 
close and living connection with what is holy and 
heavenly, advances its purity. We cannot enjoy the 
Communion and cherish any form of sin in our hearts. 
We cannot hold fellowship with the holy and glorified 
Bedeemer at his own table, without having every 
principle of holiness within us strengthened. All that 
we there see and hear is in condemnation of sin, and 
in commendation of holiness. If our hatred is aroused 
against anything, it is against sin in all its forms. It 
is our great enemy. It is our death. It was the death 
of our Saviour. But here it is slain. The death of 
Christ is the death of sin. And the resurrection of 
Christ is the resurrection of every believer from the 
grave of corruption to enjoy a holy immortality. Here 
all this is set forth. Hence this ordinance possesses a 
sanctifying power not equalled by any other means 
enjoyed by the Church on earth. 

Third, foretaste of, and longings for, heaven. Earth 
does not possess the highest attractions for i^e 
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Christian. *We that are in this tabernacle do groan, 
being burdened : not that we would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up 
of life' (2 Cor. v. 4). It is a region of trials, dangers, 
and sorrows. Death enters every dwelling. Disease 
lurks in every body. Sin, care, or sorrow oppresses or 
distresses every human spirit. The soul sighs for rest, 
peace, and purity. Quickened by the Spirit of God, it 
understands, in some measure, the evil of sin, and the 
value of holiness. It yearns for the presence of God. 
It has tasted that the Lord is gracious, and would 
drink constantly from the fountain of life. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks — so panteth the longing 
soul for God. Where shall it enjoy peace, and where 
shall it be assured of rest and holiness for ever? — ^At 
the table of the Lord. Does the Lord invite his foes to 
eat and drink with him? Is not this feast a ratification 
of the covenant of peace between God and the believing 
soull Can he be angry with the soul that confides in, 
loves, and honours his beloved Son? Can he be dis- 
pleased with the soul that delights to please him? — 
No, it cannot be; God is reconciled to such a soul. 
And if jie speak peace, who can cause trouble? He 
hands to us the pledges of his favour, and exclaims — 
* Let not your heart be troubled.' And to dispel all 
anxieties and fears, he. points to the future — an early 
future — and says, 'in a little time I will come and take 
you home to myself, that where I am ye may be.' 
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They rest upon his word of consolation; and the 
composure and calmness of their spirits is something 
heavenly; it is a peace that passes all understanding; 
and ripens into a joy that is unspeakable and full of 
glory (1 Peter, i. 8). And where shall the believing 
soul enjoy what is the sunshine of his life, the presence 
of his Lord? — ^At this memorial Supper. Shall our 
God invite his friends to a feast, and then absent him- 
self? No; this is not his way. Though they can 
scarcely believe it, he loves them more than they love 
him. He greatly desires their company, and rejoices 
amidst the trophies of his grace (Zeph. iii. 17). He 
calls them to this feast not only that they may enjoy 
him, but also that he may enjoy them. He is the 
king, they are his loyal, loving subjects. He is the 
Father, they are his obedient children. And nearer 
still, He is the bridegroom, and they are his bride, 
most fondly loved, most dearly purchased, and most 
kindly guarded. If his presence is the joy of heaven, 
heaven is enjoyed on earth just so far as the human 
soul can here realize that presence, and be filled with 
it. Why should this be called in question? Does not 
God dwell in every true believer? Is he not a temple 
of the Holy Ghost? Is not Christ in constant, vital 
union with his people? "I in them, and thou in me" 
toe his express words to his Father (John xvii. 23). 
And should it be considered something unusual if, on 
such an occasion of high communion and open con«- 
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fession, he should manifest himself to his people, giving 
them a foretaste of glory? It is not a matter of mere 
speculation; these heavenly seasons of holy rapture 
have been ofben enjoyed by those who make it their 
study to live near to God, and so daily walk with him. 
To them this ordinance is like the mount of tran^ 
figuration. They see by faith the glorified Bedeemer 
in the midst of his triumphant Church, and they feel 
that it is good to be there, although as yet excluded 
from the higher converse of the glorified. And what 
is the natural result of such experiences? — Is it not a 
longing to join the upper company? How insignificant 
the world and all its honours and pleasures then seem. 
They have a desire to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better than living on this sin-stained and 
dying world. 

And fourth, brotherly interest. The disciples of 
Christ are here brought into close and friendly contact. 
While together, their Master charges them to love one 
another. They feel drawn to each other. It is the 
work of the Holy Ghost. Self is, for the time, con- 
strained to take a lower seat; and they now are dis- 
posed every one to look on the things of another. An 
interest is awakened in the prosperity, temporal and 
spiritual, of every fellow-believer. Envy at another's 
advancement can now find no place. An evil report 
against a brother meets no encouragement Slander, 
as ashamed, hides its head. We have aJl to guard our 
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brother's life, property, and name. Specially must we 
seek his eternal good. The world will love its own; 
let the Church love its own. The household of Mth 
must receive our first attention, and our cordial sym- 
pathies. Never forget the deeds to be approved on 
the judgment day. We may measure a man's love to 
€rod by his love to the people of God, and by his 
efforts to benefit his fellow-men. Tried by this sure 
test, how many professors of religion must be found 
wanting. Let us take a lively interest in all that 
concerns the house of God ; warning the unruly; 
supporting the weak; stimulating the slothful; and 
encouraging, aiding, and defending all who faithfully 
and zealously labour for the glory of God and the 
welfare of souls. 



CHAPTER XVin. ' 



INFLUENCE ON SPECTATORS. 



A PRACTICE has prevailed, among certain denomi- 
nations, of dismissing the general body of public 
worshippers prior to the dispensation of this sealing 
ordinance to intending communicants. And some 
minor sects improving, as they conceive, on this prac- 
tice, call together only their Church members for the 
observance of the Supper on the morning of each 
Lord's day. Such practices can only be justified on 
the ground that the Lord's Supper is not a part of 
public worship open to all who choose to be present, 
but is a private observance at which the world, or the 
merely nominally Christian portion of the community, 
are not expected to attend, and in which they have no 
interest. This, we conceive, is a grave mistake. The 
Christian reUgion has no secret mysteries on which the 
whole world may not gaze. Its most solemn obser- 
vances suffer no profanation by being performed under 
the open canopy of heaven. And the Supper is 
peculiarly a part of public worship, as an emphatic 
testimony from the believers in Christ to their risen 
and glorified Lord, and an open exhibition to the 
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world of the foundation on which all their hopes for 
eternity rest, and the spring of all their present peace 
and comfort. The world should be invited, — we should 
say urged, — ^to be present to see this witness-bearing, 
and to learn from the open and heart-felt profession of 
many who are not paid preachers that the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God's dear Son, cleanseth sinners of our 
race from all the g\iilt and defilement of sin. 

Such being some of the avowed objects of this divine 
ordinance, it may reasonably be expected that its in- 
fluence on all thoughtful and attentive spectators must 
be in a high degree beneficial; If any part of divine 
service can arrest attention, soften the heart, and pro- 
duce deep impressions, this exhibition of the death of 
Christ may pre-eminently claim the power to produce 
these results. All spectators are not as unmoved or 
as uninterested as their outside position at the time 
might lead some to believe. Some are looking on 
whose spiritual state, in the sight of God, would war- 
rant their taking a seat at the Lord's table ; but their 
deep convictions of their sinful state by nature and 
practice, and their limited views of dwine truth bar 
their way. Others are anxiously inquiring the way to 
Zion, but have not yet found Him who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. These are often deeply 
moved by what they see and hear on these occasions. 
The writer, knew a spectator several years ago, 
who wept most bitterly while gazing on the Com- 
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mmiion, because he was conscious that he "was not 
-worthy to take a place among those who were com- 
memorating the death of Jesus, and whose agonizing 
prayer then was, that before another communion 
season should come round he might have passed the 
strait gate, and experienced that regenerating influence 
which would place him among the disciples of Christ. 
The groanings of his spirit were heard; and before a 

few months passed a mighty revolution was wrought 

• 

in his spiritual state; and the next Communion wit- 
nessed by him in that Church found him seated at the 
table of the Lord. It may be that the mcmyy though 
attentive, and somewhat interested in what they 
behold, remain unmoved; but may we not believe 
that in the few, at least, secret convictions are at 
work, urging upon the soul a sense of sin and danger, 
and secret desires are stirring the heart in an un- 
wonted manner, that the blessings and honours set 
forth in this ordinance might become the personal 
possession of the spectator. 

What influences may this ordinance, by the divine 
blessing, exert upon the spectators? Besides quicken- 
ing the spiritual desires of all already awakened and 
anxious, it may and ought to move the judgment, 
conscience, and heart of every thoughtful observer, 
although previously feeling no special interest in the 
salvation of his souL While reflecting on what is 
passing before him in the symbolic exhibition of the 
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death of Christ, he may, if a believer in the doctrines 
of Christianity, speak thus within himself: 

"I am convinced that sin will, never go unpunished; 
€k>d hates it, and cannot but hate it, as destructive of 
his works and government; and as a just judge he 
will meet out to the sinner what he deserves. If he 
ever could have allowed the legally guilty, even with 
the advantage of being personally innocent and highly 
commendable, to escape without suffering, it wotdd 
have occurred in his dealings with his Son, when 
seeking our salvation. No; it cannot be; suffering, 
anguish, death, mv>st foUow am, Alas ! what shall 
I do? 

^'I am convinced that man is hopelessly undone in 
himself. If he could have raised himself up again by 
any extra effort; if the assistance of any mere creature 
could have brought him back from his wandering, or 
healed his wounds, this help from Crod himself had not 
been given. O he cannot save himself: he cannot 
make amends for his past folly and crime : he cannot 
ransom his own soul from condemnation : he cannot 
break his fetters, nor walk in the path of righteousness, 
nor merit a place among those that stand before the 
throne of the EtemaL The work has been wholly 
done by another. Why cannot he see this? — Because 
he is not convinced that he is wholly undone — lying 
absolutely at the sovereign mercy of €k>d. Ah me ! 
how long I take to realize this foundation truth : I 
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never can advance a step, till I cast myself, without 
any reserve^ on the Saviour's mercy. 

"Lam convinced that God is most benevolent and 
gracious. "What feelings of pity he must have had for 
our lost race ! What fatherly yearnings for his outcast 
children ! Grod so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son. Do I not see this truth in a new 
light to-day 1 It was not only a son, but his only 
begotten — one that stood in a relation to him enjoyed 
by no other, and he gave him to dishonour, to suffer- 
ing, to death for his enemies? How strange that love. 
It passes my comprehension. He was under no 
necessity to make this great sacrifice. The race might 
cease to be, and another and better take their place. 
But he loves, and he pities with a fulness all his own; 
and these feelings have called foi-th the greatest gift in 
the possession of Heaven. Can I look upon this gift 
and doubt the love of God? Can I look upon this 
death and doubt the effect desired from such a gift? 
May I not say — God loves me, a poor child of man, 
and God desires that I should acknowledge that love 
by accepting his Son as my Saviour. O my God, how 
long shall I disbelieve thy love, by disowning thy Son? 
Surely this Saviour must be mine. O that my heart 
were won. Till then I know not the Lord Jesus. 

"I am convinced that God will never destroy those 
who accept his Son. His desire is to save. To 
accomplish this desire, he provided this thoroughly 
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legal and honourable way. What he now urges 
upon men is the receiving of his Son. And when 
he is received, nothing could be further from his 
thoughts than the purpose to destroy. If when we 
were enemies we were reconciled by the death of 
his Son, much more being reconciled, we shall bo 
saved by him, I cannot perish if I trust in Christ. 
Who is to destroy me? God will not, for he gave 
his Son to save me; and, having done so much, he 
will suffer no one to interfere with his purpose of 
mercy. I must believe. What is it to believe 1 
Lord Jesus, teach me, for I look up to thee!* 

Here now, conscience may perform a special ser- 
vice. The Tinderstanding has been enlightened by 
the word and ordinance of God, it is now the office 
of conscience to enjoin prompt obedience. Long in- 
capacitated for full or accurate service, often dis- 
heartened by its remonstrances remaining unheeded, 
and always spasmodic in its efforts at correction,—^ 
its vision is, at length, brightened, and its energy 
restored by fresh Kfe. It speaks, echoing the voice 
of God. It utters with peculiar emphasis, the 
words — *!N"ow is the accepted time, now is the day 
of salvation* — now accept the offer — ^now at last be 
saved by falling at the feet of Jesus. It is scarcely 
possible to resist the urgency, strengthened by the 
proo& of a present free salvation set foHh in tho 
sacred ordinance. 
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Here, too, the heart of the luirenewed may be 
deeply moved. It is of great importance to arouse 
the emotioijial nature of man, when you would im- 
press or persuade him. This Supper may move a 
heart of stone; and hence the hard-hearted should 
be urged to remain to witness the symbols of a 
dying Saviour's love. Sin is so seen here that it 
may well bring the tear to the eye; and grace is 
so seen that it may well fill the soul with grati* 
tude; and love glows so strongly that the coldest 
may be warmed that suffer its heavenly beams to 
rest upon their souls. These favouring influences 
no skilful servant of Christ will overlook; but will 
seize this opportunity as one of the best to produce 
those impressions on the human soul which he 
hopes will prove lasting and salutary. And it is 
most reasonable to beKeve that the Holy Spirit 
who seeks occasions to convince and renew men's 
minds, will specially display his sovereign grace 
when men are willing to honour Him whom it is 
the work of the Spirit to glorify. 

Instead, therefore, of discouraging the attendance 
of those who constitute the non-professing portion 
that wait on public worship, at the dispensation of 
the Supper, we would by every argument , enforce 
it, It is a most solemn and affecting part of public 
worship; and on the day set apart for this special 
service, it is that part of public worship which it 
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this part of the service begins, "without any valid 
reason, after being invited to remain, might he 
construed as conduct like to that of those who pstssed 
by the cross -without the slightest sympathy with the 
Buffering Saviour* Does it not seem to say — I do 
not care to be present when the death of Christ is 
shewed forth, for I feel no interest in his atone* 
ment? This is probably the truth; but sad and 
dark must be that soul that can bear this testimony 
concerning itself. Some retire because they do not 
wish to have their separation or distinction from 
other worshippers so marked. While others sit at 
the Lord's table, they must occupy separate pews. 
They dislike this prominent distinction. But whose 
fault is it? They withhold the love and confidence 
of their hearts from the Saviour, and thus shut 
themselves out from this feast. They, too, were 
invited; but in heart they replied— I pray thee, 
have me excused. Let them leave the seat of the 
unbelieving ss soon as possible; and one of the 
first steps to the happy transference is their penitent 
and prayerful witnessing of this sacred ordinance. 
Some leave the house of God before the Supper is dis- 
pensed from no higher motive than to overtake the 
Aoon-tide meaL With such the claims of the body 
are paramount*^ They cannot forego their ordinary 
refreshment, even on a day that no manual labour 
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IB performed, to witness the proofs of divine lovd 
unfathoniable and eternal^ in rescuing onr lost souls 
from the gulf c^ perdition^ Bo not suoh carnal 
souls deserve to want the bread of life) The 
pressing wants of the body are not to be ne- 
glected;, but surely some partial abstinence can be 
endured when the soul is intent on high and holy 
objects. It is well for the needy to be where the 
benefactor at a certain hour dispensed his gifts. 
It is well for the sick to be placed where the 
eye of the skilful physiciaji may alight on them 
as he passes by. Jesus heard the cry of a beggar 
that could not see him, and was not in the com- 
pany of his followers.. And he did not deny some 
of the children's bread to a poor outsider when 
she became a humble and importunate suppliant. 
It is good to be where the Spirit of God rests 
or descends. When Saul joined the company of 
the prophets, the spirit that was on them rested 
on him. The friends that joined the household of 
Cornelius to hear the message of salvation, shared 
in the heavenly baptism that was shed down upon 
the hearers. Let none, then, who can remain 
accede to the suggestions of the evil spirit and 
remove from means of grace most potent to move 
and convert, and to attend on which the provi- 
dence of God then specially calls. The Master of 
the feast may look beyond the company of his 
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guests, and with a voice of tenderness and reproof 
at once subdue and constrain, melt :and win the 
outside spectators. What he has often done we 
imay ask .him to do again. 



'CHAPTER XIX. 



OBLIGATIONS. 



Obligations go hand in liand with privileges. They 
ai'e linked together. If we are offered or accept the 
privileges of Christ's kingdom, we incur the obliga- 
tions attached to such privileges. "When God sends 
us his gospel, and presents for our acceptance the 
gift of eternal life conveyed by it, he lays us under 
the obligation of accepting his gift, and of being 
devoutly grateful for his gracious offer. And when 
he calls us by his grace, and adopts us into his 
family, and we accept the privileges of his house, 
we voluntarily incur the obligation of "walking 
worthy of God" (1 Thess. ii 12). The world,— 
.that is, those who do not profess to have received 
and to obey Jesus Christ, — ^from whom we have 
separated expect us to bear a marked distinction 
from them; the true disciples, to whom we profess 
to have joined ourselves, expect us to associate with 
and aid them in every religious duty; and God him- 
self, whose people we are, expects our punctual 
worship and cheerful service. These expectations 
are just, and should be realized. 
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"What, then, are our obligations? — ^Briefly, 'to act 
'Out our profession; to be sincere, true to our prin- 
ciples, faithful to our God. 

1. Are -we the followers of Christ? — ^Then we are 
not of the world, as he was not of the world (John 
xvii. 16). We have taken up the cross of self- 
denial and reproach, and hare resolved to follow 
him whithersoever he leads. Our chief enjoyments 
are not of this world; our treasure is not here; 
our home is not here. This is our profession, what 
must be our practice? Are we to follow our Saviour 
only when he leads through green pastures, and never 
through the burning sands of the desert — only along 
the smooth and level road, and never up the rugged 
and difficult ascent— only in bright and calm weather, 
and never when darkness and storms cross our path? 
— ^Then we cannot be his disciples. Are we to pursue 
the treasures of this world with an eagerness and 
vigilance that will suffer no leisure for mental and 
spiritual improvement on any part of the six days 
allotted for labour, and guard what has been gained 
with a carefulness that never cheerfully sees it 
diminished for any benevolent purpose? — ^Then it 
will be hard to prove our assimilation to him who 
though he was rich for our sakes became so poor 
that he had not where to lay his head^ and equally 
hard to demonstrate to an unbelieving world that 
\we have parted company with those whose chief 
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business it is to make money. Are we to Ton as 
Teadily and as regularly after the public amusements 
and pleasures of this world, if only popular and 
fashionable, as those who make no profession of 
religion? — Then, whereby shall we show that we 
have escaped from the fascinations, and disentangled 
ourselves from the most attractiye snares of time 
and sense — ^that we are spiritually-minded, which 
is life and peace, as distinguished from being carnally- 
minded, which is death (Rom. yiii. 6)— and tiiat we 
have really tasted of that stream of life flowing from 
a high and holy source, which is said to excel so 
much the choicest cup of worldly pleasure? Might 
not the world turn roimd, and addressing these pro- 
fessors of religion, say — *You have not really left 
us after all your religious profession, seeing you stiH 
join us in our most fashionable amusemezits, your 
religion does not satisfy you, it cannot afford you 
anything like what we enjoy, so we hope you will 
not say anything to us hereafter about joining the 
Church.' To which they might tanily respond: *No^ 
oh no ! our hearts were always with you, we could 
not leave you, aad hn^eafter we iihall sot condemn 
. you for living in pleasure while you .eao. We are 
doing the same.' But it may asked are there no 
pleasures and recreations allowed to the true 
-Christian? — ^Tes; there are pleasures perfectly oom« 
patible with the higlhest type of Chzistiaiuty^ Aod 
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recfeatidni^ highly beneficial to the most spiritually-i 
minded. But let the pt^ofessor of religion beware 
of those amusements iti Which thd world £ndd its 
highest enjoTmentSy on which it belstows its chief 
attractions, and where the religious and spiritual 
element is denied a place as wholly uncongenial to 
the Spirit of the company. The Christian should 
regulate his whole conduct by the general maxim — 
*Do all to the glory of God' (1 Cor. x. 31). And if 
his presence in any scene of amusement, would con- 
firm the carnal security of the worldly-minded, and 
weaken his own testimony to the power of religion, 
even if it did not deaden his own spiritual sensibilities, 
it would not be expedient for him to be there,, But 
if the influence was directly injurious to his spiritual 
state in awakening and stimulating evil feelings, it 
was not only inexpedient but positively wrong to be 
there, as he was quenching the Holy Spirit. The 
* river of pleasures' (PsaL xxxvi 8) to be enjoyed for 
ever in the paradise of God is surely a sufficient 
recompense for all the self-denial demanded by God 
from his militant Church. And are we to set such 
value on the favour of man, and so keenly, per- 
severingly, and anxiously to seek worldly honours, 
that we will trim our sentiments to suit popular 
opinions, and conceal our real convictions lest we 
give offense to those who are living in sin*? — ^Then 
we are not the disciples of him who sought no honour 
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from mait, who condemned those who loved the praise- 
of men more than the praise of God, and who could 
not bear those that were evil while they pretended 
to be good — and it will be impossible to dissuade 
the world from the opinion that the corruptible crown 
looms higher in our view than the incorruptible, and 
that the approbation of mortals rather than the favour 
of God is the highest ambition of our souls. Let us 
jealously guard against the love of human applause. 
Before this idol the world prostrates itself without 
compunction. But over the gateway of the Christian,, 
as he sets out on the path to life, are inscribed the 
never-to-be-forgotten words: "BiB not conformed to 
this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your minds, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable (or reasonable) and perfect will of God"' 
(Rom xii 2). Other things being equal, the Christian 
as a loyal subject of Jehovah is more entitled than 
any enemy of God to the pleasures, wealth, and 
honours of this life. But as this life is fleeting and 
uncertain, and the future existence supremely im- 
portant, and as it is impossible to serve God and 
Mammon, or to have our treasure and our hearts in 
heaven and on earth at the same time^ it becomes ub 
to use the world as strangers and pilgrims whose 
home and chief happiness lie beyond it. And look- 
ing to the power of example, professors of religion 
cannot be too careful in avoiding whatever may tend 
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to strengthen the false hopes of those who exclosiyely 
«iamd earthly things" (Phil- iii. 19), 

2. While the obligations of a professor of religion 
are partly negative, they are, mainly, of a positive 
character. If earth is not to be regarded as his 
home, it is that heaven may be esteemed as such. 
If his heart is not to be set upon the things which 
perish with the using, it is that it might rest upon 
the imperishable treasures of eternity. K the cor- 
ruptible crown is not to elicit his keenest anxieties, 
it is that the incorruptible may awaken his utmost 
onergies. If debarred from taking part in what are 
at present the most fashionable worldly amusements, 
it is that he may frequent a purer and soul satisfying 
stream of pleasures. And if commanded to come 
ou* from the ungodly aud relinquish their friendship, 
it is that he may enter the fellowship of God himself 
and enjoy his friendship for ever. Who can complain 
of such exchanges as these 1 To maintain fellowship 
with God is pre-eminently his duty. He has the 
promise — * I will dwell in them and walk in them' 
(2 Cor. vi. 16) — and he should take care that nothing 
shall prevent him from enjoying this glorious privi- 
l^e. While this intercourse is unbroken, he has 
vital connection with the source of perennial strength 
and bliss. His soul will be like a well-watered gar- 
den, its growth and beauty and fragrance ever 
awakening the most pleasing emotions in the mind 
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of the proprietor; he -will have the wings of an 
eagle in lifting him above present troubles, and 
in transporting him in thought to the far-off land 
of glory; and he will have the courage of a lion 
and the strength of a giant in dealing with his 
spiritual foes. For such advantages, might not some 
effort be put forth and some self-denial exercised. 
If the labours of the day must be early begun, might 
we not rise earlier that we might enjoy some decided 
communion with God, in the breaking of the morn- 
ing, when the spirit is most calm and fresh? If 
the Church sets apart some evening of the week for 
united prayer, might we not so arrange our worldly 
business, closing our stores or workshops an hour 
earlier, if need be, that we also might blend our 
voices with others around the throne of grace 1 Is 
our religion to cost us nothing? Are we to make 
no sacrifices for iti Is not the kingdom of God to 
be first, and not second, third, or last in our heart's 
regard? It is in such matters as these that a man's 
principles, choice and inclinations are displayed. 
Attendance on Sabbath-day services affords no such 
test. Then men have leisure, no gains are made, 
and it is deemed respectable to go to the house of 
prayer. But when we can forego our ease, and lose 
the prospect of iuaking money, to join with others 
in seeking the face of God and strengthening our 
fellowship with bim, and iateroeding for our fellow-> 
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ainners, we show what thoughts reign within us. 
And shall not the expectation of such heavenly inter- 
course lead us with habitual regularity to the house 
of God on the Lord's day. When principle and 
habit bring us there, no trivial obstacle such as 
threatening weather, or disagreeable roads, or a short 
distance, when we are in health, will prevent our 
presence in the sanctuary. If professors of religion 
are absent from indolence, or disinclination for spiri- 
tual exercises, their example may prove destructive to 
some who were disposed to seek God by frequenting 
the house of prayer* Moreover every Christian 
should steadily aim at realizing the presence of God, 
not only in the private and public exercises of de- 
votion, but also in the daily occupations of life. 
He should habitually walk with God. This is 
practical Christianity. Our fellowship must be with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ, through 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. In this friendship 
is our highest honour and our purest joy. If God 
walk with us, and dwell with us, we shall not care 
although the whole world would forsake us. 

3. The Christian must look beyond himself. Ho 
must seek to save others. The love of Christ must 
constrain him to do so. As Christ was moved by 
purest benevolence to humble himself to the position 
of a servant, and to give his life a ransom for 
many, so should his follower, animated by the same 
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b^ievolent feelmgs, spend and be spent for the 
salvation of his fellow-men. And further, love to 
that Saviour, an ardent personal attachment to him, 
the production of the Saviour's love to the soul, 
including a strong desire to see him accepted and 
honoured by all, wiU move the heart of the genuine 
disciple to unwearied efforts to commend his Master 
to the perishing. The mariner, rescued from the 
floatiQg wreck by the life-boat, will be anxious 
that his drowning companions should be instantly 
searched for and saved The man who has been 
drawn from a coal-pit on fire will be restlessly 
intent on saving those still beneath, although they 
may be stupified by foul air, and may have 
become totally unconscious of their extreme danger. 
Humanity, bearing down all selfish considerations, 
prompts these efibrts; but in the Christian's heart 
grace as well as humanity calls forth his patient 
and persevenng attempts to stop and turn back the 
crowds who in their ignorance are pressing down to 
perdition. O can the professor of religion make no 
effort to save his fellow-man? Can he believe that 
he is perishing] He surely cannot; else he would 
rush to the help of those who are striving to do 
their best in this good work. Where we cannot 
aid directly, let us do so indirectly. Let us help 
by our fervent prayers, let us encourage by our kind 
words, and by our hearty defence of the good, and 
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let US sustain b^ our liberality those who are on 
the field of toil, whether at home or abroad. The 
world must be conquered for our king, and who are 
to subdue it but his sacramental hosts fighting under 
the banner of truth. The weapons of our warfare, 
although not carnal, are yet mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds where Satan has 
long been entrenched. If God be for us and with 
us, who can be against us, or resist us? Fired with 
his love we will neither weary in well-doing, nor 
will w& fail of success commensurate with, our 
labours. 

4. The Church collectively is "the body of Christ" 
(Eph. L 23). Christ is the head of the body; and 
as a state of health and vigour ensures a prompt 
obedience from every member of the body to the 
commands of the head, so our vital connection with 
eur Saviour should ensure a ready obedience to all 
his laws. Our compliance witk the will of our 
snipreme Head should be constant, cheerful, and 
natural, according to the promise of the New 
Covenant; "I will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts" (Heb. viii 10). 
When the Church fully obejrs her head, Christ is 
exhiMted to the world. There is a living embodi- 
ment of Christianity.. The world takes notice of 
«uch professors. They have a respect for undoubted 
sincerity; and may even admit an admiration of 
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high-toned purity^ benevolence, and self-deniaL O 
when shall the Church "put on the Lord Jusus 
Christ" (Rom. xiiL 14), that the world may belicTe 
in our heaVen-sent Redeemer! We Are Christians 
only so far as we resemble Christ* If we have na 
resemblance to him in the possession of those graces 
which adorned him so conspicuously, it is in vain that 
we call ourselves Christians. Was he meek and 
lowly in heart? — ^let us learn of him, and be clothed 
with humility* Was he holy, harmless^ undefiled, 
and separate from sinners? — •let us come out from 
the ungodly, touch not the unclean thing, and keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world. Was he tender- 
hearted, weeping with his bereaved friends in 
Bethany, and weeping over impenitent Jerusalem? 
-let us cherisli a sympathizing aiid compassionate 
spirit towards all in sorrow and in danger. Was 
he unwearied in his efforts to relieve the helpless 
and the suffering? — ^let us never weary in doing good 
to the physically destitute and spiritually wretched. 
Was he liberal and unselfish in the highest degree 
in his acts of benevolence? — O let us do all the 
good we can most freely, and from the impulse of 
purest benevolence. Was he faithful in his teach- 
ings to friends and foes, notwithstanding the offense 
which his doctrines must give? — ^let us be faithful in 
warning and exhorting one another and the un- 
believing world, that we may be counted worthy 
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to stand before tlie Son of Man. Was lie unable 
to bear those that ij^ere evil, irrespective of iiheir 
rank and profession) — ^let us show our abhorrence 
of sin and liypocrisy wherever it is found. Was 
he patient and painstaking in instruciing the igno- 
rant m the great truths of religion? — ^let us drop 
the word of life on every side, speaking to young 
and old of the great salvation. And was he willing 
to deny himself rest that his spirit might be re- 
freshed by communion with his Father? — ^let us deny 
iourselves that God may draw nigh to us, and pour 
in upon our souls his choicest blessings. And t« 
(crown all, he gave himself, his all, for us — and we 
should be willing to give ourselves, our all, for him. 
This is our great pattern. It is perfect. We are 
all imperfect, and hence fall far short of our great 
model. But as the youth aspires to manhood in all 
its qualities, so must we aim at perfect spiritual 
manhood in Christ Jesus. If a high standard of 
Christianity is not held up before us, we wiU never 
attain to it. We cannot reach perfection except by 
3, slow process; but we must steadily press towards 
the mark, looking for, and praying for, perfection. 
The morals of a people will not rise above their 
doctrinal standard. We must, therefore, fix our 
tjes on him who is the embodiment of truth, while 
we rest our souls on the firm foundation of hit 
holy word. 
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These are the obligations of those who^ "by sitting 
at the table of the Lord, profess to God aad the 
Church, and proclaim to the world, that thej are 
the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Happy wUl 
it be for the Church, and a blessing will it be to 
the world, when all such professors persistently 
endeavour to fulfil their obligatit>ns. 



TJHATTER XX. 

SIN AITD BANOEB OF NEOLECTINO THIS OBDINANCB. 

Disobedience to any divine command is sin; and 
whenever sin is committed danger is incurred. Yet 
all sins are not alike offensive in the sight of 
God. Some sins, such as the transgression of the 
£rst command of the moral law, are specially offen- 
^sive because peculiarly dishonouring to God, and 
productive of many other sins. Circumstances also 
greatly modify the guilt involved in different trans- 
;gressions of the same law. The idolatry of the 
Church of Borne in worshipping the Yirgin Mary^ 
extenuate it as they may, involves far greater guilt, 
by re««on of their poaaesamg the iiurpimi oracles, 
than the idolatry of any heathen nation. Danger 
presses on the heels of guilt. And the dangers in- 
curred by the oommiasioix of any particular da is 
ever in proportion to the guilt involved *in that 
sin ; for the divine disfdeasure is ever measured 
by the guilt of each sin. But we must not always 
eondude that sins that are instantly and strikingly 
punished are equalled in guilt by no others ia 
ihat period. Gk)d may be pleased to make some 
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i^ransgressors a waming to others; and he may l>e 
pleased to restrain, for a time, his wrath, incensed 
hj sins exceeding in guilt those instantly punished. 
The sons of Aaron, Ananias and Sapphira, and 
Herod Agrippa were instantly punished for profa- 
nation, lying, and idolatry, as a warning to trans- 
gressors in those and subsequent generations, but 
we are not warranted in regarding iOiem as sur- 
passing in guilt all who lived in their days. As 
Grod forms his own estimate of men's sins, so he 
takes his own time and way to punish them — ^but 
in both estimate and punishment he is infallibly 
just. It is our duty to weigh, as far as we can, 
our sins in his balances, that we may attain to some 
approximation to his estimate of them, and thereby 
Tealize in some adequate measure the displeasure we 
have provoked, and the danger that immediately 
threatens us. 

That the Lord's Supper is a divine ordinance or 
Institution, and that all believers in our Saviour 
Jesus Christ are required, on fitting opportunities^ 
to observe it, are truths that none can call in 
question' who receive the Scriptures as their standard 
of belief (see Luke xxii 19; 1 Cor. xL 28). What^ 
then, are the peculiaritses of that sin c^ which they 
•are guilty who, with opportunities afforded, neglect 
to comply with this command 1 — ^Ih this matter 
4nn exhibits some of its worst aspects. Here the 
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inveterate alienation of the human heart from God, 
and its confirmed indifierence to spiritual mercies' are 
prominently displa jedr 

(1). There is a slighting of divine benevolence and 
generosity. God has provided a feast of a high 
order for the human soul No richer provision 
on earth could be furnished to manu It has cost 
the highest sum which even the wealth of heaven 
could afford. God himself may be presest with such 
illumination and consolation as attends his presence.. 
The entertainment is free. And all who believe 
in and love the Son of God are invited. Yet many 
do not come. They are otherwise engaged. They 
do not believe in or love the Son of God. Without 
even the formality c^ pra3ring to be excused on 
account of pressing engagements, the feast is slighted^ 
as not to be compared with their cherished worldly 
enjoyments. 

(2). It is. a slighting of important means of grace. 
This ordinance is not only a blessing in itself as a 
spiritual feast, but it is the means by which other 
mercies reach us. It is the channel by which light, 
strength, hope and comfort have flowed down to 
needy souLel To neglect it, is to undervalue the 
mercies attached to it and springing from it« Those 
who will not sow, can scarcely expect to reap. If we 
refuse to enter by an open door, we cannot complain 
if it is shut against us^ 
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(3). It is a declimng to hold communion with God. 
He ha& graciously stooped to converse with us at 
this table; and, meeting our proneness to lean on 
the sensible and material, he has employ^ material 
symbols to represent spiritual blessings, that through 
them he might tell us what our state of guilt and 
danger was, and how Jiis love and mercy met our 
desperate emergency^ and what infinite regard his 
beloved Son had for us, and how all the blessings 
of his life and death are here offered to us, and 
mado over to us forever. And he expects to hear 
from us our highest admiration, and warmest grati- 
tude and love for such matchless grace, and at the 
same time, our sorrowful confessions of sins and 
provocations, and our sincerest acknowledgment of 
the utmost unworthiness of any one of all these 
mercies. This communion of the human soul with 
its God is in the highest degree beneficial to man; 
and a declining to accede to it marks a sad and 
sinful alienation of heart on the part of the creature 
which may prove its eternal ruin.. 

(4). It is a declining to enter into covenant with 
€k)d. For a double purpose God deigns to enter 
into covenant with man, namely, to engage his own 
honour to continue his gracious dealings with sinners, 
and to bind the sinner by the strongest considerations 
to adhere to his service. While the glory will be 
the Lord's^ the everlasting benefit will pertain to the 
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creature. It is by such means that infinite wisdom 
provides for a constant stream of grace to an ever- 
failing mortal. Who could despise such help? Who 
could decline such an engagement in which God 
provides all and secures all, and the weak and erring 
creature but surrenders his heart to God — already his 
by right — and uses his best endeavours to serve and 
glorify Godi At the Lord's table this precious 
covenant is ratified. Sealing tokens are given and 
received. And they are heart-touching tokens. 
Oallous must be the heart that remains unmoved 
by the thought of what these signs are. The man 
who declines to accept these seals when offered to him 
by God, says in effect, *I will have none of his 
covenant, I will stand in no such relationship to him, 
Although urged by such inducements as this memorial 
feast may be fitted to exhibit.' 

(S). It is a refusal to honour Christ. This ordinance 
is fitted to honour Christ by bringing prominently into 
view his wondrous character and grace, his glorious 
triumph in our behalf when he seemed most fallen 
and helpless, and our entire dependence on his merits, 
influence, and power for present safety and future glory. 
Who can claim honour if it be denied to Christ? Is 
he not entitled to receive the crown of the whole 
earth? Should not all nations combine to raise his 
name above every name? How can the human heart 
refuse to own and honour the mighty deliverer of our 
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fallen race ! Yet the man that will not commemorate 
his death — ^his chief glory — after he has been invited 
and requested to do so, and when in the providence of 
God an opportunity k afforded him, or will not dill- 
gently and earnestly apply for the preparation needed 
for an acceptable participation in this institution, 
refuses to Christ that honour due to him from every 
child of earth. 

(6). And it is a refusal to acknowledge God as our 
God. Our Creator has the right to prescribe the mode 
of worship in which he is to be served. If there are 
public services of a particular kind in which he has 
expressed a special interest, we are not at liberty to 
neglect these, without exposing ourselves to the charge 
of disregard for his pleasure, or rejection of his author- 
ity. He would have his servants own him before 
their fellow-men as their God. In the ordinary ser- 
vices of the sanctuary no distinction can be made 
between those who fear and those who do not fear 
him. But when he commands all who love and fear 
him to show themselves in a special ordinance or ser- 
vice, a refusal to observe that ordinance or perform 
that service when manifestly within the power of 
those so commanded is plainly a refusal to own him in 
this mtitter as our God. And he that can deliberately 
and persistently disobey any such command, has no 
ground for regarding the only living and ti^ue G^d 
as hia God and portion for ever. 
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If such are the chief features of this sin, in what 
aspects should we represent the danger incurred by iti 
As God is just he will render to all their due; and he 
often rewards sinners, not only according to their 
works, but also according to their wishes. Would it 
be surprising, then, if sinners of this class were treated 
by God as he was treated by them? Could they justly 
complain if he should accede to their wishes, and con- 
firm for ever their chosen position in relation to him? 

(1), They have disregarded his invitation to the 
feast, and have slighted this special means of grace, 
may we not safely conclude that they run the risk of 
his declaring— -* You shall never taste of my Supper — 
you shall be left to undervalue these mercies as long 
as vou live?* When the children of Israel refused to 
enter Canaan when commanded, he took them at their 
word, and declared that the whole generation should 
perish in the wilderness. When their descendants 
ejected his Son, and invoked his blood to descend on 
them and on their children, their request was complied 
with, and to this day that curse rests upon the nation 
of Israel. The Apostles were directed, when the offer 
of eternal life was deliberately rejected, to leave the 
despisers of divine grace to their choice. All this 
indicates what God may do, not what he will do. How 
far his sovereign grace may extend he alone knows. 

(2). They have declined to enter into covenant with 
him, and to hold communion with him in this ordinance, 
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may lie not take them at their word, and say — 'We 
shall have no communion for ever, our separation shall 
be eternal.' This would be more than they contem- 
plated, but not more than they desire; for having no 
right conception of the blessings of God's presence, and 
being alienated from him in heart and life, they really 
have no desire, at any time, to hold communion with 
him. No sinner should refuse even one gracious offer 
from God. No striving of the Spirit should be resisted. 
If we say to God — * Depart from us, we desire not thy 
presence with tis,* he may take his final departure that 
very moment, saying — *Be it unto you according to 
your word.' He has said — *My Spirit shall not 
always strive with man,' plainly fixing a limit, known 
to himself, beyond which he will not aak the return of 
the sinner, or impede his hell-ward career. Those 
who decline communion with God in his appointed 
way incur the danger of being for ever debarred from 
all intercourse with him. 

(3). They have refused to honour Christ, and 
acknowledge God as their Gk)d, in this public and 
special manner, he may refuse to honour and acknow- 
ledge them in a still more public and special manner. 
This reward points to the future world. Christ has 
said: '* Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my 
words, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when 
he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, 
and of the holy angels" (Luke ix. 26). Is there no 
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truth in these wordsl And is not that man ashamed 
of Christ, and does he not shrink from openly acknow- 
ledging him before the world, who refuses to com- 
memorate his death, and thereby avow kis belief in 
the crucified Jesus of Nazareth? If this refusal to 
own the Saviour Christ before the world can be 
regarded as a denying of him (Matt. x. 32, 33), does 
not the neglecter of this ordinance run the risk of 
being dishonoured and disowned before the assembled 
universe? If disowned on the last great day, he will 
be dismissed to spend his eternity with the enemies of 
God, fallen angels and lost souls, in the woes of ever- 
lasting fire. Let those who statedly hear the gospel, 
but make light of the Lord's Supper, beware. Their 
neglect of this duty may involve consequences of 
which, at present, they have no conception. Their 
unprepared condition will not be accepted as an 
excuse. A moment's reflection may convince them 
that God cannot accept it. If any man is deeply and 
perseveringly anxious to be prepared, it cannot be 
doubted that every barrier will soon be removed. 
The promise is — *Ask, and ye shall receive;' and no 
man will long remain • intensely anxious to serve 
Christ, without being powerfully drawn to obey 
every known command. All who truly rest on and 
sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ are welcome 
to the Lord's table. Such are invited, and it is 
their duty to come. Here there is no room for 
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indifference — no room for trifling. It is a very 
serious matter to come — it is no less serious to stay 
away. We are standing on the verge of time; and 
are choosing* or rejecting for eternity. Our obed- 
ience may brighten our pathway to glory; our 
disobedience may darken and seal our descent to^ 
perdition^ 



CHAPTER XXL 

SEASONS OF ADMIiriSTRATION. 

A CONSIDERABLE diversity of practice obtains in the 
Churches of Christ in the seasons chosen for the 
regular dispensation of the Supper. By some it is 
dispensed every Lord's day, by others, monthly, 
quarterly, half-yearly, or yearly. From this diversity 
it might be concluded that no particular season has 
been prescribed by the inspired oracles, and therefore, 
that the Churches of Christ have been left to select 
sucli times as comport with the nature of the ordi- 
nance, and appear most conducive to the spiritual 
good of each congregation. All, however, are not 
of this opinion. Some assert that the practice of 
the Apostolic Church plainly points to a weekly 
celebration of the Supper. Others hold a very 
different opinion, maintaining that, as the Supper 
has taken the place of the ancient Passover, which 
was a yearly feast, its ordinary administration should 
be limited to once a year. Those who maintain 
monthly or quarterly communions claim to exercise 
an authorized Christian discretion. Each of these 
opinions will deserve a brief examination. 
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The adYOcates of a weekly commiinion endeavour 
to support tkeir position by a reference to two 
passages in tke Acts of the Apostles. The one is 
Acts ii 42 — *They continued steadfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and feUowship, and in breaking of 
bread and of prayers.* Before this Terse can be 
regarded as a proof of a weekly dispensation of the 
Supper, it will be necessary to show that the expression 
— * breaking of bread' — must mean this sacred feast — 
and then, that the statement as a whole implies a 
weekly administration. Te attempt such an inter- 
pretation is little short of wresting the Scripture to 
support a mere theory. The phrase, ^breaking bread* 
may mean partaking of the symbol of the body of 
Christ, but it may also mean the ordinary participation 
•of food ; and there is nothing in the verse that points 
to any particular day on which the bread was broken. 
The truths embodied in this verse are simply these — 
*They (the converts) held fast to the doctrines taught 
by the Apostles, keeping together as a distinct com- 
munity, and enjoying the freest brotherly intercourse, 
both in the matter of daily sustenance and in habitual 
religious exercises.' This interpretation is fully 
borne out by the 46th verse: "And they continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple and breaking 
bread from house to house, did «at their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart." From this it is 
manifest that the outpouring of the Spirit produced 
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the tistial effects of glowing love to God and man, 
calling forth, in tlie One case, constant devotional 
exercises, and in the other, an unwonted hospitality, 
displayed ls>y a free distribution of goods as necessity 
required, and a social happiness of the highest and 
purest type. But where is the proof of a weekly 
communion? — ^There is none whatever. There was a 
daily communion of a truly brotherly kind, but some- 
thing wholly distinct from the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. It is amazing that men of understanding 
should so cling to the skirts of some early com- 
mentators as to be led into blunders which would 
bring discredit on men of no learning. The other 
passage is Acts xx. 7— "And upon the first day of 
the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul preached unto them.*' From this verse, 
it may be safely concluded that the disciples of Christ 
regarded the first day of the week as a suitable day 
for religious assemblies, devotional exercises, and the 
preaching of the word, and that this breaking of 
•bread was a religious eating (1 Cor. x. 16) — a mani- 
festation of their feeding on Christ and of their one- 
ness in him — ^in other words, the Lord's Supper. But 
if we allow that the breaking of bread in this verse 
is the Lord's Supper, the proof for a weekly celebra- 
tion of it is still wanting. All we have is a satis- 
factory evidence that the first day of the week is a 
proper time ibr religious assemblies, preaching the 
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word, and administering the Supper. This is some- 
thing very different from an authority for dispensing 
the Supper every Lord's day. We may say that there 
is absolutely no proof in the Scriptures of a weekly 
celebration, unless it can be shown that the Supper 
is a necessary part of the ordinary worship of the 
sanctuary pertaining to each Lord's day, which idea 
the nature of the ordinance seems to preclude. Many 
who entertain the opinion which we combat, appeal 
to the practice of the ancient Church, Apart from 
the uncertainty attending that asserted practice, it is 
enough to say that the early Church, from the close 
of the second century downwards, is no safe guide. 
The writings of the earliest fathers of the Church are 
not free from grave mistakes in the interpretation of 
Scripture. Their streams are all more or less alloyed 
by deleterious admixtures; we must drink from the 
inspired fountain, if we would imbibe unadulterated 
truth. 

Those who celebrate the Lord's Supper but once a 
year point, as a justification of their selection, to the 
annual Passover. Their procedure is not without 
some countenance from Scripture, It will be generally 
admitted that the Supper ought to be dispensed, at 
least, once a year. The question is, should it not be 
dispensed more frequently than once a year. The 
Lord's Supper is, beyond doubt, in a prominent 
meajsure, the Christian representative of the Mosaic 
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paschal feast, just as the Christian rite of Baptism 
is the representative of the seal of the Abrahamic 
covenant, Circumcision. The Passover commemorated 
a great deliverance from slavery, degradation and 
death, and the dying paschal lamb and its sprinkled 
blood prefigured the dying Lamb of God, whose 
sprinkled blood would save our souls. The Lord's 
Supper commemorates the actual shedding of the 
blood of the Lamb of God, and the glorious deliver- 
ance from spiritual slavery and death which that 
blood has procured and does procure for all on whom 
it is sprinkled. If once a year was sufficient in the 
judgment of the Most Wise to keep up the remem- 
brance of an actual national deliverance, and of the 
promise of a spiritual redemption, why may not once 
a year be sufficient to keep up the remembrance of 
the accomplished spiritual deliverance? — ^The answer 
of many would probably be, — ^The Lord's Supper is 
something more than a memorial feast, it is a powerful 
means of grace, and when anything is really pro: 
ductive of good, we can scarcely have it too often.* 
This ordinance is, doubtless, more than a memorial 
feast; but does not the latter part of the argument 
intended to be most forcible appear stronger than it 
really is? Does there not lurk within it something 
very similar to resting upon the means — ^to the idea 
that sacramental grace is attached to the outward or 
formal observance of a Christian rite? The sacra- 
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ments are made effectual, not from any virtue iii 
them or in him who administers them, but only 
through the blessing of Christ and the working of 
his Spirit in them who by faith receive them. We 
may, then, have too much of what is in itself good, 
unless we have special grace to profit by it. The 
Lord's Supper is a special service, requiring special 
examination and preparation — and a constant pro- 
fession oi what is not at the time felt, and a 
constant proffer of services followed by no resolute 
efforts to obey, cannot but have a very deadening 
effect on any soul regulated by a eonscience. If the 
Spirit of God were poured out on the souls of men, 
they would listen with eagerness to the preaching 
of the gospel every day of the week; but without 
such stimulating grace, they would loathe even this 
good bread from heaven, and refuse to attend. In 
like manner, in times of revival or refreshing, the 
Lord's Supper might with propriety be dispensed at 
shoii) intervals while the exigency lasted. But alas I 
these showers of grace are rare, we have but the 
scattered drops of a light summer cloud, and must 
regulate our services accordingly. In the last dis- 
pensation, provision was made for a supplementary 
passover (Num. ix. 10 — 12), to accommodate such 
as were prevented, in the providence "of God, from 
attending to this duty at the appointed time. Hence, 
many who are in favour of the annual celebration o£ 
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tlie Supper, do not object to a supplementary dis- 
pensation, to meet the circumstances of many who 
may be unable to attend at the ordinary season. It 
may, therefore, be safely asserted that a biennial 
celebration of the Lord's Supper does not transgress 
any divine law or precedent. 

Such as dispense the Communion monthly or quar- 
terly do not, generally, ground their practice on 
«ny Scripture precedent, but on that liberty in such 
matters which they ascribe to the Christian Church. 
It is true that some would refer, in justification of 
a monthly comnmnion, to the special monthly services 
of the Mosaic ritual (Kum. xxviii 11), and to the 
prophecy of Isaiah (Isai. IxvL 23), that from one new 
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, 
all flesh should come to worship before the Lord. 
But the monthly services were chiefiy an enlargment of 
ordinary services, and not distinctive commemorative 
rites, like the three annual feaste. And the prophecy 
of Isaiah will scarcely sustain this interpretation, as 
it might justify a weekly equally with a monthly 
communion. The prophecy probably refers to the 
services of the synagogues established some time 
after the Restoration, in various parts of the Grecian 
Empire, as distinguished from the annual feasts at 
Jerusalem^ to which the religious Jews felt bound 
to go up from all parts of the world. The principle 
that would justify the acceptance of this prophecy 
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as a support of monthly communions, would justify 
the acceptance of another prophecy (Zechariah xiv. 
16), in support of only a yearly communion, at the 
time of the feast of tabernacles. 

But, setting aside Scripture precedent, it may be 
said that the language of an inspired apostle warrants 
a more frequent celebration of the Supper than once 
or even twice a year. The words are (1 Cor. xi. 26) 
"-4 s often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord's death till he come." Here, 
plainly, no time is fixed; the object of the apostle 
being, not to fix a time when the Supper should be 
observed, but to state what each due observance of 
it implied. His meaning is simply, as many times as, 
or so often as you perform this duty, you show forth 
the death of Christ. The "often" is there, not by 
itself, but preceded and followed by the conjunction 
"as," and its sense is equal to wheneoer or at what times 
soever. The question still recurs to the "when" or the 
''times." To it this passage gives no direct answer. 
The phrase under consideration (hosakis) distinctly 
involves the idea of possible repetition, and with it is 
sometimes associated the idea of frequency, but not 
necessarily, as we may say, with equal propriety, *as 
often as Halley's comet returns,* which is once in 
seventy -five years — and *as often as the sun rises,' 
which is every day. "We must, therefore, look else- 
where for a proof of the monthly or quarterly com* 
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nmnion, for the advocate of the annual celebration 
may stand as firmly on this phrase as he who would 
insist on a more frequent dispensation. 

But may not the Church, in the exercise of her 
Christian liberty, appoint either monthly or quarterly 
communions? — She has liberty, let her use it wisely. 
The sealing rites of the new dispensation are not con- 
fined to prescribed days, as were Circumcision and the 
Passover. The nature of the ordinances, and the 
condition of the recipients must determine by a wise 
discretion the times in which Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper should be observed. In times of revival a 
monthly communion might not be considered -too 
frequent; but in the ordinary circumstances of the 
Church it is, in our opinion, too frequent. The same 
remark we would extend to quarterly communions. 
Our reasons are based upon the nature of the ordi- 
nance. It is, beyond question, an extraordinary 
service, one opening up the most profound mysteries 
of our holy religion, requiring due examination and 
careful preparation, and afibrding scope for the 
exercise of the highest possible attainments in grace 
on earth. As a communion of Christ and his people, 
and as an exhibitory rite, showing forth the death of 
Christ, its frequency may appear desirable; but -as a 
feast, as a commemorative rite, and as a sealing of 
covenant engagements, it is manifest that due intervals 
should elapse between the periods of celebration. 
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Again, without careful preparation, the ordinance 
cannot be. profitably and acceptably observed. In 
common circumstances experience proves that the 
very frequent discharge of a peculiarly solemn duty, 
strips it, to many minds, of much of its solemnity. 
Witness the occupation of the grave-digger or the 
undertaker. The duty is gone about without any 
heart-reaching awe or profound reverence — it has 
descended to a respectable but cold formality. With 
diminished ideas of the importance and solemnity of 
this ordinance, through its very frequency, examina- 
tion and preparation are generally dispensed with, and 
the service descends from an extraordinary to an 
ordinary service. This is not acceptable with God, 
nor is it profitable to man. It may be said — this 
ought not so to be. Granted — ^but human nature is 
weak, and God is wise. It was not without reason in 
nature that so many fences were set up around the 
services and instruments of tabernacle and temple 
worship. Holy solemnities are not to be made too 
common, with all our Christian liberties, as holy 
vessels were not to be touched with unappointed 
hands. The men of Bethshemesh paid dearly for 
looking into the ark. Our God is a consuming fire. 
He will be glorified lin all them that come near him, or 
retiring in disgust, he will say — "Your new moons and 
your appointed feasts my soul hateth : they are a 
trouble unto me — ^I am weary to bear them'* (Isai. i 14). 



SEASONS OF ADMINISTRATION. 191 

For tbese reasons, I cannot help thinking that an 
interval of three months is, in ordinary circumstances, 
too short between each celebration. 

What seasons or periods are we, then, prepared to 
advocate? — In unusual circumstances the followers of 
Christ are not confined to days or places. The Supper 
may be dispensed on shipboard, in the fortress, in the 
prison, in the public hall, or in the open woods or 
fields, on any day of the week or on any Sabbath of the 
year. But in ordinary circumstances, it ought to be 
in the usual place of public worship, and on the Lord's 
day. And in respect to periods of celebration in a 
properly organized Christian congregation, let us, if 
possible, follow some analogous divine precedent. God 
was pleased to require his former people to appear 
fchree times in the year before Mm to acknowledge him 
aa their God, to renew their covenant engagements to 
be only his; or, in the case of youths, to assume these 
obligations for the first time, confirming the obliga- 
tions of Circumcision in infancy by a personal pro- 
fession. These periods were the spring, or the very 
beginning of the earliest harvest, the first month of 
the sacred year; midsummer; and autumn. The four 
months of winter were thus avoided, the most 
agreeable portions of the year being chosen. We 
have but one Christian feast in the room of the 
three ancient feasts. Why should it not be cele- 
brated three times in the year] It embodies all that 
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was essential in the three, though specially repre- 
senting the Passover. It is our Passover, for the 
dying Lamb of God is exhibited in symbols; it is 
our Pentecost, for we accept the law of God in its 
entirety, both old and new, as the rule of our con- 
duct, and we covenant and bind ourselves to be the 
Lord's; and it is our Tabernacles, for we then openly 
acknowledge that this is not our rest, that we are 
strangers on earth, journeying to the promised land, 
and now living by faith on the true bread which 
came down from heaven. If once a year is too 
seldom, — and in the convictions of many it is, espe- 
cially in city charges, where changes are more 
frequent than in country districts, — then let it be 
observed three times in the year, and let the 
peculiarities of each ancient feast be brought out 
•from year to year in connection with the great 
atonement. We do not mean a restoration of the 
ancient feasts, but a full exhibition of the many 
aspects of our one great spiritual feast. Moreover, 
the convenience of the worshippers should be con- 
sidered. There is no reason why the shortest days 
and the most unpleasant season of the year should 
form one of these periods. In our Southern hemis- 
phere the four months of winter may well be 
avoided. Let the year be begun with a fresh 
dedication of ourselves to the Lord; let the close 
of our harvest be the second ; and the opening 
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bloom of spring the third. Thus the first Sabbaths 
in January, May and September would form suitable 
periods in these new regions, and naturally secure 
agreeable weather. Christians should mark the 
seasons of the year as they roll; and each period 
should bring, in the appointed manner, its tribute 
of praise to him who is both Creator and Redeemer, 
until the changes of time are swallowed up in the 
glories of eternity. 



CHAPTER XXIl. 



CONCLtJSIOK. 



From -whatever ajspect we view this sacred ordinance It 
displays, as a many-sided prism, the glory of Him who 
adorns the physical and moral worlds with all their 
beauty. And while from each position some one 
particular attribute is brought prominently to view, it 
appears not alone, but is harmoniously blended with 
others. 

Do we name the ordinance an Exhibitory ritel — 
How strikingly is manifested the wisdom of God, in 
adopting the best means of keeping ever before the 
eyes of men the grand cardinal doctrine of our faith, 
salvation by the blood of the Lamb. 

Do we call it a Sealing rite! — How prominent the 
condescension of God, in stooping to ratify a covenant 
with his poor, feeble, fallen creature, by giving as seals 
the body and blood of his own. beloved Son, in most 
impressive and affecting symbols. 

Is it justly denominated a Feast 1 — How largely is 
the bounty of God displayed ! Not pardon alone, but 
adoption, peace, holiness, assurance, joy, and brightest 
anticipations of glory are here set within the reach of 
the hand of feiith. 
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Is it properly entitled the Commtmion? — How amaz- 
ing the love ef God in meeting with, speaking to, and 
dwelling with his own people, in feeding them with 
the finest spiritual food, and in cheering them with his 
*own benign and glowing presence J 

And is it pecnHarly the Commemorative rite of the 
'Church of Christi — ^How broadly and powerfully the 
Justice of God is exhibited; not only in demanding such 
a price from the sinners' substitute, but m providing 
that he who was a faithful as well as a beloved Son, 
should not fail in receiving an appropriate reward, that 
his name should be above every name, and that as the 
pre-eminently Righteous, he Bhould be held in ever- 
lasting remembrance. 

We have not spoken of it as the Eucharist, although 
that term has held a high place in the Church of early 
and later times. Our reason is, the term is not properly 
descriptive of the ordinance, but of the act of thanks- 
givrug or the invocation of the blessing that precedes 
the actual participation of the Supper. The word 
euchomstesaa from which it is taken is used as synoni- 
mous with eutogesas — Matthew and Luke using the 
former, and Mark and Paul using the latter as des- 
criptive of the act of thanksgiving or blessing which 
precedes the distribution of the elements. Hence the 
teim Eulogist, blessing, is as appropriate as UuchcMrist, 
thanksgiving; but neither is descriptive of the Lord's 
Supper, and is not; therefore^ a proper designation. 



196 THS lord's suppes 

The thanksgiving and the blessing are but two features 
of the one service 3 for our asking a blessing ought to 
be associated with our expression of thanks for past 
mercies; and we ought at the table of the Lord to stir 
up our souls to bless, that is, to praise the Lord, giving 
thanks to his holy name, and speciaUy imploring a 
blessing upon our souls while tasting the sacred 
memorials. 

Li like manner the common term, "Sacrament,* has 
received no special notice. In its Latin form (Sacra- 
mentum) it was adopted by the Western Church to 
designate this ordinance as a solemn obligation to Jesus 
Christ as our leader, the word being in common use in 
civil matters to express, among other things, the oath 
of allegiance taken by soldiers to their military com- 
mander. It was also used by the Latin fathers to 
express whatever was mysteriously sacred, — ^with ques- 
tionable propriety. Those who wish to exclude all idea 
of oath or binding obligation from the term, and main- 
tain that of sacred mystery only, seem to forget that 
the sacred mysteries were often most rigid bonds of 
dedication or self-devotion. In its English form, it is 
a convenient term to designate either of the sealing rites 
of our Church, and particularly in the sense of a holy 
ordinance, its true etymological meaning. As a *holy 
ordinance,* it called for no particular explanation; and 
as a < solemn obligation* its whole force is brought out 
in the more expressive designation of a sealing rite. 
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While various attributes of the divine character are 
displayed through this religious rite, the riches of 
divine grace is the blended lustre of the whole. And 
while various important objects were contemplated bj 
the divine mind, as resulting to man from this in- 
stitution, the primary, chief, and generative object 
was the feeding of the huvnom sovl. Fed, as a soul can 
alone be fed, by friendly contact with the divine 
Spirit, it is strengthened, grows, exerts its active 
powers, and developes a devotional, benevolent, holy, 
and cheerful existence* This spiritual nourishment is 
stimulated and promoted by visible signs, articles of 
Inaterial or bodily nourishment. It is impossible for 
material food to nourish a soul, but these symbols, in 
a measure, hold up the arms of the soul^ faith and 
love, to apprehend and embrace the unseen, but ever- 
present Saviour. How manifest that this nourishment 
is utterly beyond the reach of the whole generation of 
the spiritually dead ! It is too high for them^ they 
cannot attain to it. Henc^ many, unable to reach 
the kernel, content themselves with sucking the shell. 
They receive the signs, but taste not the substance. 
When the spiritual life of apostolic days had greatly 
declined, the early Church, incompetent for high 
spiritual exercises, made a saviour of the external 
symbols of divine grace. It was supposed that the 
water employed in Baptism actually washed away 
the sins of men, and hence, they quickly arrived at 
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the conclusion that the apostolic affusion, sufficient 
for a symbolic washing, could not suffice; the whole 
person must be washed, and that not after the practice 
of modem immersei's, but in the nakedness necessary 
for an actual ablution. In like manner the material 
symbols of our Saviour's broken body and shed blood, 
the bread and wine, were supposed to contain a 
certain inherent life-giving virtue, — so that whosoever 
partook of them actually fed on Christ, and possessed 
the germ of everlasting life — ^that they possessed this 
property by means of the consecration prayer — and, 
therefore, that these consecrated elements, when not 

• 

wholly used, should be preserved to be employed 
when necessary at the bedside of the dying, and by 
those who went to sea, for their spiritual consolation 
when threatened with shipwreck. The liberty taken 
in dealing with the water in Baptism was equally dis- 
played in dealing with the elements used in the 
Supper. For the sake of convenience, the bread was 
reduced to the smallest compass — a mere wafer — and 
the wine was, in time, wholly dispensed with, as 
superfluous to the ordinary communicant. But the 
climax of folly was reached when the idea of inherent 
virtue was developed into the doctrine of transub- 
stantiation, and rational men were found to believe 
what all their senses contradicted, that a piece of 
partially baked dough was the actual Saviour, and that 
this astounding miracle was performable by one who 
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was himself a slave to corruptioiL Such was the 
progress of error. The heavenly manna, through 
man's disobedience, bred worms ; the fountain of life 
was choked with stones and rubbish by those whose 
duty it was to keep it pure and free ; and the aids to 
faith and love which would have given pinions to the 
soul were converted into fetters which bound the 
spirit to the dust. 

But a resting upon forms is not confined to the 
adherents of the Church of Rome. Formalism is 
natural to the fallen spirit of man. Many who in 
theory disown all connection with the accumulated 
superstitions of dark ages, pursue in practice a course 
not less detrimental to the interests of the soul, and 
one which generally culminates in subjection to super- 
stition. Let us avoid both the extremes of formalism 
in all its grades, and indifferentism. The narrow path 
of life Kes between; and over it this divine ordinance 
spreads the cooling shade of the true Yine, from which 
depend rich clusters of gi'apes to refresh all heaven- 
bound travellers. We are invited to partake. It will 
prove to us the tree of life. Christ appropriated by a 
living faith will nourish the soul for a glorious 
immortality. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that the dispensing of 
the sealing ordinances of our holy religion — Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper — ^pertains to the regular 
ministry of Christ's Church. To argue that there is 
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no such ministry, is to contradict the plain teaching of 
Scripture; and to charge Christ with folly, in making 
no due provision for the defence and extension of his 
Church. Hence, it is something worse than presump- 
tion for men to assume the most solemn duties of 
ambassadors of Christ, as is sometimes attempted in 
these colonies, without even professing to be called by 
the grace and providence of God to the work of the 
ministry. 

Each communion season should form a post of 
observation in the wilderness. The progress of the 
past should be measured by the reed of the temple, 
the standard of the divine law ; and the future course 
surveyed by the telescope of faith. A rigid self- 
examination should be insisted on, with special pre- 
paratory devotional exercises. We are called to a 
holy feast, to a high communion with God, and it is 
not too much for him to expect us to make due pre- 
paration for such a solemn service. A profitable 
participation may be expected to follow a diligent 
preparation. 

Adapted to nourish the weakest child of faith, it 
yet invites the exercise of the highest spiritual attain- 
ments, and offers a correspondingly high reward, a 
foretaste of heaven. The prize is his on whose vision 
and energies the invigorating influence of the divine 
Spirit has copiously descended. 

Hbnby Wise, Printer, Princes-street North, Dunedin. 



